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Dock, boat lift, 600’+/   of waterfront. 4 
bedrooms, 3 baths, 3,894 sq. ft. with 
great elevation, nice woods, 2½ acres 
and access to beach, pool, tennis, etc.

Licensed In Virginia

113 Mason Avenue, 
Cape Charles, VA 23310

  757 331 4885

7134 Wilsonia Neck Dr.,
Machipongo, VA 23405

757 678 5200

  

  BBlluuee  HHeerroonn  RReeaallttyy  CCoo..  
““SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  PPrriimmee  PPrrooppeerrttiieess    

OOnn  VViirrggiinniiaa’’ss  SScceenniicc  EEaasstteerrnn  SShhoorree”” 
www.BlueHeronVA.com 

  800-258-3437   757-678-5200   757-331-4885 
 

Information contained herein believed accurate but not warranted. 
Owner/Agent Properties are included in this advertisement 

Beachfront

4 bdrm, 2 bath Total Living 
on 1st floor home with open 
floor plan. Community pool 
& tennis. Has Boat Slip!

New Construction

.8 acre lot w/spectacular & 
unobstructed views of the 
Chesapeake Bay, just south of 
Cape Charles. Great sunsets!

In the heart of the business 
district, 655 sf of retail, office 
or professional space. Recent 
& attractive. Great Location!

Lot in the Colony

Bay Creek Golf

Best of Virginia  
5 years in a row! 

  
BBlluuee  HHeerroonn    

Beachfront LotBayfront Cottage

Chesapeake Bay Cottage. 
Cute, cozy and furnished! 
Excellent opportunity to 
own a bayfront 3 bedroom,  
1½ Bath home directly on 
the Bay.  1,060 sf. Eastville.

Waterfront Farm perfect 
for boating,  having horses, 
orchards, vineyards or just 
enjoying the nature!

DUPLEX! 2 very upscale, 4 
bedroom, 2½ bath homes. 
Total of 4,235 sq. ft. in the 
heart of Cape Charles. Close 
to Beach & Park. Furnished. 

Cape Charles

Newly  renovated 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, one story 
home on .8 acres with 
deck overlooking fields. 
Cape Charles 5 minutes.

Town & Country

Beautiful beachfront 2½ 
acre lot in very upscale 
beachfront area offering a 
mile & a half of very 
pristine beach. Located 
just south of Cape Charles.

Coastal Living 1 block from 
water! 3 bedroom, 2 bath  
Home in waterfront village 
w/marina accessing Barrier 
Islands. Original details 
throughout. Dream kitchen

Willis Wharf

Exquisite Beachfront Estate! 5944 sq.ft, 
5 Bdrm 4½ bath home on 4½ acres with 
200 feet of prime, private beachfront in 
Bay Ridge, just south of Cape Charles.

3 bdrm, 3½ bath, 2,880 sf 
Victorian home in Cheriton. 
Thoroughly renovated and 
updated. Large rooms, high 
ceilings & plenty of charm! All 
on 1.2 acres. Great home!

Spectacular 4 bdrm, 3½ ba 
Beachfront Home on 5.51 
acres with 200 feet of 
beachfront. Open floor 
plan w/views galore! 

Featured Home – Town & Country

Lot in the Hollies

Call Blue Heron Realty Co. for a free copy of our 
Waterfront Catalog 757 678 5200 or 757 331 4885
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Entertainment calendar

The annual live auction fundraiser for North 
Accomack Little League with live music by The 
Deloreans will be held Saturday, Nov. 16, 
at 6 p.m., at the Chincoteague Center, 6155 
Community Drive, Chincoteague. There will also 
be a 50/50 raffle, door prizes, free pizza, and a 
cash bar. Tickets are $30 and are available 
at H&H Pharmacy and Wallops Island Supply. 

Saturday, Nov. 16  |  Chincoteague
Fundraiser with The Deloreans

There will be a community dinner on Tuesday, 
Nov. 19, from 6 to 9 p.m., at the Cape Charles 
Volunteer Fire Department, Cape Charles. Bring 
a bowl and enjoy soup, food, and drinks provided 
by Cape Charles Main Street at the Heart and Soul 
community soup dinner. RSVP by Nov. 18 
to info@capecharlesmainstreet.com

Tuesday, Nov. 19  |  Cape Charles
Community Soup Dinner

A tree and wreath sale will be held Saturday, Nov. 
30, from 9 to 11 a.m., at Montessori Children’s 
House of Franktown, 7551 Bayside Road, Frank-
town. Purchase Christmas trees, wreaths, and 
roping for holiday decor. All proceeds benefit the 
school’s scholarship fund. For an additional fee or-
ders can be delivered. 

Saturday, Nov. 30  |  Franktown
Montessori tree and wreath sale
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Artisans Guild Studio Tour
scheduled for Nov. 29-30

Life around here

Every year on Thanksgiving week-
end, the Artisans Guild of the East-
ern Shore of Virginia showcases its 
member artisans and their unique 
crafts and talent in a self-drive show 
and sale event.

This year’s event will take place on 
Friday, Nov. 29, and Saturday, Nov. 

30, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.
This is the 22nd annual Holiday 

Open Studio Tour. 
There are two contests. Pick up a 

Passport to the Arts card at your first 
stop. Have it initialed at each tour 
stop. Then turn in our passport card 
at the artist at your final stop. 

You will be in the drawing for cer-
tificates ranging from $50 to $300 to 
spend with your favorite artist on the 
tour.

The second event is the annual pho-
to contest. Take photos throughout 
the day at tour stops and email your 
three favorite and most creative pho- (Continued on page 8)

tos to photos@esvaartisansguild.org. 
First prize wins $100, second prize 
wins $50, and third prize wins $25. 
The deadline for submitting is Dec. 6.

STUDIO NO. 1
Carole Peirson Fine Art Studio, 

3214 Jacobia Lane, Cape Charles
n Carole Boggemann Peirson. Lo-

cal scenes and colorful abstract work 
in oil and cold wax. 757-678-3340, 
artworkbycarole.com

n Dianne Hottenstein, Hottpor-
celain Ceramics. Functional, scul-
pural ceramics; unique surfaces. 
757-573-7359

STUDIO NO. 2
Windsor Woodworks, Edwins Farm 

Drive and Lankford Highway, Cape 
Charles

n Kurt and Sally Lewin, Windsor 
Woodworks. Custom woodworking 
from fine furniture to cutting boards. 
757-331-4848, windsorwoodworksva.
com

n Kathy Grook, Sea Glass by 
Kathy. Unique sea glass and gifts, 
acrylic paintings. 757-752-1135

n Ray and Julita Wood, Gecko 
Pottery. One-of-a-kind decorative 
and functional handmade pottery. 
757-331-4204

n Doug Brady. Hand-carved de-
coys, shorebirds, whales, clams, and 
oysters. 757-284-6658

STUDIO NO. 3
Noisy Crow Studio/ Shooting Star 

Studio, 5236 Mockhorn Bay Drive, 
Cape Charles

n Nancy A. Kinzinger, Noisy Crow 
Studio. Copper, brass, and sterling 
silver jewelry constructed from recy-
cled metal. 757-641-8069 noisycrow-
studio.com

n Brenda C. Wright, Shooting Star 
Studio. Art photography, leather 
cuffs created from upcycled leather 
belts. 757-641-8861 ShootingStar-
Gallery. com

STUDIO NO. 4
n JK Pottery, 4325 Wilsonia 

Drive, Machipongo

Self-driving
tour includes 
dozens of stops 
in Accomack, 
Northampton

IMAGE COURTESY LAURA MCGOWAN
Seascapes are among the works by Onancock artist Laura McGowan that will be on the open studio tour Nov. 29 to 30. 
Laura McGowan Fine Art is in studio 114 of the Historic Onancock School in Onancock. 
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n Jamie Kirkpatrick. Thrown/
hand-carved sculptured vessels, 
glazed functional ware. 303- 681-
4713 www.jkpottery.com

STUDIO NO. 5
Chatham Vineyards, 9232 Cha-

tham Road, Machipongo
n Jonathan and Mills Wehner. 

Wine and oysters offered, Open daily 
year round. 757- 678-5588 chatham-
vineyards.com

STUDIO NO. 6
Elizabeth Rhoades Fine Art, 9444 

Quail Walk, Belle Haven
n Elizabeth Rhoades. Fine art 

landscape paintings in oil and pastel 
by renowned national artist. 860-
841-3939 elizabethrhoades.com

STUDIO NO. 7
Milby Barn Studio at Chatham 

Flower Farm, 31094 Boggs Road, 
Painter

n Kate Fitzpatrick, Milby Barn 
Studio. Oil painter of local land-
scapes, coastal and farmland. 508-
524-5405, milbybarnstudio.com

n David Justice. Sculptures de-
signed, carved, painted, and in-
spired by the beauty of nature. 
757-894-5638.

STUDIO NO. 8
High Point Glassworks, 30389 

Bobtown Road, Pungoteague
n Ken Platt. Hot glass with live 

demonstration. 757-442-7155, high-
pointglassworks.com

STUDIO NO. 9
The Ocean Skye Gallery, 15355 

Pungoteague Road, Pungoteague
n Anne Winston. Working light, 

color, and life in mixed media. 757-
710-3408 annewinstongallery.com

STUDIO NO. 10
Lynne Rogers Studio 4 Center St. 

Wachapreague 
n Lynne Rogers. Oil paintings, 

sculptural details, mixed media. 757-
710-5335 lynnerogers5.wixsite.com/
lynne-rogers-art

STUDIO NO. 11
Ann Crain Studio, 3 Center St., 

Wachapreague 
n Ann Crain. Mixed media with 

abstract thoughts, acrylics, oils, 
found objects, and more.

