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Eastern Shore Garden Tour

Annual Home and Garden Tour on Saturday, April 27, focuses on Northampton County
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Shure First | The arts

COURTESY PHOTO

Poetry winner Ryshekia Allen is congratulated by ESCC President Jim Shaeffer.

ESCC students participate
In state poetry, arts competition

Eastern Shore Community College announces
the local winners of its inaugural Virginia Com-
munity College System Poetry and Visual Arts
Competition.

Participating students submitted original po-
etry and visual art works during February and
March interpreting the theme “I belong.”

The program aimed to foster a sense of commu-
nity and belonging at ESCC and across the Virginia
Community College System.

Twenty of the 23 colleges in the VCCS partici-
pated in this first year of the Poetry and Arts Com-
petition, which was supported by the VCCS Advi-
sory Council on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and
Culture.

For the poetry competition, two community
judges, Ann Marie Brown and Pedro Gonzalez,
judged the final round of poetry selections and
assessed the applicants’ performative readings of
their themed poems.

Ryshekia Allen was chosen as the winner with
her poem, “Don’t Fall.”

On the visual arts side, Julie Nash has an-
nounced that the ESCC winner is Jade Saldana
with her entry entitled “The Loneliest Girl in the
World.”

Saldana was the ESCC featured student digital
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artist at last month’s ESCC Art Walk.

“Jade’s digital art is one of a kind and the per-
fect example of everyone belonging,” Nash said.

ESCC President Jim Shaeffer said, “Our pride
is brimming with the talent exhibited by our par-
ticipating students, and the way they grasped and
embraced the theme of ‘I belong.” We’re extremely
excited for our two winners.”

Allen also won a spot to compete for statewide
honors. College poetry winners from across Vir-
ginia will participate in a live performance of their
original theme-related poems at the Dickinson Fine
and Performing Arts Center at Piedmont Virginia
Community College in Charlottesville on April 6,
and a chance to be named “Poet Laureate” of Vir-
ginia’s Community Colleges.

A panel of distinguished judges will determine
the winner of the competition based on the individ-
ual’s original poetry, a private interview, and the
Saturday performance.

With the support of Virginia’s Humanities, the
winners from all 20 participating colleges will have
their poetry and visual arts featured in a book to
be published this summer. The

Virginia Humanities grant also supported pro-
fessional development for the college poet laure-
ates and top visual artists.



Looking for Prime Eastern Shore Property?

Call Blue Heron Realty Co. for a free copy of our
Waterfront Catalog 757-678-5200 or 757-331-4885

Let Blue Heron Help You Find Your Eastern Shore Dream Home!

Beach Access Waterfront
$695,000
New Listing
SA9GE 00

Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 full,
2 half bath Cape Cod Home.

3 bedroom, 3 bath home
on high knoll overlooking

Cape Charles Golf Home
SOIBSU0) $850,000
Bay Creel

New Quarter Duplex, 2

DUPLEX! 2 very upscale, 2
bedroom, 2 bath, 2,000

bedroom, 3 full bath units

Wooded 5.77 acre lot w/ dock. Spacious rooms overlooking Town park! sf with access to Bay
nearby Beach Access, Pool & with 1st floor living. Gorgeous, 1,700 sq. ft Creek’s amenities in-
Nature Trails. 3,100 sq ft. Chef’s kitchen w/granite.  each. Live in 1, Rent other. cludes beach, pool, etc.
Beachfront Home Beachfront Home Waterfront Lot  Beachfront
$1,795,000 245,000 $240,000 | $699,000 & $T50,000

Blue Heron
Realty Co.

Best of Virginia
4 years in a row!

Bay Creek Golf = Waterfront

$199.900

Spectacular One-Of-A-Kind
4 bdrm, 3% ba Beachfront
Home on 5.51 acres w 200
feet of beachfront. Open
floor plan w/views galore!
Wrap-around porches.

Acreage Acreage Acreage
$895,000 $696,000 55951000
1418 [A\eres ASYACHES 17 [\eres

Preserve at River’s Edge. Pristine 143 acre
w/open
woodlands & marshlands Developed into 23 large
lots. Tranquil coastal lifestyle, outside Quinby.

Waterfront Estate

Machipongo Office

7134 Wilsonia Neck Dr.,

Machipongo, VA 23405
757-678-5200

Licensed In Virginia

Cape Charles Office
113 Mason Avenue,
Cape Charles, VA 23310
757-331-4885

4 bdrm, 3% bath, 3,000 sf
Beachfront home w/ huge
private beach & awesome
sunsets. Very fun home
with really good vacation
rental history. A must-see.

meadowlands,

Prime 43+/- acre waterfront farm!!! Fertile
farm fields w/ prime homesite that provides
plenty of seclusion for those looking for lots
of open space and elbow room.

2.5 Acre parcel w/ boating 2 Gorgeous beachfront
water on Hungar’s Creek. lots in upscale beachfront
Nice neighborhood w/ area offering mile & a half
Community boat ramp, of one of the most pris-
pier and nearby beach tine beacheson the Shore.
access. Beautiful, wooded. Just south of Cape Charles

Lot in the Colony

$79,000

Lot in the Hollies

enjoying the nature!

Blue Heron Realty Co.
‘Specializing
On Virginia’s Scenic Eastern Shore”

800-258-3437 757-678-5200 757-331-4885

Information contained herein believed accurate but not warranted.
Owner/Agent Properties are included in this advertisement

in Prime Properties

www.BlueHeronVA.com

17 Acre Waterfront Farm
perfect for having horses,
orchards, vineyards or just

120,000

Bay Creelk

Pretty, Lakefront Lot
in Marina Village East,
Creek & Marina views.
Close to beach, Town
Park, restaurants, etc.

Cape Charles

2 Lot aft $265,000 cach

2 remaining parcels in small 10 Lot subdivi-
sion only steps from the beach & short stroll
to shops & eateries downtown.

Make

"Dreams By The Water" your new reality.
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Shure First | The arts

Broadway comes to Gape Charles

‘With the record for the longest
American theatrical run, “The Fantas-
ticks” is a gem of the American musical
theatre.

Featuring timeless classics like “Try
to Remember” and “Soon It’s Gonna
Rain,” this simple and beautiful ensem-
ble piece is as beloved and as timely as it
was when it opened over 60 years ago.

During the first weekend in May,
Arts Enter will present “The Fantas-
ticks,” the 1960 musical with music by
Harvey Schmidt and a book and lyrics
by Tom Jones.

Showtimes are Friday, May 3, and
Saturday, May 4, at 7:30 p.m. There
will be a matinee on Sunday, May 5 at
3 p.m.

The whimsical, poignant, and ro-
mantic play is an allegorical story that
focuses on two young lovers, their med-
dling fathers, and the journey we all
must take through adolescent thrills,
the growing pains of hurt and betrayal,
the highs of passion, the challenges of
distance, and the agonies of heartbreak
to discover how to truly love.