410-610-2007

STUDIO NO. 12
Carrie Jacobson Studio, 18 Bay-

view Ave., Wachapreague
n Carrie Jacobson. Bright, bold oil 

paintings made with palette knife. 
Birds, florals, landscapes, animals, 
and more. 860-442-0246, jacob-
son-arts.com

STUDIO NO. 13
Bay Leigh Studio, 23895 Bailey 

Neck Dr., Onancock
n Janis King, Bay Leigh Studios. 

Figurative sculptures and paintings, 
plus multi-medium Santas. Demon-
strations with clay. 484-999-4897 ja-
ni- skingart.com

STUDIO NO. 14
Marsh Ryon Studio, 18092 Leath-

erbury Drive, Onancock
n Marsh Ryon. Nature inspired 

artwork in a variety of mediums. 
757-710-4659 www.marshryon.com

STUDIO NO. 15
Morphosis Gallery, 33 Market St., 

Onancock
n Kynne Kretzer, Morphosis Cre-

ative. Sea glass mosaics and décor 
made with natural and recycled ma-
terials. 757-710-8718 morphosiscre-
ative.com

n Bill Kretzer, Morphosis Cre-
ative. Handmade electric guitars, 
basses, and electric upright basses. 
504-301-5122 morphosiscreative.
com

n Daniel Jasper, Jasper Custom 
Guitar. Jasper Custom Guitar offers 
hand-crafted, one-of-a-kind, acous-
tic, electric and resonator guitars. 
757-331-0141 www.jaspercustom-
guitar.com

n Marsha Thomas, Leslie’s Gift 
Jewelry. Hand-crafted, one-of-a-kind 
jewelry. Authentic sea glass, gem 
stones set in fine and sterling silver. 
757-710-5248

STUDIO NO. 16
Vesna Zidovec Studio, 30 Kerr St., 

Onancock
n Vesna Zidovec. Handmade func-

tional and decorative pottery. 757-
678-3712 ,vesnazidovec.com 

STUDIO NO. 17
Ker Place History Museum, 69 

Market St., Onancock
n Diana M. Davis. Award-winning 

watercolors depicting the Eastern 
Shore. 757-442-5359 dianamda-
viswatercolor.blogspot.com

n David Farlow, Seaside Decoys. 
Fourth-generation decoy carv-
er in the Eastern Shore tradition. 
757-442-9097

n Douglas Greer, Greer Studio. 
Wildlife and landscape detail in 
acrylics and water-soluable oils. 757-
710-1847, www.greerstudio.art

n Alicia Dailey, Alicia Dailey Pot-
tery and Art. Functional stonewear 
pottery with artwork of animals. 
434-665-9876, www.aliciadaily.com

n Melanie Widgeon Lewis. Acryl-
ics, mixed media, and pyrography 
art, inpired by the Eastern Shore 
and also very eclectic. 757-710-2293, 
mwidgeonlewisartist.com

n Katie Williams. Acrylic paint-
ings inspired by life on the Eastern 
Shore and offshore. 757-350-1108, 
katiewilliams-artist.com

STUDIO NO. 18
Historic Onancock School, 6 Col-

lege Ave., Onancock
n Karyn Belknap, Ten Good Sheep 

Yarns and Natural Fibers, in stu-
dio 113. Perfect gifts and stocking 
stuffers and hand dyed yarn. 757-
243-1400 TenGoodSheep.com

n Mark Belknap, in studio 115. 
Hand-forged gifts and traditional de-
coys/shorebirds. 757-710-0496 www.
ForestryandWildlife.com

n Billy Crockett, Billy Crockett 
Carvings, in studio 117. Master carv-

er. 757-710-6669
n Amy Felske, fiber sculpture, art 

dolls, original sewing patterns, doll 
making kits. 757-331-0776, incipi-
entmadness.etsy.com

n Gertraud Fendler, Wearable art 
made with authentic sea glass. 757-
442-4430, www.sea-glass.girl.com

n Donna Stufft, Painted Stitch-
es. Art quilts, painted fabric embel-
lished with thread sketching. 443-
616-2665, www.paintedstitches.com

n Sarah Jillard, Painted Stitch-
es. Art quilts, painted fabric embel-
lished with thread sketching. 856-
340-2665, www.paintedstitches.com

n Joel Simpson, Hand-carved 
utensils and turned bowls — func-
tional art in wood 757-710-1822

n Dawn Simpson, Optic Fibers 
Crochet. Charming stuffed creatures, 
wearables, accessories. 757-710-5917

n Laura McGowan, Laura Mc-
Gowan Fine Art, in studio 114. Orig-
inal oil paintings inspired by the 
Eastern Shore. 757-710- 7600, www.
lauramcgowanfineart.com

n John Labodie, Margie Labadie, 
Steppingstone Arts, in studio 105. 
A carefully rendered fantastic uni-
verse of colorful objects and spaces. 
Natural world collaged paintings, 
prints, and poetry; glass-beaded jew-
elry. 910-734-3223, www.stepping-
stonearts.com.

n Fred Leutner. Award-winning 
oil paintings. 757-442-7671, www.
fredleutner.com

n Stevon Sample, Dominion Mul-
timedia LLC. Pen and ink, portraits, 
graphics dominiongraphi- cart@
gmail.com 757-709-2569

n Ginny Rutherford, Two Shorres 
Art LLC. Handbuilt functional and 
decorative pottery inspired by na-
ture. 609-385-3766.

n Brenda Llewellyn, Llewellyn 
Ceramics. Porcelain and stoneware 
functional pottery of organic design. 
240-478-7647

n Deb Torguson, Collectors Por-
traits. Portrait artist and fine art 
photographer working traditional 
and digital media. 757-710-0993, 
www.collectorsportraits.com

Guild tour 
(Continued from page 6)



EastErnshorEPost.com  |  novEmbEr 2024  |  shorE First  |  9

A New Book Celebrates the Shore Visually and in Verse
A Special Gift for Christmas This Year!

Writer and photographer Curtis J. Badger has combined his talents in The Rise and Fall of Tides to celebrate Virginia’s Eastern Shore both visually 
and in verse. While Badger is widely known for his books on the natural history and human history of the coast, he also is a talented photographer. 

“I have had a passion for photography all my life, especially black and white photography, and it seemed a natural marriage to join poems and 
photographs in this book. Black and white photographs seem to me a visual form of poetry. By removing color, you are reducing the image to its essence. 
And so it is with poetry. The challenge is to create an image not by adding words, but by subtracting them, mining a thought to get at its core.”

The Rise and Fall of Tides is a testimony to one man’s love of family and landscape and how the two have become inseparable over time. Fifty 
poems are complemented by 25 black and white photographs printed on premium paper in a horizontal format, 11 by 8 ½ inch book.

Copies are available directly from the publisher, Salt Water Media of Berlin, MD. 
Softback copies are $24.99 and hardbacks are $34.99, plus shipping and taxes, if applicable. 

Visit www.saltwatermedia.com, or call 443-513-4422.
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The Christmas Season is full at the 
Historic Palace Theatre. Arts Enter, 
the 501(c)(3) non- profit fine and per-
forming art center in Cape Charles, is 
producing several programs to cel-
ebrate the sights and sounds of the 
season. 

On Sunday, Dec. 8, at 2 p.m., the 
dance students under the direction of 
instructors Lisa Brasch, Mara Ifju, 
Amy Watkins, and Lucy Watkins, will 
present “Merry Movement,” a pro-
gram where dancers will display their 
skills while they celebrate the holiday 
season. 

The dance celebration will feature 
adult and school-aged students in mu-
sical theatre, modern, hip hop, ballet, 
stretch, and tap. The community is 
welcome to attend. 

To continue with Christmas fes-
tivities, on Sunday, Dec. 8 at 5 p.m., 
The Shore Singers, an established 
Community Choir directed by Megan 
Cartwright, will perform the mu-
sic that the men and women in the 
chorus have been rehearsing since 
September. 

After the performance, there will 
be a community sing-a-long, which 
has always been an enjoyable addition 
to the afternoon. The choir welcomes 
new members and practices at the 
Historic Palace Theatre on Thursday 
evenings.

On Wednesday, Dec. 18, at 7:30 
p.m., special guest Gerry Gennarelli 
will be traveling from Italy for a re-
turn performance in the theater.  

A world-renowned vocalist and pi-
anist, Gennarelli will treat the audi-
ence with his  ballads and classics and 
a bit of Christmas music as well. Audi-
ences will be delighted by his warmth, 
charisma and exceptional talent.  

Gennarelli’s Cape Charles theatre 
audience has been growing every year.

For what has become a traditional 
Christmas concert, the Virginia Sym-
phony Holiday Brass will  fill the stage 
of the theatre on Saturday, Dec. 21, at 
7:30 pm.  

Bold sounds of the Virginia Sym-
phony brass section will ring in the 
holidays with a blast.  The audience 
will experience the festive sounds of 
the season in a concert filled with wit, 
virtuosity, and the glorious music 
of the holidays — featuring the VSO 
brass and percussion sections in an 
all-new program. 

Patrons will enjoy music from a 
variety of styles that have made this 

concert a new holiday tradition. 
As the region’s most celebrated 

musical, educational, and entrepre-
neurial arts organization, the Virgin-
ia Symphony Orchestra is the larg-
est performing arts organization in 
southeastern Virginia. 

A. Scott Wood will conduct the 
symphony for the Holiday Brass con-
cert. Blue Heron Realty, a much-ap-
preciated patron of the arts over many 
years, is the presenting sponsor for 
the performance as they have been for 
several years.  

Blue Heron is a local family-owned 
business operating since 1993 and 
specializing in waterfront and water 
access homes on the beautiful Virginia 

Eastern Shore. Tickets for both Ger-
ry Gennarelli and the Virginia Sym-
phony Holiday Brass are available at 
www.artsentercapecharles.org

The Lemon Tree Gallery will also 
be alive with activity during the Cape 
Charles Festive Fridays.  

On Nov. 29, Dec. 6, Dec. 13 and 
Dec. 20, there will be special featured 
artists in the gallery along with live 
entertainment and a cash bar.  

Entertainment will include The 
Doorway Singers in Dickens’ inspired 
costumes singing Carols, The Sonic 
Ukes, Two Bridges, and on Dec. 20, 
“Stomp, Clap Yeah!” 

The theme for the featured art-
ists is Small Wonders.  Each artist 
will present original works of art that 
are smaller in nature and perfect for 
gift-giving.  

The featured artists are Clelia Car-
dano Sheppard on Nov. 29, Brenda 
Llewellyn on Dec. 6, Bethany Simpson 
Durham on Dec. 13, and Joanne Tay-
lor Donahue on Dec. 20.  

Fridays at Lemon Tree is an ongo-
ing, free weekly evening of entertain-
ment and friendship presented to the 
community.  

At the conclusion of each Festive 
Friday evening, a holiday film will be 
presented in the Historic Palace The-
atre at 8 p.m.  This year, The Polar 
Express will be shown on Friday, Nov. 
29 at 3 pm.

For more information about any of 
these events or dance, music and the-
atre classes for adults and children, 
call 757 331-4327.  

Arts Enter Cape Charles, the Lem-
on Tree Gallery, the Historic Palace 
Theatre and Films That Move help to 
keep the arts alive in Cape Charles.  

The arts

A festive December
coming to Palace Theatre

SUBMITTED IMAGE
On Wednesday, Dec. 18, at 7:30 p.m., special guest Gerry Gennarelli will be trav-
eling from Italy for a return performance at the Historic Palace Theatre in Cape 
Charles. 
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ESCC Career Adventure Day
On Friday, Oct. 18, Eastern Shore Com-

munity College hosted 445 local 10th grade 
students for the first YES! Career Adven-
ture Day. 

Each high school on the Shore was repre-
sented at the event. 

The collaborative community effort was 
designed to showcase the diverse careers 
that are available on the Shore.

More than 30 businesses and organi-
zations came to campus and joined ESCC 
faculty and staff to present displays and in-
teractive stations to represent careers and 
opportunities available to the students on 
the Shore. 

Eastern Shore Community College of-
fers a multitude of career paths to stu-
dents through its academic and workforce 
programs.

The event was presented by Eastern Shore 
Community College in partnership with the 
Bay Consortium Workforce Development 
Board, the ESVA and Chincoteague Cham-
bers of Commerce, and the Community Part-
ners of the Eastern Shore.
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Gather local sweet potatoes 
for traditional sweet-potato pie

Sweet-potato pie is pumpkin pie’s “black 
sheep” cousin. It sounds kind of weird in 
theory, but with the first bite you discover 
its absolute deliciousness. It is just a little 
bit lighter and less filling than pumpkin 
pie, but still just as festive for fall.

We grow lots of sweet potatoes here on 
Virginia’s Eastern 
Shore — most nota-
ble, a white-fleshed 
sweet-potato variety 
called Haymans. You 
rarely find them off 
of the Eastern Shore 
because they’re in 
such high demand 
with the locals. 

I still haven’t been 
able to get my hands 
on any this year. I’m 
hoping to track some 
down before next 
week for Thanksgiv-

ing, so keep your fingers crossed for me.
If you’re worried it might take more time 

and effort than a pumpkin pie, don’t be — 
it’s just as easy, with an even shorter ingre-
dient list. 

It’s one of those recipes that the little 
ones like to help make, too. There is plenty 
of stirring and whisking involved. It may 
seem strange that there’s no brown sugar 
or nutmeg — but just go with the lemon 
extract. It adds such a bright note to the 
sweet potato and really makes it sing.

So, if you’re looking for a new dessert 
that’s still traditional — you’ve found 
it. It is a perfect addition to your holiday 
Thanksgiving table that everyone is sure to 
enjoy.

Laura Davis

Laura Davis, of Chincoteague Island, is a food writer and blogger at www.tideandthyme.com. Her recipes have been featured on Huffington Post and www.craftbeer.com, among other publications. 
She is a frequent guest on WBOC-TV’s DelmarvaLife show, where she showcases her culinary talents for viewers. Her work appears monthly in Shore First. 

PHOTO COURTESY LAURA DAVIS
Sweet-potato pie is a perfect addition to your holiday Thanksgiving table that everyone is sure to enjoy.

Laura
Davis
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Ingredients
n 2 cups sweet-potato puree* 

(about 3 medium sweet potatoes)
n 3/4 cup granulated sugar
n 1 (12 oz) can evaporated milk
n 2 eggs, beaten
n 1 tbsp flour
n 1 tsp lemon extract
n 1 unbaked pie shell

Procedure
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Combine sweet-potato puree, sug-

ar, evaporated milk, eggs, flour, and 

lemon extract in a large bowl. 
Whisk until combined and smooth.
Pour into pie shell and bake for 

around 50 minutes, until crust is 
golden brown and the filling doesn’t 
jiggle.

Remove from oven to cool to room 
temperature before serving. Or re-
frigerate for a chilled pie.

* To make the sweet-potato puree: 
Pierce sweet potatoes in a few spots 
with a fork and microwave at high 
power for about 10 minutes or roast 
at 350° for about 1 hour, until tender. 
Let cool slightly, then peel and puree 
in a food processor.

Sweet-potato pie
recipe and ingredients
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Ian McLean
757-693-2001

Beth Haines
757-693-2489

Bunny McLean
757-710-5952

Susan Hill
757-710-3816

Dana Dillon 
804-937-4102

Patrick Daub
757-777-0159

Leslie Lewis
757-709-8271

Jessica Bernard
757-710-9938

Helen Glenn
757-710-3129

Maureen Mackay
757-709-8590

Diana Belote 
757-709-4972

Susan Beasley
757-710-1284

Tammy Mason
757-710-2295

Michael Baril 
757-710-5200

Andy Mason
757-710-8497

Christine Berkeley 
302-373-2244

Cindy Nicolls
757-710-2934

George Schoolfield
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Waterview of Folly Creek
25267 Seaside CT Accomac, VA

4 BR/ 3.5 B 

$819,000  MLS#62337   
Michael Baril (757) 710-5200

2265 Yardarm DR Greenbackville, VA
3 BR/ 2 B 

$389,000  MLS#63420   
Susan Beasley (757) 710-1284

Waterview of  Onancock Creek
24456 Nancock Gardens Rd Onancock, VA

3 BR/ 2 B 

$369,000  MLS#62300   
Jessica Bernard (757) 710-9938

Waterfront on Parkers Creek
27201 Barnes CIR Parksley, VA

3 BR/ 1 B 

$299,000  MLS#62335   
Jessica Bernard (757) 710-9938

47 Market Street | Onancock, VA  |  757-787-1010 | mason-davis.com

24168 Catherine ST Parksley, VA
3 BR/ 2 B 

$289,000  MLS#62404   
Jessica Bernard (757) 710-9938

35495 Walter ST Quinby, VA
3 BR/ 2 B 

$215,000  MLS#62387  
Patrick Daub (757) 777-0159

Access To Water Of South Chesconessex
22044 Southside Rd Onancock, VA

2 BR/ 1 B 

$205,000  MLS#62303   
Dana Dillon (804) 937-4102

11510 Poplar Ave Exmore, VA
3 BR/ 1 B 

$239,900  MLS#63421   
Daryl Ann Mitros (845) 596-7151

from our family to yours!

31181 Drummondtown RD, Wachepreague, VA
Historic Bunting Place Est 1790

Waterfront Farm on Nickawampus Creek,
+/- 96.25 Acres 4,162 SQ FT 5 BD/2.5 BA 

$2,200,000  MLS#59188   
Tammy Mason (757) 710-2295

31 Brooklyn Ave Wachapreague, VA
4 BR/ 2 B 

$299,999  MLS#61987   
Diana Belote (757) 709-4972

15020 Par Pl Melfa, VA
2 BR/ 2 B 

$265,900  MLS#60799   
Linda Baylis Spence (757) 999-4503

Waterfront On Onancock Creek
15259 Russell DR Onancock, VA

2 BR/ 2 B 

$549,900  MLS#60280   
George Schoolfield (757) 710-1871

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

PRICE IMPROVEMENT! PRICE IMPROVEMENT! PRICE IMPROVEMENT! PRICE IMPROVEMENT!
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Considering ways to improve 
ourselves and our outlooks

I believe we can always be improving ourselves and 
our outlooks.  

The only way you can get better or make significant 
changes in your life is to be proactive, be positive, and 
know that you will get out of it what you put into it.  

Develop that can-do attitude so you can live your life 
fully and feel the joy that you deserve.  

I wrote “Just Keep Improv-
ing” in October with the first 
five ways to improve yourself.  

Here are five more ways to 
keep getting better:

n Become a positive person.
If you tend to get bogged 

down by negative thoughts, 
here’s what you can do.  

Start by interrupting your 
thoughts. Don’t go down that 
road. Then flip your thoughts 
around.  

If you think, “I will never get 
back in shape,” you can turn 
that around to “I will get back in 

shape by spending 20 minutes per day walking and I will 
start today.”  

The word “yet” can be a game changer in a sentence.    
Taking that same example, you might be thinking 
“I’m not in good shape.”  When you add the word “yet” 
there’s a difference — “I’m not in good shape yet.”  

You give yourself some compassion so you can visu-
alize yourself getting in shape and then actually making 
exercise part of your everyday life.

n Be grateful.
Gratitude changed my life. I used it to dig myself out 

of a depression after a long stretch of heartache.  
I rebuilt my life through daily practice and intention.  

You can do it, too.
I like to write in my journal. The experts say that 

writing things down offers freedom of expression, as op-

posed to typing.  
I know gratitude helps me appreciate what is going 

well right here, right now, in the moment.  That’s all 
that matters.  