In a theatrical and inventive fashion,
the gallant and enigmatic narrator —
El Gallo, played by Richard Williams —
introduces us to a pair of young lovers,
Matt and Luisa (Emma Philpot and Jo-
ey Mock), who experience the magical,
moonlit phase of falling in love.

For a time, romance seems perpetu-
ally exciting, and heroics seem always
to save the day. However, El Gallo leads
the young protagonists from the ro-
mantic moonlight into the harsh sun-
shine, where the weaknesses in their re-
lationship are exposed and the reality of
the struggles and heartache love brings
is revealed.

The characters Henry, Hucklebee,
Bellomy, and Mortimer back up the
protagonists and narrator throughout
their joint and separate journeys.

With the understanding that “with-
out a hurt the heart is hollow,” Matt
and Luisa manage to find their own
identities, and in turn, to discover their

COURTESY PHOTO

Richard Williams, portraying El Gallo, is shown along with cast members of The Fantasticks.

strengths as a couple in times of both
darkness and light.

“The Fantasticks” is loosely based on
the 1894 play “The Romancers,” by Ed-
mond Rostand, concerning two neigh-
boring fathers who trick their children,
into falling in love by pretending to
feud.

Virginia Eye Consultants is the Pre-
senting Sponsor for the production of
“The Fantasticks.”

Tickets are available at the door, in
the Lemon Tree Gallery and online.
Adult tickets are $30 and student tick-
ets are $15.

On April 20, the theatre will be filled
with the sounds of Dancing Dream, an
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ABBA Tribute.

This tribute act will harken
back to the days when Swedish dis-
co group ABBA ruled the music
world with their great pop hits and
memorable performances.

Their music is still so popular and
alive and resonates with audiences of
all ages! Come experience the glitter
and glamour of the 1970s.

This band takes pride in being able
to honor the original, fantastic per-
formers of the original Swedish music
group, ABBA. Tickets will be available
at the Lemon Tree Gallery, online and
at the door.

The Lemon Tree Gallery is home to

Arts Enter, the Historic Palace The-
atre, and Films That Move.

Visit www.artsentercapecharles.org
orcall 757 331- 4327.

Arts Enter Cape Charles is a 27-year-
old nonprofit with a mission to shift
from a traditional concept of arts edu-
cation towards enhancing educational
opportunities and performance train-
ing for the stage while also focusing on
the creation of film and the technology
behind the camera. The organization
is dedicated to promoting the fine and
performing arts, education, technology
behind the camera, and theatre perfor-
mance in our community.
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Shire First | Laura Davis

I’ve definitely been in a mood to grill the past
few weeks with all the warm weather we’ve been
blessed with.

This recipe for Hawaiian chicken and coconut
rice was one I had bookmarked for a few months be-
fore I finally got around to giving it a try. It turned
out absolutely delicious — so moist and flavorful.

It’s best when marinat-
ed overnight, but if you put
it in before you go to work
for the day and grill it when
you get home, it’ll still have
plenty of flavor.

Some of my favorite in-
gredients go into the mar-
inade — soy sauce, ginger,
garlic, and pineapple juice
meld together to create a
perfect harmony of flavors

Laura for the chicken.

Davis Then, there’s the coco-
nut rice, which couldn’t be
easier.

It is your basic recipe for rice, but you substi-
tute 1 cup of coconut milk for 1 cup of the water.
The coconut flavor isn’t overwhelming, but just
enough to really set off the tropical flavors in the
chicken.
Served it with some fresh steamed broccoli to
round out the meal.
We all really loved this one. I went ahead and
grilled more chicken than we needed for dinner
that night, as I knew the leftovers would be abso-
lutely divine in some chicken salad — which they
were.
Instead of my usual dried cranberries, I added
a little bit of fresh diced pineapple for a Hawaiian
spin.
It was so delicious and will be perfect for the . . L . . PHOTO COURTESY LAURA DAVIS
beach days ahead! Hawaiian chicken and coconut rice is a great option for grilling season.

Laura Davis, of Chincoteague Island, is a food writer and blogger at www.tideandihyme.com. Her recipes have heen featured on Huffington Post and www.craftbeer.com, among other publications.
She is a frequent guest on WBOCTV's Delmarvalife show, where she showcases her culinary talents for viewers. Her work appears monthly in Shore First.
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Hawaiian chicken
and coconut rice

For the Hawaiian chicken

B 6 boneless, skinless chicken breasts (or 2 1bs. of boneless thighs)
M 1/3 cup soy sauce

B 1/4 cup pineapple juice

M 1/2 cup water

B 1/2 cup brown sugar

M 4 scallions, chopped

H 3 cloves garlic, minced

M 2 tsp. fresh ginger, minced

M 1 tsp. of sesame oil

For the coconut rice:

M 2 tbsp. butter

B 11/2cuplong grain white rice
B 11/2cupcoconut milk

M 11/2cup water

Combine soy sauce, pineapple juice, water, brown sugar, scallions,
garlic, and sesame oil in a resealable plastic bag. Add the chicken piec-
es to the bag, remove as much air as possible, and seal. Squish around
to coat the chicken in the marinade well. Place in the refrigerator and
marinade for at least eight hours or overnight.

Preheat grill to medium heat. Grill for about 5-7 minutes per side,
watching to make sure chicken doesn’t get too charred. If you do not
have a grill you can use a, indoor grill pan.

To prepare the rice, melt the butter in a medium saucepan over me-
dium-high heat. Add the rice and cook for about 3 minutes stirring
occasionally.

Carefully pour in the coconut milk and water, stir to combine. Cover
and bring to a boil. Once boiling, stir once more and re-cover. Reduce
heat to low and cook for 18 minutes. Remove lid and fluff rice with
fork.

Serve the chicken on a bed of the coconut rice. Garnish with addi-
tional scallions if desired.

7IORENIEARMIDAYS

attlheNatureeConservancv.s BrownsvillePreserve

11332 Brownsville Rd - Nassawadox, VA
Saturday, April 13" - 10:00 am-3:00 Pm
Enjoy a FREE day of: Nature Tours,

Wagon Rides, Family Activities, and More!  We hope to see you!

For more info, please contact (757) 442-3049 or mvanclief@tnc.org
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Shure First | Kirk Mariner

At “the Hermitage” near Cape
Charles, the noises and dangers of the
modern world seem far removed.

The old house, built prior to 1783,
stands at the end
of its own pri-
vate lane half a
mile east of Cape
Charles, a hand-
some structure
with a gambrel
roof and dormer
windows. The
front yard is stud-
ded with shade
trees and lined by
a white wood-
en fence, while
at the back the
house commands

alovely view of Kings Creek. To the ma-
ny visitors who have trooped around
and through it during Garden Week, the
Hermitage conjures up enviable visions
of the quiet country life.