It helps keep you present so you don’t dwell on the 
past or worry about the future.

n Be forgiving.
Try forgiveness. It’s not easy. It’s probably the people 

that are hardest to forgive who need it the most.  
They might be going through a hard time, or they 

might be doing the best they can.  
Holding a grudge or resentment toward someone can 

drain you and prevent you from moving on.  
When you forgive someone, you are more likely to get 

back some of that energy that was draining you by being 
angry or resentful.  

You don’t need to tell them if that is not available to 
you. Forgiving them in your heart will free you up too.  
Write a letter and burn it. 

Do whatever it takes so you can move on.
n Believe in yourself.
Do you know what Theodore Roosevelt said?  “Com-

parison is the thief of joy.”  
You need to remember that. You have unique gifts 

and talents.  
You will feel a lot better about yourself if you appre-

ciate who you are and what you can bring into the world, 
instead of comparing yourself to others.  

You may find that you are happier when you believe in 
yourself than when you compare yourself to others.

n Take responsibility for your actions.
If you really want to improve yourself, your health, 

your career, or your outlook, you need to be the first one 
to own your choices and your decisions.  

Today may not be the perfect day to start doing sit-
ups every day or writing for a few minutes, but let’s face 
it — there is no perfect time.  

Just do it and get started. You will be glad you did. 
You are the one who has the power to make yourself bet-
ter.  Own it and become unstoppable.

You can feel a lot better about yourself and the world 
around you when you are positive and grateful.  

Sometimes it takes a leap of faith to be forgiving and 
to believe in yourself, but you’ll find that it is worth it in 
the end.  

Be the person who does what you say you will do to 
prove to yourself and to others that you hold yourself 
accountable.

Become your biggest cheerleader and believe that you 
are amazing.

Betsy Seybolt

Betsy
Seybolt

Betsy Seybolt, of Onancock, mindset and motivational coach.  She is currently teaching her eight-week course, “Self-Care Essentials.”   Sign up to receive her weekly newsletter to find out about upcoming workshops, 
masterclasses, and her plans for 2025:  https://www.betsyseybolt.com/newsletter-signup

PHOTO COURTESY PIXABAY
Betsy Seybolt: When is an ideal time to improve 
yourself? The best thing to do is just start.
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Early 
Detection
is Key!

The earlier lung cancer  
is detected the easier it is to treat.
Lung cancer is the second most common form of cancer for both 
men and women in the United States. More people die of lung 
cancer than breast, colon and prostate cancers combined.

Screen for Lung Cancer  
with Low Dose CT (LDCT) 
LDCT screening finds lung cancer sooner, before you have any 
signs or symptoms.

Performed annually, LDCT is used to detect lung cancer 
at an earlier stage when it is easier to treat. A LDCT scan is 
for individuals who have no symptoms but are at high risk 
because of their smoking history and age.

This screening only takes a few minutes and is not painful.

Talk to your health care provider if:  
• You are between 50 and 80 years old
• You have smoked an average of one pack a day for 20 years 

Questions? Call 757-534-LUNG (5864)

Want help to quit smoking?
Get FREE expert counseling, education  
and a personalized quit plan from a quit  
coach by calling 1-800-QUIT-NOW.

   

riversideonline.com/lungcancer

Celebration at Giddens’
Do-Drop Inn

There will be a pre-Thanksgiving 
celebration at Giddens’ Do-Drop Inn, 
8204 Bayford Road, Weirwood, on 
Saturday, Nov. 16.  

Doors open at 6 p.m. and tickets are 

$20 in advance and can be picked up at 
Rayfield’s Pharmacy in Nassawadox 
and Cape Charles, also at The Book 
Bin in Onley. 

Tickets are $25 at the door.  Live 
music by Down ‘n’ Outs Band and hors 
d’ oeuvres will be served. 

For more information you can call 
804-513-0532.
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The Rev. Kirk Mariner was an Eastern Shore author, historian, and United Methodist minister whose book, “Off 13: The Eastern Shore of Virginia Guidebook,” is an indispensable volume for natives and visitors alike. 
Mariner died in 2017. His work appears in Eastern Shore First courtesy of Miona Publications. This first appeared in his book, “True Tales of the Eastern Shore.”

When Democrat Grover Cleveland was first 
elected president in 1884, a 23-year Republican 
hold on the White House ended, and the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia rejoiced.

In Locustville the townsfolk erected a 65-foot 
“Cleveland Pole” from which wafted a banner 

proclaiming “Democratic 
Victory.” 

Residents of Temperancev-
ille, Atlantic, and Mapps-
ville celebrated with music, 
bonfires, and “illuminations,” 
then descended upon Mod-
est Town to celebrate with 50 
rounds of cannon. 

The parade that formed in 
Drummondtown wound its 
way into Onancock. Chin-
coteague’s parade was even 
larger: 50 people on horse-
back, several hundred people 
on foot, a brass band, over 

1,500 spectators, and “for miles along the shore 
nearly every dwelling was illuminated” for the 
occasion. 

In Mearsville merchant A.F. Mears an-
nounced that he was changing the name 
of his store to Cleveland “in honor of the 
president-elect.”

Though hardly remembered here today, few 
presidents have ever been as popular on the East-
ern Shore of Virginia as Grover Cleveland (1837-
1908). And no president before or since ever loved 
the Shore more or visited it as often.

By May 1886, Grover Cleveland had spent one 
night outside Cape Charles at “Hollywood,” the 
home of William L. Scott, the multimillionaire 
industrialist and Democratic congressman from 
Pennsylvania who was then engaged in developing 
the new town of Cape Charles. 

Cleveland traveled by train and returned to 
Washington, D.C., the following day. His one-day 
visit was the first time an incumbent president of 
the United States had ever set foot on the soil of 

the Eastern Shore of Virginia.
It was during his second term that Cleveland be-

came a more frequent visitor to the Shore, and his 
several visits began almost immediately. 

November 1892 found the nation in fiscal crisis, 
with many people calling for an emergency session 
of Congress and Democratic office-seekers ready to 
besiege the new president. 

Cleveland, who would not officially take of-
fice until March, calmly announced that he 
would consider no applications for offices prior 
to his inauguration and set out for some rest 
and relaxation. His destination was Hog Island, 
Virginia.

Hog Island was then a popular out-of-the-way 
spot for wealthy northern sportsmen, and Grover 
Cleveland loved to hunt and fish. 

One friend who shared that passion was John S. 
Wise, an Eastern Shoreman, son of Gov. Henry A. 
Wise, who met Cleveland in New York towards the 
end of his first term. 

Though he was a Republican and the president 
was a Democrat, the two men hunted and fished 
together a number of times, and Wise later de-
scribed such days spent with Cleveland: “I have 
known him to sit on a calm, sunshiny day in a 
duck blind for 10 consecutive hours, with noth-
ing but a simple luncheon to break his fast and 
nothing but whistlers and buffleheads coming 
in to his decoys, and return home at night with 
nothing but a dozen ‘trash’ ducks … as content 
and uncomplaining as if he had enjoyed real 
sport.”

Soon after his re-election, Cleveland pushed 
business aside, “got out his tackle, and went to 
Hog Island after bluefish.” 

He arrived on Nov. 23, 1892, and at week’s 
end the local Peninsula Enterprise reported that 
“President-elect Cleveland, accompanied by a few 

The president who
loved the Eastern Shore

Kirk Mariner

PUBLIC DOMAIN
President Grover Cleveland took a shine to the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia. 

(Continued on page 19)
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friends, arrived in a special car over 
the NYP&N Railroad at Exmore 
station … enroute to Hog Island, 
where he went, it is stated, to es-
cape the office-seekers and to seek 
recreation and rest in gunning for a 
few days.” 

Despite his popularity on the 
Shore, only “a party of 50 Democrats 
or more who had heard of his coming 
were on hand to receive him on his ar-
rival at Exmore.” 

The president spent a week and a 
half on Hog Island, then slipped back 
to Washington, D.C., as quietly as he 
had come, using the private car of the 
railroad superintendent.

It was the first of several vis-
its. The exact number of times that 
Cleveland vacationed on Hog Island 
is uncertain; while still president he 

was there at least once more, in June 
1893, and possibly also a third and 
even a fourth time.

At least two Eastern Shoremen 
served as guides to the president 
during his visits to Hog Island: Hen-
ry Warren Doughty (1867-1960) 
and Thomas Major Doughty (1836-
1925). On one of these visits, the 
presidential party returned from 
a day of fishing and walked up the 
land to their lodging, leaving Thom-
as Doughty to secure and tidy up the 
boat. 

Among the party was Frank H. 
Taylor, an artist-reporter for the Bos-
ton Advocate, and when he later saw 
Doughty trudging up the same lane, 
wearily carrying sails, water jug, 
and trident from the boat, he made a 
hasty sketch of the man and gave it 
to him. 

It is still preserved in the family, 
as is also the bed in which Cleveland 
is said to have slept.

Cleveland
(Continued from page 18)
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Curtis J. Badger is a Delmarva native who majored in English at Salisbury University and, with the exception of four years traveling as a U.S. Air Force photojournalist, has enjoyed a career photographing and writing 
about his native coast. His books include “Salt Tide: Cycles and Currents of Life Along the Coast,” “Bellevue Farm: Exploring Virginia’s Coastal Countryside,” and many others. He lives in Accomack County.

  One of the most prolific chroniclers of local his-
tory was James Egbert Mears, who was born on the 
Shore but left as a teenager and never returned as a 
full-time resident. 

Mears was born in 1884 on the Robert Guy farm on 
Martin’s Road in Hacks Neck, and over his lifetime 
compiled voluminous records of the history and gene-
alogy of Accomack County.

   Unfortunately, little re-
mains of Mears’ work that is 
readily available to the public. 

In 1937 he published a book 
titled “Hacks Neck and its Peo-
ple — Past and Present.” 

The book was an exhaustive 
compendium of the families 
who inhabited the landscape, 
its history, and its character. 
The book was privately pub-
lished, sold out, and gained col-
lector status. 

The rarest of Mears’ work 
is a history of the Eastern 
Shore during the Civil War. 

In 1957 he assembled a collection of writings titled 
“The Eastern Shore During the War of Secession and 
Reconstruction.” 

The collection consisted of typed pages, double 
spaced, hand laid in cardboard bindings, and each vol-
ume was about three inches thick. 

Copies were given to the local governments and to 
the Library of Virginia. A copy is in the collection of 
the Eastern Shore of Virginia Heritage Center (ESPL) 
in Parksley. 

These writings, along with columns published 
in The Eastern Shore News, provide a vivid por-
trait of the Eastern Shore in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 

   Historian Brooks Miles Barnes says that Mears’ 
research is invaluable to scholars today. 

“Mears’ contribution to Eastern Shore history is 
surpassed by no one, including (Susie May) Ames and 
(Ralph T.) Whitelaw,” says Barnes. “Consulting his 
work is a must for anyone studying the 19th and 20th 
centuries.” 

Mears grew up in Pungoteague and when he was 
writing his memoirs in the 1930s the events of the 
1890s seemed to be fresh in his mind. 

“When I was a boy — in the 1890s — going to Pun-
goteague on Saturday afternoon was almost a ritual; 
it was an event to which farm boys looked forward. If 
a man wished to meet, without previous appointment, 
an acquaintance living almost anywhere in the Pun-
goteague Magisterial District, west of the railroad, 

the chance of seeing him at Pungoteague on such an 
afternoon was good.” 

   Mears left the Shore when he was 17, and ac-
cording to his bio in “Hacks Neck and Its People,” he 
lived a nomadic life, beginning in southwest Virginia 
and Tennessee, then moving to Florida, where he was 
in the tourism business, and eventually to Chicago, 
where he led tours to both national and international 
destinations. 

Meanwhile, he wrote freelance material for a va-
riety of newspapers, including The Eastern Shore 
News. His column “The Shore Line” was a regular 
feature in the newspaper, dealing with the people and 
history of his homeland, Hacks Neck.

Mears remained single until age 48, when he mar-
ried the widow Carline Corcoran of Chicago, whose 
husband had been killed in the first World War.

 Mears has unfortunately been overlooked as a local 
historian, one whose research from the period of the 
Civil War to the early 20th century is unmatched. 

The reason is that he was never published, with the 
exception of the Hacks Neck book, which he self-pub-
lished in Chicago. 

Other local historians of note are known and re-
membered for the books they published. Whitelaw’s 
classic two-volume set, “Virginia’s Eastern Shore,” 
has been a collector’s item for generations. 

Ames was widely published, as were Jennings 
C. Wise and John Sergeant Wise, whose book “The 
End of an Era,” was published in 1899 by Houghton 
Mifflin.

   Perhaps in this digital age, the time has come to 
give James E. Mears his due and his voice. Mears’ 
double-spaced typed manuscript could be scanned and 
shared with readers with the click of a mouse. 

He wrote his last column in the 1960s and passed 
away on July 8, 1975, in Broward County, Fla. 

He is buried in the cemetery of St. Georges Episco-
pal Church in his beloved Pungoteague. Perhaps the 
time has come to let his light shine.

Shining a light on James E. Mears, 
forgotten Eastern Shore historian

Curtis Badger

GHOTES PHOTO
James Egbert Mears is one of the Eastern Shore’s 
most prolific chroniclers of local history. 
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Taylor Marshall
Account Development Executive
302.258.4101
staylmar@amazon.com

For local opportunities in Cape Charles, contact:



22  |  Shore FirSt  |  November 2024  |  eaSterNShorePoSt.com



100 years ago
November 1924

Big car ferries for Cape Charles
The world’s largest car ferries, a pair of them, 

will be built by the Pennsylvania Railroad to trans-
port 40 car trains across the mouth of the Chesa-
peake Bay from Cape Charles to Little Creek.

No vessel of their kind, barring one which plies 
between Key West, Fla., and Havana, Cuba, and an-
other recently placed in service on the Great Lakes 
by the Pere Marquette railroad, will approach in 
size the craft which the Pennsy plans.

Their length will be approximately 400 feet, 
which is longer than the average ocean-going steam-
er. But where sea-going vessels draw from 25 to 
40 feet of water, the Pennsy’s car ferries are being 
designed for a draft of between 12 and 14 feet. They 
will, using an expression which has been employed 
to describe the light-draft sternwheelers of the Mis-
sissippi, be able to “navigate on a heavy dew.” Their 
unusual design is due to the fact that the approach-
es, both to Little Creek and Cape Charles harbor, are 
shallow. The marine architects who have been work-
ing on the plans for the Pennsy’s steamers admit 
that they have had a man-size problem to solve.

Officials of the railroad company have divulged 
that preliminary plans for the pair of boats, which 
will be expected to handle the increased volume 
of business across the bay, which will follow com-
pletion of the Little Creek terminal project, upon 
which work is due to start soon, were drawn several 
years ago. Now they are being revised, and it was 
intimated today would soon be finished. It was in-
dicated, however, that the railroad probably would 
not ask bids on their construction at once, as they 
can be built in much shorter time than it will take 
to complete the work at Little Creek, and the rail-
road will have no use for them until the Little Creek 
terminal is ready.

The distance between Little Creek and Cape 
Charles is 24 miles, and including time for undock-
ing and docking, the new craft, whose speed will be 
14 miles per hour, are being counted on to make the 
trip in two hours flat, or nearly an hour under the 
running time between Cape Charles and Norfolk.

Both freight and passenger trains, it is under-
stood, will be transported across the bay on the 
ferry steamers. There also will be accommodation 
upon them for local passengers. Provisions for the 
transportation of automobiles are being made.

— The Roanoke Times

Cotton and tomatoes to be grown
on Eastern Shore

Since growing potatoes on such a large scale in 
both Northampton and Accomack counties has been 
realized by the farmers to be a serious mistake, re-
sulting in the crop being marketed for the last three 
years at a loss, other crops to take the place of “King 
Spud” have been under consideration by the growers 
for some time.

A series of farmers meetings have been held in 
different sections of the county to determine the 
advisability of growing both cotton and tomatoes. 
According to announcements made this week by 
leading farmers of Northampton County, 1,500 acres 
of tomatoes and 500 acres of cotton will be under cul-
tivation in this county next year, thereby reducing 
potato acreage by more than 2,000 acres.

— Ledger-Star

Man is silent on queries in 14 languages
Either a Magyar or insane is the verdict of 

the immigration authorities after unsuccess-
fully trying 14 languages on a bearded, slouchy 
man, apparently middle-aged, who was picked 
up in Cape Charles recently without anything to 
show where he was from or how he managed to 
enter this country, according to a letter from 
Edwin B. Schmucker, district director of the 
immigration service here, to Chief of Police 
Ironmonger.

Director Schmucker in his letter said that 
the police will bring the man before a lunacy 
commission. If insane, he could be incarcerated 
in an asylum, while if sane he could be deported 
later, the letter says.

The man was brought to Norfolk Friday 
evening from Cape Charles by W.F. Bloxom, of 
Cheriton, who turned him over to the immi-
gration authorities. Interpreters at the immi-
gration office tried Russian, French, German, 
Latvian, Slovakian, and the languages of the 
Balkan states on the mysterious visitor but 
were unable to get any results. Finally they 
were forced to the decision that he was either 
insane or else one of the nomadic Magyar tribes 
of Siberia and Eastern Russia. None of the 
interpreters could converse in the guttural 
language of the Magyar tribes, so this avenue 
of approach to the personality of the man was 
closed.

The police lodged him in a detention cell 
pending further investigation. A charge of va-

grancy was put against him and he was docketed 
as the inmate of cell number seven.

—The Daily News Leader

Ship 12 carloads of fish
The sum of $60,000 was realized from a single 

day’s catch of fish yesterday in the pounds just off 
the beach opposite Exmore, this county, when 12 re-
frigerator cars moved to the markets 1,500 barrels of 
gray trout that averaged the fishermen $40 a barrel.

It was the biggest catch of the season and possibly 
in years of any of the seaside fishermen and came 
at a time when the season is about to close. The fish 
industries along the coast of the two Eastern Shore 
of Virginia counties have had a comparatively poor 
season.

Operating under an expense that exceeds $1,000 a 
day, the Exmore-Willis Wharf fishermen are possibly 
the largest single fishing concerns along the Atlantic 
seaboard south of the New England states. Their fish 
pounds are offshore, directly opposite Exmore, the 
upper end of Northampton County. Their catches for 
the season will exceed 400 carloads.

— Ledger-Star

Sportsmen report good shooting
on Eastern Shore

With wild ducks arriving on the seaside marshes 
between Cape Charles and Chincoteague Island in 
greater numbers than is usual at this season of the 
year, sportsmen of Accomack and Northampton 
counties came in last week with well-filled bags and 
reported exceptionally good shooting.

The marshes between the ocean beach and the 
mainland of the two Eastern Shore of Virginia 
counties are becoming more popular shooting 
grounds each year.

— Ledger-Star

75 years ago
November 1949

SCC to tour Eastern Shore
for rail study

Members of the State Corporation Commis-
sion go to the Eastern Shore of Virginia tomor-
row to inspect a 58-mile strip of the Pennsylva-
nia Railroad that wants to knock off 14 agency 
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

(Continued on page 24)
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

stations in one swoop.
The commissioners, H. Lester Hooker, W. 

Marshall King, and Ralph T. Catterall, will go 
to Cape Charles from Old Point by Pennsylvania 
ferry tomorrow morning and will start a tour of 
the line between Cape Charles and Girdletree, 
Md., at 1:30 p.m. They will be accompanied 
by W.C. Seibert, the commerce counsel of the 
commission.