But the modern world once intrud-
ed upon this pleasant spot with a horror
such as the world had then seldom seen.
It was here that, for one of the first
times in the world, a man was murdered
by the very modern means of a bomb
sent through the mail.

In 1936 the Hermitage was owned by
Curry S. Thomas, 47 years old, well-to-
do gentleman farmer. His first wife died
in 1934 when her car was struck by the
train at the crossing nearest the house,
and he was a widower when he met Elsie
Dickinson Salmons, who first came to
Cape Charles to visit her brother, attor-

COURTESY PHOTO

National news covered the bombing, including this piece in the Pittsburgh

Sun-Telegraph.

ney W.A. Dickinson. Mrs. Salmons was
by then divorced, and had for three years
been employed as an assistant to Harvey
R. Hege, a dentist in Mount Airy, North
Carolina. After several visits back and
forth, Curry and Elsie were married on
June 10, 1936, at her mother’s home in
her native Hillsville, Virginia, and the
newlyweds promptly took up residence
in the Hermitage.

On July 22, the 41st day of their
marriage, the Thomases stopped by the
post office at Cape Charles on their way
home from a golf game at the local coun-
try club. Waiting for them there was a
small package wrapped in brown paper,
tied with ordinary string, and bearing a
Richmond return address.

“A wedding present!” exclaimed some
friends who happened to be in the post

office at the time, and they urged the
couple to open it right then and there.
But the Thomases resisted, and hurried
home. After pulling his sedan to a stop
at the Hermitage, Curry Thomas took
the package into his lap and broke the
string around it.

The explosion that followed could be
heard for a mile, and sent parts of the
automobile hurtling 100 yards across
the property. Elsie Thomas was blown
out of the car with shrapnel in her left
side and arm, and with injury to one eye.
Curry Thomas was killed instantly.

The explosion occurred about 6:30
p.m. on Wednesday. By the end of the
day S. Thomas Nottingham, postmas-
ter and former police chief at Cape
Charles, had notified Federal author-
ities of the bombing, and the scene of
the crime had been roped off to protect
it from the curious. By noon Thursday
investigators from the postal service,
flown in by Navy plane from Baltimore,
were taking charge of the case. Among
them were 6-foot, 250-pound B.B. Webb
and “a little fellow with a black mous-
tache” named J.B. Sentman; together
the two were said to resemble the com-
ic strip characters Mutt and Jeff. By
Friday some of the inspectors had been
dispatched to Mount Airy and Hills-
ville, and to Galax, Virginia, where
Mrs. Thomas’ first husband lived. Cur-
ry Thomas was buried on Friday. His
widow, meanwhile, lay in the Nassawa-
dox hospital in serious condition, often
delirious.

For weeks the investigation moved

(Continued on page 9)

The Rev. Kirk Mariner was an Eastern Shore author, historian, and United Methodist minister whose book, “Off 13: The Eastern Shore of Virginia Guidebook,” is an indispensible volume for natives and visitors alike.
Mariner died in 2017. His work appears in Eastern Shore First courtesy of Miona Publications. This story first appeared in his book, “True Tales of the Eastern Shore.”
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Bomb

(Continued from page 8)

too slowly for a community frightened
and incensed by so horrible and senseless
a crime. After four days in the Western
Shore towns, the investigators moved
on, veiling their work in secrecy and
promising a public statement only when
an arrest was made. By September,
Eastern Shore citizens were growing im-
patient. “Why have we any reason to be-
lieve that we are being protected against
this criminal or others of his like?”
demanded the Northampton Times of
Cape Charles. The county sheriff, his
deputies, and the Cape Charles police

all stood ready and eager to take up the
case, but had been told by the Federal of-
ficials that “We’ll handle it.” “But what
about results?” stormed the Times.

It took less than three months for the
investigators to get their man. At 10:00
p.m. on Monday, October 6, two men
from North Carolina walked into the
Bluemont Hotel in Galax, unaware that
the people in the lobby included three
postal investigators (including Mutt
and Jeff), an array of local police and
state troopers, and, from Northampton
County, sheriff George T. Turner and
Commonwealth’s Attorney C.M. Lank-
ford. Sheriff Turner presented them with
warrants, arrested and handcuffed them,
and promptly left for Eastville with his
culprits. Charged with the crime were El-
sie’s old employer Dr. Hege and his friend
and “alibi” Edward Banner.

The investigators had done a thor-
ough job of connecting the bombing to
Hege. Through remnants at the scene
of the crime they had learned that the
bomb had been built from a mousetrap,
a small battery, a fuse, and dynamite in
a piece of pipe. They traced the battery
to its factory of origin in Canada, then
to Mount Airy, the typewritten return
address to Chicago, then back to the
dentist, and even the string that bound
the package to Hege’s supply house.
There were witnesses from Richmond
who placed Hege and Banner there the
day the bomb was mailed. As for mo-
tive, there were letters from Hege who
strongly objected to Elsie’s leaving his
employ to get married, and Elsie’s state-
ment that Hege, though a married man
with children, had become infatuated
with her to such an extent that she had

considered giving up her job — though
later, upon meeting Curry Thomas, he
had expressed a high regard for him, and
wished them both well.

In Eastville, Hege and Banner were
lodged in separate cells in the county jail
and the considerable evidence against
them placed in the hands of Lankford.
Within hours, Deputy John R. Womble
found Hege in his cell bleeding from the
wrists. When Dr. Holland Trower was
summoned to stitch up the wound, Hege
insisted he must have broken the crystal
of his watch as he rolled over on it while
sleeping. During the next several days
Hege engaged a local attorney, sum-
moned another from Mount Airy, asked
his wife to visit him, and steadfastly
maintained his innocence. “I may have
been indiscreet,” he told his attorney,
“but as God is my witness I had noth-
ing to do with that bomb.” On Satur-
day night, October 10, he complained of
headaches and asked that his eyeglasses
be returned to him. The following morn-
ing he was found dead in his cell, the eye-
glasses broken and the glass used to slit
his wrists and throat.

Dr. Harvey Hege was buried in Mount
Airy on October 14. Elsie Thomas left
the Nassawadox hospital on October 20.
Before the end of the month Edward
Banner had been cleared of conspiracy
in the murder, and charges against him
dropped. On November 8, Federal author-
ities announced the closing of the case.

The Cape Charles mail bombing,
picked up by the Associated Press and
United Press International, was news
from coast to coast. It was covered in
detail by the Richmond Times-Dispatch,
and was frontpage news in the Washing-
ton Post and the Los Angeles Evening
Herald & Express. Five years later it was
featured in True Detective magazine,
complete with a photograph of Thomas’
bombed sedan.