The stations at which the Pennsylvania wants 
to end service are Kiptopeke, Townsend, Cape-
ville, Bayview, Cobbs, Weirwood, Keller, Melfa, 
Hopeton, Bloxom, Mears, Makemie Park, Oak 
Hall, and Franklin City.

It is proposed to take carload shipments hith-
erto picked up at these points at Cape Charles, 
Cheriton, Nassawadox, Painter, Hallwood, 
Lecato, Parksley, and Girdletree.

The railroad contends that between Jan. 1 
and Aug. 1 this year, gross revenue originating 
at the 14 stations they want to remove has fall-
en off 57.6%, while costs have been going up.

All the stations are on the Delmarva Division 
of the Pennsylvania, which operates from Cape 
Charles northward to New York.

There are 28 stations on the division and the 
proposal to reduce the number by 14 is consid-
ered one of the most sweeping of such econo-
mies planned by a Virginia railroad.

— The Richmond News Leader

Three Accomack men held in robbery
Three Wachapreague men are charged with 

robbery of $50 and a cash register and a quantity 
of ale and beer from Hyman Walman’s store, near 
Wachapreague, the sheriff’s office said.

Two released under $1,000 bond are: Tommie 
Colonna, 21, and Thomas Pruitt Jr., 25. Norman 
Peppler, 26, is still being held in lieu of $1,000 
bond in the Accomack County jail.

Police said they were identified near the store 
that was robbed early Friday morning.

The cash register was found on a golf driving range 
on North Division Street in Salisbury, Md., police said.

Henry Lamanque, owner of the driving range, 
found it there yesterday.

Salisbury police checked the register’s serial num-
ber and notified the Accomack County authorities.

— The Daily Times

Bids set for work on research plant
at Wallops Island

The National Advisory Committee on Aeronau-
tics has called for sealed bids on the construction of 
roads, utilities, and other expansion of the research 
facilities at Wallops Island in Accomack County. 
Bids will be opened Dec. 1 at 10 a.m. at the commit-
tee’s Langley Air Force Base office.

Plans prepared by the engineering department at 
Langley call for access roads to be built, the extension 
and relocation of the existing seawall, construction of 
a launching platform, two instrument stations, a ram 
jet fuel building and pile foundations for a future solid 
propellant shop, in addition to outside water and air 
lines, electrical work, and a sewage disposal system.

The plan of construction specifies that the radar 
station and its access roads must be built first and 
must be completed within 60 days after the work gets 
underway. The launching platform and its circular 
road are second on the construction schedule.

The specifications and the plans for the construc-
tion can be seen at the Builders and Contractors 
Exchange in the Monticello Arcade.

The Wallops Island research facilities are located 
on the oceanfront a short distance from the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad station at Hallwood.

The proposed new construction there will be the 
second recent expansion of Air Force research facili-
ties in this area. Last week, the NACA called for bids 
on the construction of a new gas dynamics laboratory 
at Langley Air Force Base.

— The Virginian-Pilot

Tangier sends gift, check to hospital
Remote Tangier Island sent a gift of linens and a 

check for the Sheltering Arms Hospital today.
The hospital had cared for a patient from the 

island. Women there held a meeting and collected 
a supply of linens, which, with the check, arrived 
within a week of the regular hospital Donation Day.

Approximately $12,000 in cash and considerable 
supplies of vegetables and canned food from schools 
and churches were also received at the Donation 
Day last Thursday, members of the board reported. 
Donations came from many rural points.

Members of the junior board of the hospital 
will be on hand this afternoon at 5 p.m. to receive 
baskets of foodstuffs sent from various Richmond 
public schools.

— The Richmond News Leader

50 years ago
November 1974

Persistence pays off
for Eastern Shore waterman

Edward Bender, a Cape Charles waterman who 
became his own “lawyer,” won his zoning applica-
tion case Tuesday after an almost two-year legal 
battle with Northampton County officials.

Unshaven, wearing muddy, knee-high rubber 
boots, with his flannel shirt tail hanging out, Bend-
er appeared before the Zoning Board of Appeals, 
where the case began in May 1973, to ask that he 
be granted a permit to clean and pack fish in Cape 
Charles.

The board, which Bender charged was hostile 
toward him and acted out of political motivation 
originally, was in a conciliatory mood in voting 
unanimously to grant him the permit with no 
strings attached.

Denying charges of political motivation, mem-
bers said Tuesday they acted as they did originally 
because they didn’t understand “exactly” what 
Bender wanted to do.

Board member John E. Tankard Jr. asked Bender, 
“What did my politics have to do with it?”

Bender replied, “Well, I just didn’t see why it 
was denied.”

Tankard replied, “I’m very unpolitically minded. 
I just didn’t have enough information.”

Bender, an Eastern Shore native who returned to 
Cape Charles to live and start a commercial fishing 
business in 1973, became enraged when his permit 
was denied by the board by a vote that was taken in 
a closed session.

He launched an investigation of the board. He 
spent about $200 to buy himself a set of Virginia 
Code books, hired a lawyer, started various appeal 
actions, and meanwhile ran as an independent for 
the Shore seat.

The long legal process caused him to give up his 
lawyer and become “one myself,” he said.

He found that George F. Parsons, chairman of 
the board, was simultaneously serving as a mem-
ber of the school board and on the appeals board, a 
violation of state law.

Parsons retired from the school board as a result 
of Bender’s actions. And when it came time for 
him to get a hearing before the circuit court judge, 
Bender contended he didn’t believe he could get a 
fair hearing before the local judge.

Virginia Beach Circuit Court Judge Austin E. 
Owen was assigned to hear the case when Bender 

Yesteryears
(Continued from page 23)

(Continued on page 25)
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

got the local judge to disqualify himself.
During the court hearing held Sept. 26, Bender 

proved to Owen’s satisfaction that the board acted 
illegally, in violation of the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act, by voting in closed sessions.

Owen, in a subsequent decision, agreed with the 
controversial fisherman and ordered the zoning 
appeals board to rehear the case.

Tuesday’s meeting was the result of Owen’s 
ruling.

Bender, who had been on his boat fishing prior to 
the 11 a.m. meeting, was the first on the agenda but 
didn’t arrive until just before the meeting ended.

After the board’s vote, a smiling Bender said 
he had to get back “to the boat. I got fish in them 
nets.”

— The World-News

Virginia man given 30 years
in bank robbery

A 28-year-old Nassawadox man was sentenced to 30 
years in prison for the Oct. 3 holdup of the National 
Bank of Northampton in Nassawadox. James Arthur 
Crudup was charged in the $7,581 theft.

Crudup and his brother, George Allen Crudup, were 
arrested at the south island of the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel by state police less than two hours after 
the bank was robbed at gunpoint at 1 p.m.

Special Investigator for State Police J.K. Adams 
said that $7,581 was stolen from the bank. “All except 
$131 was recovered,” Robert C. Oliver, Commonwealth 
Attorney for Northampton County added.

George Allen Crudup was not charged in connection 
with the robbery but was charged with a misdemeanor, 
Oliver said.

— The Daily Times

Identity sought of man sold as laborer
Eastern State Hospital officials are trying to de-

termine the identity of a retarded Black man who says 
he was sold to a migrant labor crew in New York last 
summer.

The mental institution has no background informa-
tion about the man other than what he has told them 
— that he is “Fred Jackson from New York.”

The 5-foot-6, 130-pound man was picked up by a 
Northampton County sheriff’s deputy because he 

appeared lost.
“He had no papers on him but said he was brought 

here from New York by a migrant labor crew to pick 
tomatoes,” Deputy Sheriff Kellam Doughty said.

When the man arrived at the hospital in July, he 
weighed only 90 pounds. Doctors say he still is un-
derdeveloped and probably is microcephalic, a form 
of mental retardation characterized by an extremely 
small skull.

Jackson told a social worker that “a man gave my 
father some money and then took me away to pick 
tomatoes.”

Jackson said he would like to be returned to his 
father, “who I ain’t seen in about a year,” and his 
brother, “Charles, who’s older than me,” and his sis-
ter, “Kate — she’s 12.”

“It’s a believable story,” said Doughty. “Some of 
the migrants go to New York on weekends and pick 
up the retarded off Skid Row and bring them back to 
work in the fields.

“If they can work, fine. If they can’t, they put them 
out.”

Dr. Hugh Stokes, assistant superintendent of the 
hospital, said Jackson “seems very happy.” He said 
conversing with the man was difficult and often his 
statements were contradictory. 

Once he told Stokes, “I’m goin’ back to New York to 
pick tobacco.”

Jackson’s case is complicated by a new state law 
that prohibits state institutions from holding mental-
ly retarded persons unless they have been committed 
by those responsible for them.

A judge already has decided that Jackson needs 
protection and should be confined. Another hearing 
will be held within six months. If his family is not 
found, he probably will be transferred to a training 
school for the mentally retarded.

But officials here are at a loss to find out more 
about Jackson’s family.

— The Roanoke Times

Accomack school break-in probed
The Accomack County Sheriff’s Office is 

investigating an overnight break-in at the S. 
Accomack Elementary, located at Bob Town 
between Accomac and Pungoteague.

L.W. Trent, the school’s principal, said the 
cafeteria was entered by breaking a window, 
and as far as had been determined, the theft 
consisted of food items. Although Mr. Trent 
said a complete inventory had not been taken.

Virginia State Police were also investigating 
a breaking and entering at the Red Barn Gro-

cery Store at Wachapreague, which was re-
ported this morning. Police said a preliminary 
investigation revealed that cigarettes had been 
stolen and the store had been generally ran-
sacked.

— The Daily Times

Ocean Hiway joins Onancock
to push colonial house

Brooks Russell, president of the Ocean Hiway 
Assn., has announced that the Town of Onancock 
has joined the association to promote Kerr Place, 
which was recently named a national historic site.

Kerr Place is a two-story brick mansion with 
classical architecture built around 1790 by John 
Shepard, of Scotland. The central section, which is 
gabled, extends forward with a pedimented, fan-
lighted entrance. The walls of the drawing room 
were originally papered with life-size pictures of 
one of the Caesars. From the ceiling still hangs a 
chandelier, a duplicate of one that hangs in the Gov-
ernor’s Palace at Williamsburg.

The house, which is one of the oldest remaining 
brick homes in America today, is now operated by 
the historical association, which conducts sched-
uled tours for visitors April through October.

Onancock was established in 1680 and was 
named the county seat that same year, a position it 
held until 1786. Kerr Place is one of several of the 
colonial points of interest that Onancock visitors 
will see as the bicentennial gains enthusiasm among 
travelers.

A color photograph of the house will be one of the 
15 attractions pictured on the 1975 edition of the 
Ocean Hiway Strip Map. Over a quarter of a million 
of these maps are distributed annually by the Ocean 
Hiway Assn., its members, AAA Motor Clubs, oil 
company tour bureaus, and state and locally oper-
ated information centers. Next year’s Ocean Hiway 
Motorists Guide will also include a picture of the 
house with more detailed information such as hours 
of operation and admission fees.

— The Daily Times

Sightless Chincoteague boy 
is radio dispatcher

The Department of Interior’s National Park Ser-
vice has utilized the services of many handicapped 
people in its “Volunteer in the Parks” program, but 
never before has the agency had a blind, 15-year-
old, eighth grade boy serve as a radio dispatcher.

Yesteryears
(Continued from page 24)

(Continued on page 26)
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Yesteryears
100 years ago

December 1923

Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

Curtis L. Merritt, of Chincoteague, is no ordi-
nary student. Blind since infancy, he has not let his 
handicap limit his pursuit of unusual activities in 
life.

Indeed, how many other 15-year-olds have served 
as a ranger’s dispatcher?

Curtis’ chance came thanks to the efforts of Mel-
vin L. Olsen, Virginia District ranger at the Park 
Service’s Assateague Island National Seashore. 
Olsen knew the Eastern Shore blind boy to be indus-
trious, intelligent, and anxious to help an island he 
could not see. Ranger Olsen encouraged the student 
to serve in his office as a volunteer radio dispatcher 
and telephone operator this past summer.

Using such aids as a faceless clock with raised 
letters to record the time of all incidents, Curtis 
handled his tasks with ease. With his Braille writer 
and tape recorder, he maintained an accurate log of 
all data pertinent to the Virginia operation.

In his spare time, Curtis compiled in Braille a 
complete alphabetized law enforcement card file, 
which lists previous violations of seashore regula-
tions. The index is of great assistance to the ranger 
in the field who needs an immediate identification 
check on an individual for a possible previous vio-
lation record. Using an ordinary typewriter, Curtis 
converted the daily Braille log into a typewritten 
record, which all employees could utilize.

“This young man is to be commended for his 
ability and display of professionalism,” said Ranger 
Olsen. “At Assateague we found his handicap to be 
one of inspiration rather than limitation, and the 
seashore staff hopes to see him in the dispatcher’s 
chair again next summer.”

— The Daily Times

25 years ago
November 1999

Tracks across the tides
In April 1885, a stocky tugboat towing a barge 

loaded with railroad cars made its first trip across 
26 watery miles of the Chesapeake Bay.

The steel barge with railroad tracks that carried 
train cars from Norfolk to Cape Charles and back 
was an engineering marvel designed by Alexander 
Cassatt for the birth of a Shore railroad: the New 
York, Philadelphia, and Norfolk Railroad.

More than 100 years later, the train-floating 

operation still plies the bay, keeping the Eastern 
Shore railroad on track. Amazingly, the daily opera-
tion is unknown to some locals who think the trains 
that run down the spine of the Eastern Shore stop 
at the tip and simply turn around.

“It’s a unique operation we have,” says Eastern 
Shore Railroad general manager Larry LeMond. 
“It’s why we have a harbor. It’s why we have a 
town.”

On a recent summer-like morning, the Bay Tide, 
a perky red tug, eased out of Cape Charles harbor 
with a 414-foot-long barge carrying 22 empty cars 
to Little Creek, the southernmost part of the East-
ern Shore Railroad Line.

Common shipments are stone, coal, and cocoa 
beans. Uncommon cargo includes an occasional hobo 
and an orange cat named Fred that was adopted by 
the railroad after he stowed away on a trip to the 
Shore.

“He didn’t want to pay the toll,” LeMond said.
On this trip are chief engineer Scott Ellmann, 

who called Cape Charles home after he married a 
local girl, deckhand Darrell Clark, who served 11 
years in the U.S. Navy as an engineer, and another 
deckhand, Ike Judy.

You can’t miss first mate John Hammer, 21, 
though, with diamond earring, gold chain, and 
house slippers he wears on board for comfort.

Capt. Willie Lewis, 58, is the old salt you would 
expect to see running a gritty workboat — weath-
ered face, bulbous nose, piercing blue eyes, and a 
wit that has kept him afloat since he started work-
ing the water at the age of 16.

Leaving Cape Charles harbor, it seems impossible 
that the huge barge trailing behind is connected 
with just eight-inch-thick rope.

The run to Little Creek is monotonous, says Lew-
is, but a good crew makes all the difference.

“You’re closer to the guys on a tug than you are 
your wife,” he says. “You have a fight with your 
wife, one of you can leave. Here, you’re stuck with 
each other, so you better get along.”

The crew works six hours on, six hours off, liv-
ing, eating, and sleeping on the tug, which can turn 
into their home for 30 days at a time.

“We have everything here but booze,” Lewis said, 
“and I drink enough of that when I’m home.”

With Cape Charles out of sight, the bank of win-
dows in the wheelhouse shows nothing but shades of 
blue. The scene changes little during the crossing, 
with only a scattering of boats to share the bay.

Recreational boats can be the bane of the tug 
crew’s existence when they cut across the tug’s 
path as if it can stop on a dime.

“I have a saying out here,” Lewis said. “Fiber-

glass gives way to steel, little steel gives way to 
bigger steel. If they’re bigger than I am, I get out of 
their way.”

Hammer speaks of the dolphins they saw recent-
ly. The captain tells of pilot whales a few years ago.

Not much changes as the tug pulls along on au-
topilot at a speed of six knots until about two miles 
out from the Western Shore. Then it’s time for the 
crew to tie the tug alongside the barge for the trip 
into Little Creek Marina.

Hammer takes over piloting the tug as Lewis 
heads to his cabin for some needed rest. When it’s 
pointed out that Hammer looks more like he should 
be cruising a mall than cruising the bay, Lewis 
laughs.

“When he first got here he wasn’t worth the .22 
bullet to shoot him, but he learned fast. He’s one of 
the best.”

Outside, the crew’s teamwork makes the tie-up 
to the barge seem effortless. Hammer controls the 
throttle from the stern. Judy and Ellman travel 
nimbly between tug and barge. A flock of gulls free-
load on the cars, as they have done since the barge 
left Cape Charles.

Back in the wheelhouse, Hammer pulls slowly 
into Little Creek, where hulking gray Navy ships 
rise up next to upscale townhouses, and Navy Seals 
zip by on training excursions.

Now comes the delicate operation of lining up the 
barge to the stationary track at the harbor.

Hammer follows the radio directions called out 
by Ellman. Their patter is comprehensible only to 
them. 

“Here,” said Hammer, never losing his calm 
demeanor, “you can’t get bent out of shape, even if 
something goes wrong.”

At 1:15 p.m., the barge is ready to be unloaded. 
That will take an hour, and then the barge will be 
reloaded by the Eastern Shore Railroad for a return 
trip across the bay to Cape Charles.

Alex Parry, of the Eastern Shore Railroad, is 
waiting and points out the old ferry slip, empty but 
for the memory of the glory days of the railroad. 
Yet the floating train that was a marvel in the Vic-
torian era still amazes today. 

— The Daily Times

Washed over by time
There’s been so much erosion of the 50 or so 

acres of Half Moon Island over the last couple 
decades that it has become difficult to follow 
the crescent-shaped coast for which it was 
named, said Frank Ewell, 88.

Yesteryears
(Continued from page 25)
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

Until recent years, folks accustomed to a life 
before hunting laws, building restrictions, and 
multiple taxes assumed the island was un-
claimed territory. It just seemed part of the old 
fabric of life on Hunting Creek, off Pocomoke 
Sound in Accomack County.

Half Moon Island was considered community 
property, like so many of the small, uninhab-
ited islands along the east side of the Chesa-
peake Bay. People used to shoot fowl here and 
fish around the island, and skipjack owner and 
merchant Frank C. Lewis peddled the ill-gotten 
game (50 cents a duck, cleaned and picked) to 
affluent Accomack lawyers.

The island was widely known for its unusual-
ly white sandy beaches and was the site of Cal-
vary Church picnics for decades. Each year on a 
Saturday in late August, workboats loaded with 
families crowded one section of the beach for 
a meal featuring generous helpings of Eastern 
Shore fare. While some ate, others walked the 
shallow waters raking clams.

Now the clams are a thing of the past, and 
the island in the Pocomoke Sound is slowly 
washing away.

Nearby is Jack’s Island, a 500-acre spit of 
land that was once home to a working farm and 
the century-old Justis family graveyard. The is-
land was unique in that it contained an “artisan 
flow,” where fishermen filled 50-gallon kegs 
with fresh water to store aboard their boats.

Jack’s Island was also home to a “caveman.”
“Some old man named Cartwright had a cave 

there he lived in with his son,” said Sidney 
Sherwood, 86. He would “come once a month 
to Huntin’ Creek to get his groceries in a small 
boat with a homemade sail.

“He made a cave out of the cellar where the 
old house burned. He just laid claim to the land, 
stayed there two or three years.”