Elsie Thomas fully recovered from the
bombing incident, and later remarried
and moved to Amarillo, Texas. She died
in 1981, and is buried there.

Dr. Hege’s house in Mount Airy, built
about 1925, was at one time listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. It
was demolished in 1992 to make room
for the future expansion of, ironical-
ly, the local post office. Curry Thomas’
house still stands overlooking Kings
Creek, as quiet and peaceful as if noth-
ing bad had ever happened there.

/y Detection is Key!

Begin screening at age 45, or
earlier if you are at higher risk.

Colorectal cancer
is one of the most
easily detected
and treatable
types of cancer.

Screening is important no matter
which method you choose,
because colorectal cancer may
not produce any symptoms in its

first stages.
Screenings help find cancer

early, when you have no
signs or symptoms and
it is easier to treat.

Colonoscopy - every 10 years
Colonoscopy is the gold standard for
screening because it is the only test that
allows your doctor to examine the entire
length of your colon to look for cancer or
polyps. If a polyp is found, your doctor
can remove it before it has a chance to
become cancerous.

riversideonline.com/coloncancer

SCHEDULE YOUR

COLONOSCOPY TODAY! Stool-based DNA Test

- every three years

At-home Stool DNA tests like Cologuard
look for cells in the stool that contain
abnormal sections of DNA. If your results
come back abnormal, you will need to
have a colonoscopy.

Fecal Immunochemical Test (FIT)

- every year

At-home FIT looks for hidden blood in the
stool, which can be an early sign of polyps
or colorectal cancer. If your results come
back abnormal, you will need to have a
colonoscopy.
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Shure First | Curtis Badger

They say Jim Bennett could move
like a shadow in the nightime for-
est, never seen and never heard,
but always delivering the goods.
Jim Bennett and his brothers were

blockade run-
ners in Hacks
Neck during
the Civil War.
They start-
ed running
shortly after
federal troops
moved south
from New-
town (now Po-
comoke City)
in November
1861, and then
spread out
over the bay-
side ports and wharves to block lo-
cal shippers from sending goods to
the western shore.

They kept at it for the duration
of the war, until General Robert
E. Lee surrendered at Appomattox
Court House on April 9, 1865. On
June 3, 1865, Jim Bennett walked
into the office of Captain Wil-
liam B. Brokawat the federal army
headquarters in Pungoteague with
his hat in his hand. “I hear that
General Lee has surrendered,” he
said. “I reckon I ought to do the
same.”

Jim Bennett, over a period of
about four years, made countless
trips from the marshes of Hacks

Neck across the bay to Mathews,
Mobjack Bay, Gloucester Coun-

ty, Gwynn’s Island — wherever he
could find willing buyers hiding in
a swamp that was as dark and re-
mote as Hacks Neck.

Jim was in the smuggling busi-
ness with two of his brothers,
John, the eldest, and Teakle, who
was a few years younger than Jim.
Over the years, John and Teakle got
caught and did jail time, but Jim
never saw the inside of a prison.

When Lee surrendered, Jim Ben-
nett was on the Union’s most want-
ed list, and he was wanted dead or
alive.While the Eastern Shore was
not the focus of significant battles
during the war, the two counties
were very much involved in a more
subtle form of warfare called block-
ade running.

Beginning soon after the first
shots were fired at Fort Sumter in
April 1861, the Union began Proj-
ect Anaconda, a plan to systemati-
cally strangle the South by closing
its ports and denying the shipment
of materials to support thewar
effort.

On April 19 President Lincoln
signed a proclamation ordering the
blockade of southern ports, and on
May 1 Captain Silas Horton String-
ham took command of a flotilla of
gunboats, charged with shutting
down ports from Alexandria, Vir-
ginia to Key West, Florida.

The blockade project was the

main reason the Union army moved
quickly to occupy Virginia’s East-
ern Shore. It gave the northern
forces a beachhead in the Chesa-
peake Bay area that was crucial to
shipping.

It was the perfect venue to moni-
tor and enforce the coming and go-
ing of ships. They might not have
predicted that Eastern Shore men
and women would band together in
a ragtag navy to wage guerilla war-
fare for four years.

Jim Bennett was something of a
Robin Hood figure in Hacks Neck,
making probably hundreds of trips
across the bay to provide goods to
support the Confederacy, and he
was one of very few known blockade
runners on the Shore never to have
been caught.

He was a skillful sailor, a man
with pedigree linked to the sea. His
grandfather, Captain William Ben-
nett, was a master sailor with the
Virginia Navy during the Revolu-
tionary War. Bennett’s close calls
were what established his legend,
and no doubt some of the Bennett
stories, like those of Robin Hood,
have been improved and embel-
lished in many re-tellings. Most
involve narrow escapes as Federal
troops closed in, usually by exiting
by a rear window or wearing a clev-
er disguise.

On one occasion the troops en-
tered a home where Bennett was
staying. As the owner stalled them,

Bennett jumped out of a rear win-
dow, sprinted to Butcher Creek,
and swam underwater to safety on
the other side.Blockade runners
had varying reasons for getting in-
volved in this dangerous, uncom-
fortable business.

Some were motivated by pa-
triotism, others by profiteering.
Many local people stood with the
Confederacy, and they had friends
and family who had crossed the
bay and signed up to fight for the
cause.

For others, it was a matter of
business. Blockades create shortag-
es of goods people need to survive.
When things are in short supply,
the value goes up, and prices be-
come inflated. If someone knows
the backwoods and is comfortable
navigating in the darkness, and is
willing to face the music if caught,
then there is good money to be
made.

For local planters, running the
blockade was necessary to get their
crop to the market, to recoup their
investment. Local runners did
not often deal in gunpowder and
weapons,but more likely in corn-
meal, oats, leather goods, clothing,
shoes, salted pork, clams and oys-
ters, and peach brandy.

In other words, it was the usu-
al shipment of goods that had al-
ways been sent to market,until the
Union blockade attempted to end
it.

Curtis J. Badger is a Delmarva native who majored in English at Salisbury University and, with the exception of four years traveling as a U.S. Air Force photojournalist,
has enjoyed a career photographing and writing about his native coast. His books include “Salt Tide: Cycles and Currents of Life Along the Coast,”
“Bellevue Farm: Exploring Virginia's Coastal Countryside,” and many others. He lives in Accomack County.
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YOUR GUIDETO CLAMS!

CLAMS — HOWTO FIND,CATCH,AND COOK THEM
BY CURTIS J.BADGER

A new revised edition!

Clams — How to Find, Catch, and Cook Them by Curtis J. Badger

was first published in 2002 and has been out of print for about 10 years. A new, revised edition was recently
published by Salt Water Media of Berlin, Md. Like the original, the new book leads the reader through the
process of finding, catching, and cooking clams. But it also is a book about the places where clams live — the
barrier islands, salt marshes, and bays of the seaside.

The new edition also discusses the tremendous growth of clam aquaculture, a tribute to aquaculture pioneer
Mike Castagna, and even more clam recipes and cooking tips.

Copies are available from Salt Water Media
29 Broad Street, Suite 104, Berlin, MD 21811.

Price is $12.99 plus tax and shipping
www.saltwatermedia.com

EasternSHOREPOST.COM | APRIL 2024 | SHORE FirsT | 11



Shure First | ‘Living Shoreborn’ with Barry Mears

When it came to feeling safe,
Accomac was much like any other
community on the Eastern Shore.
We were trusted to ride our bicycles
down to the drugstore for an ice-cold
soda pop; this
was a gather-
ing spot for old
timers to solve
the world’s
problems.

Another
favorite hang-
out was across
the street at
Billy Payne’s

B arry Texaco; he.ran
a full-service

Mears filling station.
Billy would

check the oil while he filled the gas
tank, so there was no need for the
driver to get out. With the occasion-
al set of windshield wipers, you were
on your way. Locals ran a tab and
paid it off at the end of the month.

This was a great time to be alive;
everyone trusted each other and
shared a mutual respect. I was at
Payne’s Texaco on much less offi-
cial business. He kept candies, cakes,
and crackers in his office. Billy also
had the hottest atomic fireballs west
of Piggen that all the kids craved. I
can still remember how they made
my eyes water.

Billy was more than just a local
businessman; he was family. He was
wed to Nancy, Mema’s daughter.

Brenda and Deborah, the couple’s
daughters, were all part of a large
family that could enjoy this lifestyle.
In those days, no matter where we
went, everyone knew each other or,
at the very least, knew each other’s
people.

There was another place that the
kids liked to meet in Accomac. There
was always something fun to be had
around the old sawmill. Huge piles
of sawdust covered the barns, and
we loved diving into it from the loft,
performing backflips and somer-
saults among other fancy moves.
There was always some inherent
danger in our activities, but it never
seemed to slow us down. After a few
hours of playing, everyone became
hungry.

There was a sweet aroma blow-
ing across town in a gentle Virginia
Breeze. Scoby Duck had his smok-
er fired up with pork butts, ribs,
and briskets. G. L. Smith and his
wife, Pat, are well-known for their
delicious barbecue. They perfected
their sauce, the Accomac Blend, and
the rest is history — Scoby Duck’s
Chuckwagon was born. To our de-
light, the boys from the neighbor-
hood and I were able to taste test the
smokey sensations. The smell even
drew the attention of Ole Hoss, an
interesting character we encoun-
tered every time we visited Accomac.

He was always wearing a flowered
blouse and smoking a cigarette, and
his bicycle was as unique as he was —

a giant steering wheel replaced the
handlebars, and he had lights and
an air horn. His attention to detail
was impressive; he even had chrome
mud flaps on his makeshift Peter-
bilt. As children, we assumed Hoss
was rich. He was clad with jewelry.
He had a ring on each finger and a
large gold earring, which was quite a
sight for a bunch of 10-year-old boys
and girls. One of the rings on his
left hand bore the Masonic emblem.
‘When asked if he was a Mason, Hoss
replied, “Hell no, son! I’m a Daven-
port — Jimmy Davenport.”

This man would go on to earn the
status of an Eastern Shore icon,
with many funny stories about Jim-
my and his misadventures.

He once accompanied Lynwood
Bundick on a trip to Florida on the
semi. Legend has it that an argu-
ment broke out on the trip back
home. Ole Hoss was told to get out
of the truck and was abandoned on
the side of the road near the Flori-
da-Georgia line.

Lynwood was always known for
making good time, and his next stop
was his home in Accomac. As the
weary truck driver eased past the
courthouse, he had to slow down for
a second look — you guessed it, Jim-
my Davenport was coming out of the
drug store with a cold Coca-Cola. He
tipped his cap at Lynwood and said,
“What took you so long, Hoss?”

The Shore is blessed to have these
great characters living among us.

The town of Accomac has a rich
history. The first jail, known as the
Debtor’s Prison, was built in 1783.
The 18th-century structure still
stands today. The courthouse and
other municipal facilities were built
around the small jail. Accomac is al-
so the birthplace of Henry A. Wise,
the governor of Virginia from 1856
to 1860.

I remember getting my hair cut
at Al Brock’s barber shop, which
was popular among the town’s men
for shaves and haircuts. These men
told many stories about history from
their own perspectives. Many of Mr.
Brock’s patrons were quite seasoned,
with some being in their 70s and ma-
ny more being in their 80s or almost
90s.

They shared experiences about
the old hotel as well as other local
businesses. Time is forever changing
the perspectives of those who lived
it; these men were World War I sol-
diers. I can remember listening very
intently as stories were passed along
from the Civil War era on the East-
ern Shore. These old men had fathers
and grandfathers who had served
during that time period. That is a
history lesson you feel down to the
core of your soul. I will always have
the utmost respect and admiration
for those brave souls.

Not every story shared at the bar-
bershop was so serious; I saw first-
hand that men are significantly more
efficient at gossiping than women.

Barry Mears is the author of “Living Shoreborn,” which was edited by his daughter, Kamryn Mears, and published in 2023. He is also the founder of the popular Shoreborn Facebook page, which delves daily into the history
and culture of the Eastern Shore of Virginia. Passages from his popular book, which is sold all over the Eastern Shore, will be printed monthly in Shore First.
Mears said the name “Shoreborn” actually came from a family member who during conversations quipped as an affirmation, “as sure as you're born.”
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Shoreborn

(Continued from page 12)

Even if the subject was a tall tale or
two, the men would tease one another
mercilessly and then all laugh togeth-
er. This is small-town America, and
I’m sure each of you can recall a place
like this in your hometown.

It was getting late, and I needed to
get back to Mema’s place. I paid Mr.
Brock his usual fee of 50 cents for the
trim. On my way out, I saw C. Boy,
Joe, and Butch Lewis coming in for a
trim. When I overheard them discuss-
ing an encounter with a grizzly bear
while out cruising timber, I was fairly
certain that a few more tall tales were
about to be told.

With one more bike ride around the
block by Accomac Primary School, Val
and I headed back. We stopped long
enough to speak with Tommy Hines
and Jack Lavelle. Like I said, every-
one knows your name; it’s all part of
the Shoreborn charm in a place we call
home.

We returned to find Uncle Joe ex-
actly where we had left him. This trip

to the garden netted nearly a bush-

el basket of carrots. We packed our
things and gave everyone a hug and a
kiss to hold them over until the next
visit. We returned to Greenbush, but
we would soon have more visiting to
do, as was customary in those days.
People came to visit, enjoy each oth-
er’s company, and break bread togeth-
er, a tradition that I fear is long gone.