The “caveman” collected cow pies, stacks of 
them, in his one-room retreat and burned them 
like wood (“they glowed like hot coals”) in the 
winter, Sherwood said.

Later, another man laid claim to Jack’s Is-
land and charged families to graze their cows 
there for a season. Cows were led to the island, 
Sherwood said, by raising a small bridge con-
necting the mainland to the island.

Some produce was grown there and moved 
by barge to Justisville and then on to the train 

station in Parksley. Each fall, farmers raked 
“pine shatters,” the brown needles of pine trees, 
and worked them into the fields on the island 
to keep the ground from compacting. Except 
for being isolated, farmwork on the island was 
much the same as it was elsewhere — a way of 
life for generations of Eastern Shoremen.

— The Daily Times

History on the hoof
On the hoof, his pork chops, fat back, and ham 

hocks were legendary. Few on Virginia’s East-
ern Shore had ever seen so much hog. At 1,103 
pounds, Jumbo commanded awe from spectators 
and envy from farmers desirous of the honor — 
ah, the glory — of growing such an enormous 
package of bacon.

And when the day came in 1900 that Jumbo 
was headed for the sausage stuffer, he reached 
the zenith of hog fame — hundreds waged bets 
on his weight, thousands came to see him — be-
fore and after his demise — and the local press 
had a wildfire story.

Reporters from The Farmer and Waterman in 
Belle Haven, the Morning Herald in Baltimore, 
the Sussex Corinthian in Laurel, and the Rich-
mond Dispatch were among those covering the 
major news story. Yet the story began a year 
earlier, when George Thomas Mapp, who ran the 
Keller Hotel in the late 1890s, bought two hogs 
to see how big they’d grow. The preferred breed 
at the time was Poland China, but these were 
mixed with the lowly Swamp Rooter.

“He put those hogs up and started slopping 
them,” said Otho “O.W.” Mears, “and they were 
getting bigger and bigger, one in particular,” 
which Mapp called Jumbo, a “mammoth hog.”

Jumbo was putting on weight so fast he soon 
became a local celebrity.

Hotel patrons began asking Mapp weekly for 
weight updates. So Mapp, ever the business-
man, created a “guess the hog’s weight contest,” 
charging 10 cents a guess for a cash pot.

“He started months in advance, putting out 
brochures through the drummers (salesmen) for 
folks to guess what the hog would weigh at the 
appointed day — Tuesday, Feb. 6, 1900,” Mears 
said, excitement in his voice as he retold the 
century-old tale.

Before dawn, Mears said, people poured into 
Keller to witness the official weighing of the 
8-foot-long monumental hog. They came by 
train, ox cart, horse, mule and wagon, and, of 
course, on foot, for miles to see the unique hog.

“Every train that day was loaded,” Mears said, 
“People couldn’t get in town fast enough.” The 
impending end of the porker drew the biggest 
crowd imaginable. It was history in the making.

When men in the crowd of 1,500 celebrat-
ed the event with “John Barley Corn (whiskey) 
ruling the day,” Mears said, Deputy Sheriff Tank 
Kellam had to be summoned. It was “nip and 
tuck between Tank and John Barley Corn. They 
had a regular bear’s hug, over and over, down 
in the mud they had at it, while the boys yelled 
with delight,” one story noted. Tank won and the 
drunkards were removed.

“Never in the history of the Eastern Shore 
was so much interest manifested and so many in 
attendance at the killing or execution of an ani-
mal or man in this county,” read one newspaper 
account that also noted every road into Keller 
was jammed with carts, wagons, and carriages of 
all manner.

A famous hog deserved an equally famous exe-
cutioner, and Mapp, dubbed the “King Hog Rais-
er,” employed the talents of James Harmon, “the 
well-known Eastern Shore champion hog stick-
er,” Mears said. “He entered the pen with eight 
assistants (to hold the hog) and an 18-inch knife, 
and in a few minutes it was over.” The knife was 
wrapped to limit blood loss prior to weighing.

“Harmon, of Wachapreague, stabbed the hog 
with a great deal of skill and exactness. His act 
in the killing is one of which he can boast for a 
lifetime,” jotted one reporter.

To add to the importance of the occasion, 
Mapp, whose son, Edwin, was Mears’ uncle, 
purchased a special new set of scales on which to 
weigh the late celebrity.

ITJ Brown, of Princess Anne, won the weight 
guess with amazing accuracy (1,102 ½ pounds) 
out of 1,312 entries and passed up the cash 
($131, a small fortune), and claimed Jumbo as 
his prize.

Within minutes, Jumbo was hauled “by a 
dozen brawny arms,” to an iron pot and dipped. 
The pot measured 4-feet, 4-inches across the top, 
3-feet, 2-inches deep, and was filled with 135 
gallons of scalding water.

Loaded on a flatbed rail car, the winner and 
his prize — “the second largest hog ever heard 
of” — stopped at every station between Keller 
and Princess Anne so thousands could see Vir-
ginia’s most acclaimed porker. As for Mapp, he 
tried to match his success with a second hog but 
fell pounds short of Jumbo’s record.

 — The Daily Times
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Peninsula Properties of Virginia • Featuring the dual coasts of Virginia’s Eastern Shore

28404 Woodland Ave. Suite B, Melfa, Virginia 23410
Call to Sell or Purchase property: 757-787-2618

Visit us: www.ppofva.com

$219,000$219,000

PRICE REDUCTION
CALL THE COPS - IT’S A STEAL!

OPEN HOUSE  Saturday 9th 3:10 pm til 6:20 pm
6026 Occohannock Neck Road  |  Jamesville, VA

Puppy Drum Market & Deli is for sale for $219,000. 
Prestine Condition. Zoned Residential and 

Commercial and just a few minutes from popular 
Morley’s Wharf Boat Launches.

Peninsula Properties of Virginia
Schuyler Hurlbut 757-710-9576

NEW LISTING PENDING CLOSED LISTINGS:

FEATURED VACATION RENTAL
Camp Belle Haven, Exmore , VA

Located on the south bank of Occohannock Creek with a view of 
Shields Bridge this 4 BR, 3 Bath ranch, partially wooded parcel is in a 
small 3 lot private subdivision. Sleeps 8 comfortably-- ensuite w king, 
2 queens, 2 twins, 2 full beds.  Bring your boat and enjoy your private 
dock (Morley’s Wharf boat launch is less than 1 mile away). A canoe 
and several kayaks are available for guests use. Listed on VRBO/
airbnb or book directly thru us. 

Please contact Jen Siegrist, REALTOR/Property Management Certified at 
757-313-2627 or email her at jensiegrist@verizon.net.

Residential  MLS 62374
Commercial  MLS 62372

$749,000
77 MASON AVE

CAPE CHARLES, VA
WATERVIEW LOT

Lot Size +/-: ~70’x134’x139’
Build your BAY VIEW 
CO M M E R C I A L / R E S I D E N T I A L 
Masterpiece on PREMIER VACANT 
PARCELS #75B & #77 fronting 
MASON & HARBOR AVENUE! The 
BEST undeveloped space left along 
Mason Avenue and most proximate 
to the Bay! Alley access from rear.

4243 ADRON ST, EXMORE, VA 
MLS 61938  $144,500

Buying your first home or downsizing? This cozy bungalow is the place for you. Priced below 
recently appraised $160,000. This home is located close to public boat ramp and shopping. 
Lovely 2 bedroom cottage with large backyard, good-sized rooms, eat-in kitchen. Lots of extras: 
large walk-in shower, ceramic tile bathroom floor, high end kitchen appliances, ceiling fans, under 
cabinet task lighting, and tile backsplash in kitchen. Excellent wifi in area. Security system present 
but not used by current owner. Room dimensions approximate. Driveway on left. Buyer’s choice- 
Seller offering $2000 towards closing costs or as carpet/paint allowance payable at closing.

24335 CALLEN ST, PARKSLEY, VA
MLS 62072  $339,000

Nestled in the heart of Parksley is this charming 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom home. Situated on four 
town lots, the property boasts a formal dining room, a cozy den, & a living room with fireplace. The 
four-season enclosed porch provides additional living space year-round. The kitchen was designed 
to impress with custom cabinetry. Architectural details, including dentil crown molding & original 
hardwood floors provide timeless charm. The attached garage is finished with storage offering 
versatility as a garage, bonus room, or office. The fenced yard is adorned with mature plantings 
while a detached workshop, a replica of the main house, provides space for hobbies or storage. 
With a roof and HVAC system two years old, this home is move in ready! Close to Riverside, Wallops 
& public boat ramps.

Sold 11/1  MLS 61898  $353,000
 KIPTOPEKE CONDO: Rare opportunity to live at the ENTRANCE OF 
KIPTOPEKE STATE PARK. 3BDRM/2BATH One car attached garage. Brand 
new kitchen cabinets and granite countertops in large kitchen. HUGE 
great room. Two bedrooms downstairs with one having direct access to 
bath allowing for another primary downstairs. Tiled floors throughout 
downstairs. Upstairs you will find the primary with a HUGE walk-in closet, 
HUGE bathroom with double sinks, jetted tub, 4-foot shower and toilet 
closet. Large storage room could be finished as a workout room or office! 
Two decks. Exterior closet for bikes and outdoor equipment. Exterior and 
interior piped for gas grill and fireplace. $325/mo HOA. Includes, water/
sewer, trash, landscaping, exterior insurance.

 For your weekend get-a-way, this partially wooded lot 21.00 acres in size 
is an excellent parcel for recreational use, particularly hunting (remains of 
a deer blind exist on the property). One of Accomack public boat ramps, 
Anns Cove, is just about a mile down the road, which offers direct access 
for fishing and boating on the Chesapeake Bay! Remnants of a house exist 
on the vacant lot which was torn down sometime in the ‘80s according to 
one of the owners.

Sold 10/16
MLS 57048

$52,000
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