Mama Sara and I spent countless
hours on her front porch, she liked to
tell these stories, and I was an eager
listener. She showed me where the
milk bottles were left when Nelson
Farms delivered door to door, and she
recalled as a child seeing automobiles
and horse-drawn carriages sharing
the road. She used to tell me that I
was born 100 years too late since I
was enamored with historical sto-
ries. Thinking about it now, I’d say
that her assessment was spot on — I
wouldn’t trade those memories for
anything.

Sadly, as time goes on, your mem-
ories become all you have. Loved ones
leave us and new babies bless our
lives; the cycle of life.
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Shure First | Traditions

Rich history, pristine preserved coastlines, and
warm hospitality await during Historic Garden
Week on the Eastern Shore. The Garden Tour will
be held on Saturday, April 27, from 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Plan a day on the southernmost portion of the
Delmarva Peninsula by viewing the sunrise on the
Atlantic Ocean and the sunset over the Chesa-
peake Bay.

The Garden Club of the Eastern Shore’s 2024
tour explores historic and new homes and gardens
in Northampton County. Tickets are $40 in ad-
vance and $50 on the day of the tour.

Visit www.vagardenweek.com for tickets.

Enjoy perennial tour centerpiece and National
Historic Landmark, Eyre Hall, an acclaimed an-
cestral property displaying some of the country’s
oldest continuously maintained gardens.

Anchoring the tour to the south, homes and
gardens in Cape Charles highlight the renaissance
of the Eastern Shore’s heralded railroad-turned-
beach town.

Presented by the Garden Club of Virginia since
1929, Historic Garden Week tours typically in-
clude access to both the grounds and interiors
of three to five private properties, which guests
walk to or drive to in their own cars. Some tours
require shuttle transportation, which is included
in the ticket price.

“All properties feature spectacular flower ar-
rangements created by GCV members emphasiz-
ing seasonal, garden-grown material and plants
native to Virginia,” said Debbie Lewis, president
of the Garden Club of Virginia.

Historic Garden Week proceeds fund the resto-
ration and preservation of nearly 50 of Virginia’s
historic public gardens. Additionally, this annual
event funds a historic landscape research fellow-
ship program that is building a comprehensive li-
brary of the Commonwealth’s important gardens
and landscapes. Since its inception in 1996, it has
documented 31.

“Visitors can see stately manors, renovated
farmhouses, city townhomes and waterfront vil-
las,” said Fran Carden, the event’s chair. “Gar-
dens range from formal 18th-century terraces
to landscaped backyards with outdoor kitchens.
There are boxwood mazes, charming courtyards, PHOTO COURTESY MEGAN AMES
and cutting gardens. Historic Garden Week offers  All homes on the Garden Tour feature flower arrangements created by Garden Club of Virginia members.

something for everyone.”
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Shwre First ‘ Historic Garden Week on the Eastern Shore

B Chatham
9218 Chatham Road,
Machipongo

Added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 2022, Chatham was
built in 1818 by Brigadier General
Major Scarborough Pitts, who named
his house in honor of William Pitt,
first Earl of Chatham.

The nearly 300-acre farm with a
mile of waterfront on Church Creek

was placed in the Virginia Land
Trust in 2008, thus perpetually pre-
serving the home’s multi-directional
views.

The brick Federal-period house has-
four large rooms with 12-foot ceilings
and wide center halls on each of the
two main floors.

Originally, a two-story quar-
ters-kitchen existed on the east side,
but it is now a ruin.

The connecting colonnade remains

and serves as the kitchen.

Paint analysis was carried out to
determine the original colors.

The elaborate wood graining, mar-
bling and plaster work have been re-
stored to set off the original paneling
and woodwork.

Scenes of North America, a French
scenic wallpaper made by Zuber,
adorn the dining room. This wallpaper
was created by hand from wood blocks
carved in Alsace prior to 1830.

Added to the Nation-
al Register of Historic
Places in 2022, Cha-
tham was built in 1818
by Brigadier Gener-

al Major Scarborough
Pitts, who named his
house in honor of Wil-
liam Pitt, first Earl of
Chatham.

PHOTO COURTESY
DIANE GINSBERG

A high-density, European-style
vineyard of 32,000 vinifera
grapevines has been planted at
Chatham.

Chatham Vineyards, a 5,000-case
family-owned winery, opened on the
property in 2005.

Three generations currently live at
Chatham.

B The Harrison Wehner family,
owners.
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Shre First ‘ Historic Garden Week on the Eastern Shore

M Eyre Rectory
6520 Indiantown Road
Eastville

Built in the 1850s, Eyre Rectory
served until 1908 as the rectory for
both Christ Church in Eastville and
Hungars Church in Bridgetown, locat-
ed near Machipongo.

It sits on land formerly inhabited
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and owned by Native Americans which
by the 1850s was owned by Maria Rob-
ins and donated for the Rectory.

Funds for construction were donat-
ed by John Eyre.

Added to the house is a section re-
ferred to by the owners as The Tavern.

The Tavern was built in 1790, relo-
cated, and connected to the original
building.

Eyre Rectory, Eastvilie

The current owners have continued to
preserve the 18th and 19th century his-
toric features of the house while incorpo-
rating their eclectic style and collections,
including works of local artists.

Bedrooms individually reflect the
spirit of Native Americans, African
Americans, English and Dutch, all
of whom have inhabited the land on
which the house sits.

Built in the 1850s,
Eyre Rectory served
until 1908 as the
rectory for both Christ
Church in Eastville
and Hungars Church
in Bridgetown, located
near Machipongo.

PHOTO COURTESY
DIANE GINSBERG

It is rumored the property may
have been a part of the Underground
Railroad.

An artisan guest cottage sits be-
hind the home and one of the few sur-
viving Eastern Shore elms overlooks a
19th century onion top wishing gaze-
bo welcoming visitors.

B Maureen Welch and Arnie Fuog,
owners.



Shwre First \ Historic Garden Week on the Eastern Shore

H Eyre Hall
3215 Eyre Hall Drive
Cheriton

Honored as a National Historic
Landmark, this acclaimed ancestral
property offers a rare picture of colo-
nial plantation life.

The key to Eyre Hall’s remark-
able preservation lies in its descent
through eight generations of the same
family.

Eyre Hall, Cheriton

The gambrel-roofed manor was
completed in 1758 by Littleton Eyre,
who lavished his home with expansive
spaces, superlative woodwork, and
handsome furnishings.

Before the end of the century, Lit-
tleton’s son and grandson had, in
their turn, inherited his masterwork,
adding an eastern wing and laying out
a grand rear garden.

Happily for historians, the three
early owners were succeeded by stew-

ards who declined to gild their clas-
sic legacy with the passing fancies of
later eras.

Today, Eyre Hall visitors are de-
lighted to find that the refined but
soft-spoken style of its creators re-
mains wonderfully in place.

The past also lives in the garden,
where venerable crepe myrtles tower
above parterres enclosed by ancient
boxwood and set off by colorful mixed
borders.

The key to Eyre Hall’s
remarkable preserva-
tion lies in its descent
through eight
generations of the
same family. The gam-
brel-roofed manor was
completed in 1758 by
Littleton Eyre, who
lavished his home with
expansive spaces, su-
perlative woodwork and
handsome furnishings.

PHOTO COURTESY
DIANE GINSBERG

On the west, the recently stabilized
remaining walls of an early orangery
add a hint of romance to the garden
scene.

Beyond the house and garden,
broad stretches of open fields and long
views over Cherrystone Creek com-
plete the placid panorama awaiting
visitors to this perennial centerpiece
of the Eastern Shore tour.

B H. Furlong Baldwin, owner.
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Shre First ‘ Historic Garden Week on the Eastern Shore

Tucked away in the
Plantation Point
neighborhood of Cape
Charles’ Bay Creek com-
munity, 72 Creekside
Lane is a sophisticated
Eastern Shore “Cottage
in the Woods,” built in
2022.

PHOTO COURTESY
DIANE GINSBERG

12 Creekside Lane, Cape Charles

M 72 Creekside Lane
Cape Charles

Tucked away in the Plantation
Point neighborhood of Cape Charles’
Bay Creek community, 72 Creekside
Lane is a sophisticated Eastern Shore

“Cottage in the Woods,” built in 2022.
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The home is a Classic Revival Cot-
tage with traditional proportions. The
generous front pediment is one of sev-
eral classically inspired elements that
makes this new construction timeless.

Notable interior features include a
first-floor primary suite, lofty 10-foot
ceilings, a Chippendale staircase, an

inviting second floor window seat,
works by local and regional artists
intended to bring the outdoors in,
and playful use of patterns and colors
throughout.

Abundant filtered light com-
plements the home’s floor-to-ceil-
ing bookcases and natural finished

oak floors. Beyond the entertain-
er’s kitchen and equally inviting
screened-in porch, the Virginia blue-
stone terrace leads to oyster shell
garden paths that wrap around either
side of the cottage and to the de-
tached potting shed.

B Linda Buskey, owner.
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Shwre First ‘ Historic Garden Week on the Eastern Shore

Located on a quiet
street in Bay Creek
and bordering Old
Plantation Creek,
the gardens of 100
Creekside Lane are a
lovely Eastern Shore
escape.

PHOTO COURTESY
MEGAN AMES

100 Creekside Lane, Gape Gharles

M Gardens
at 100 Creekside Lane,
Cape Charles

Located on a quiet street in Bay
Creek and bordering Old Plantation
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Creek, the gardens of 100 Creekside
Lane are a lovely Eastern Shore
escape.

A shell path leads through hostas
and ground-covering plants includ-
ing pachysandra, periwinkle, and

liriope. Flower accents of daffodil,
calla lily, Siberian iris and hydrangea
offer contrast against the backdrop of
hollies and various conifers. Classic
bayside sunsets are viewed through
the bordering evergreens from the fire

pit surrounded by reclaimed ballast
stones, adding historic character to
this serene outdoor oasis.

B Mr. and Mrs. Steven R. Bennett,
owners.



Shre First \ Historic Garden Week on the Eastern Shore

Bayfront views cap-
tivate visitors to 606
Carousel Place, located
in Bay Creek’s Bayside
Village neighborhood.
This traditional style
home was built in 2020
and the interior de-
lights with functional
space at every turn.

PHOTO COURTESY
DIANE GINSBERG

B 606 CAROUSEL PLACE
Cape Charles

Bayfront views captivate visi-
tors to 606 Carousel Place, locat-
ed in Bay Creek’s Bayside Village
neighborhood.

This traditional style home was
built in 2020 and the interior de-
lights with functional space at every

turn.

From an artful, open wood stair-
way to reclaimed doors turned into
cabinetry, the homeowners inten-
tionally created functional spaces
throughout the property.

The second floor features the

kitchen, dining, living and sunrooms.

New Ravenna mosaics accent sev-
eral spaces, including the butler’s

pantry and powder room. Art plays a
starring role in the home’s exuberant
personality with pieces by many local
artists.

On the ground level, an indoor spa
space includes a sauna and swim-in-
place pool. Just outside is the patio
and well-appointed outdoor kitchen.

Informal perimeter plantings in-
clude grasses, hydrangea and tri-col-

or willow.

An outdoor dog run for the home-
owners’ 4-legged friends is accented
by a playful border garden, all over-
looking sand dunes and beachfront
access.

B Brent and Kim Geissinger,
owners.
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Shure First | Recreation

BY RYAN WEBB
Shore First

The Shore is home to three free
public disc golf courses — Indiantown
in Eastville, the Historic Onancock
School, and Sawmill Park in Acco-
mac. There is also a private course
that is pay-to-play in Exmore called
Lynwood Forrest.

Indiantown is my home course.
It’s where I learned the game and the
course I have played the most since I
started all those years ago.

There are 36 holes and several dif-
ferent ways to play. You could play
the North 18, South 18, the Main 18,
or the Murray 18.

When I first started playing in the
summer of 2011, my friends and I
stuck to the Main 18 because all of
these holes have gravel and paving
stone tee pads and use Innova DIS-
Catcher targets.

The Murray holes use older targets
that don’t catch discs as consistently
as the Innova baskets (when someone
misses a shot that looks like it should
have gone in, it’s known as “getting
Murrayed.”) They also don’t have tee
pads.

The North 18 and South 18 incor-
porate holes from both the Main 18
and the Murray 18; half of the holes
are Murray holes and the other half
are Innova for these two layouts.

At Indiantown, a lot of the holes
are between 150 and 300 feet, with
a few being shorter and others a bit
longer.

Most of the course is heavily wood-
ed, which means there are a lot of
trees to miss on your way to the bas-
ket, although sometimes trees give
friendly redirections that actually

EASTERN SHORE POST/RYAN WEBB

Raul Gildo Barrios putts on the Murray 7 hole at Indiantown Park in Eastville.

reward errant throws. As the old say-
ing goes, “Sometimes it’s better to be
lucky than good.”

But playing at Indiantown will
definitely hone your ability to shape
shots and hit gaps on your drives and
upshots. There are plenty of “gimme”
birdies, but there are also some hard-
er holes that will test beginners and
seasoned veterans alike.

If you play at Indiantown in late
spring or during the summer, be sure
to bring bug spray and wear long
sleeves, as the mosquitoes, ticks, and
chiggers can be fierce down there.

The course at the Historic Onan-
cock School is also fun. There are nine
holes with DISCatcher targets, and
there are several ways to play a full
18-hole round.

I haven’t played at OHS very much,
but the times I have played there
have been really enjoyable. I like the
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way the course is designed around
the landscape; it makes excellent use
of the hills on the property to create
some unique, challenging holes. None
of the holes are overly long, mak-

ing OHS a pretty beginner-friendly
course.

However, the most begin-
ner-friendly course on the Shore is
Sawmill Park in Accomac. There are
nine holes with Innova baskets that
you can play twice to make a full
round of 18.

All of the holes are between 175
and 315 feet, and there aren’t ma-
ny obstacles to speak of. Most of the
shots are wide open compared to a
course like Indiantown. Shooting well
under par is very doable for experi-
enced players.

On the other hand, Lynwood For-
rest, a private 18-hole course in Ex-
more, is the most challenging on the

Shore.

Shooting well under par at Lyn-
wood is truly a feat and requires basi-
cally a professional level of disc golf
prowess. It’s like Indiantown’s bigger
and more intimidating brother.

There are plenty of wooded shots
but also some wide open lengthy par
3s and 4s. There are no easy sub-150
foot par 3s like there are at Indian-
town; the shortest hole is 196 feet
and the longest comes in at 725 feet.

The fairways are attackable, but
if you find yourself in the rough, par
is almost always out of the question.
Hole 18 is iconic; it requires you to
throw two big shots over a pond if you
want to card a birdie.

I’ve only played Lynwood once, and
it was a difficult but enjoyable expe-
rience. It’s an awesome course, with
concrete tee pads, professional tar-
gets, and well-maintained fairways,
and I’m looking forward to playing it
again soon.

If you’d like to play at Lynwood
Forrest, text Will Smith at 757-894-
8454 with your name, number of peo-
ple, and tee time. There is a $5 fee to
play.

If you’re interested in learning
more about disc golf or think you
would like to give it a try, check out
the ESVA Disc Golf Club on Facebook
by searching “ESVA DGC.”

The club welcomes players of all skill
levels, and its main goal is to grow the
sport on the Eastern Shore by introduc-
ing new players to disc golf and teach-
ing them how to play. The club also
holds monthly tournaments at cours-
es on the Shore. Disc golf is fun alone,
but it’s definitely more enjoyable with
a group of friends, so join the club and
get out on the course today.



Trade school
scholarships set

Lighting the Way has established
a new scholarship opportunity for
local students who are pursuing or
would like to pursue a higher trade
school education.

The cooperative’s employee non-
profit is promoting a single $1,000
scholarship for an Accomack or
Northampton student.

Applicants must be a future or
current student enrolled in a trade
school and have resided in either Ac-
comack or Northampton for at least
one year.

Examples of trades include, but
are not limited to, lineworker, infor-
mation technology, cyber security,
construction, electrician, carpenter,
plumber, and mechanic.

The application deadline for the
2024-2025 Trade Scholarship is May
3.

Part of the “Return to Our Roots” Celebration

Invest In Our Planet

Let's unite to save our planet, preserve its beauty, and
ensure a sustainable future.

An Earth Day Celebration

of Eco-Friendly Fun!
Live Music
Food Vendors
Games

Resource Booths
Local Business Booths
Health Screenings
Family Fun

More Information

(757) 787-3844
(804) 513-0532

Date and Place

£ Saturday April 20, 2024
10:00 - 3:00

0 Exmore Town Park

Free Entry &
Free Parking!

Or Email Us!

eulaland@verizon.net
jaonecabarrus@aol.com

Use Your Camera to scan &
SIGN UP FOR A BOOTH!

Hosted by the Eastern Shore Community Services Network

|

We Are Hel/&/

At Riverside, we are here to listen and provide medical
care tailored to your individual needs. Our providers
and care teams combine the latest health care advances
with compassionate, patient-centered care so you can be
your healthiest self, both mentally and physically.

Nationally and regionally recognized for exceptional
safety, quality and care, Riverside Shore Memorial
Hospital is YOUR local community hospital and part of the
Riverside network of care.

When YOU need us, we are here.

=7
=3 RIVERSIDE

Shore Memorial Hospital

riversideonline.com/shore
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Shure First | Yesteryears

100 years ago
April 1924

High cost of palm
reading invades
the Eastern Shore

Accomac County recently has had
a demonstration how skilled labor has
jumped its rates for palm-reading.
The price in the olden days when gyp-
sies were one of the attraction of the
county fairs usually was 25 cents per
palm.

Last Friday at Exmore it cost $30
for one of the feminine members of
this order to make merely a few mys-
tic passes over the money wallet of a
kind-hearted business man. It hap-
pened thusly:

Traveling north from Cape Charles,
a band of Romany people, including
the regular flock of children, parked
three automobiles near Exmore.

One woman about 20 years of age
walked into Pender’s store and smil-
ing wanly upon Calvert Ames, who
was in charge, said she was hungry.
Would he please give her something
to eat? Sure he would, and did, and
her request was moderate. Only a can
of salmon, a box of crackers, and a
pound of sugar, thank you.

Looking at him intently when
she had finished the meal, she said:
“What do you carry in your left hip
pocket?” And Ames, in surprise, as he
faced his questioner, replied: “My can
of smoking tobacco.”

“What is that in your right-hand
hip pocket?” But this was getting un-
canny from the storekeeper’s point
of view and he pulled his well-filled
money wallet from its hiding place
saw the the rubber bands were still
in place and kept a tight hold on it.
The dark-haired comely descendant
of the Indo-Aryan nomads made a
few passes in the air with her hands
in the general direction of the tempt-
ing wallet, but as it did not show any
signs of fluttering towards her, Ames
remained unperturbed, but waved his
visitor out of the store.

But when he had occasion to exam-
ine the wallet later, $30 had vanished.
Science, however, came to his rescue,
for he phoned to Accomac, and when
the caravan reached the county seat
it was rounded up and a charge made.
The woman in question denied taking
the money. But finally came across
with $30, to which was added $9.50
costs to preserve respect for Virginia
law.

In the meantime, as the troupe had
passed through Onley, it stopped for
a brief rest and the aforesaid dark-
haired woman floated into the bank,
responding to the law of gravitation,
so to speak. She demurely asked for
a bag to put her money into. And as
Carey Milliner reached around to get
one. She sidled through a door and
had started to lovingly handle some
silver and a few greenbacks when Mil-
liner made a few passes with an auto-
matic persuader and she smiled apol-
ogetically and her itching palm let go
of the money.

The round-up at Accomac then fol-
lowed and though no word has been
received yet from towns this side of
the Maryland line, toward which the
outfit was headed, it is possible that
some palms have been read or some
sleight-of-hand tricks performed
which haven’t filtered through the
regular channels of gossip.

Flames destroy
barn and grain

Fire of unknown origin destroyed
the barn, stables, and corn stack, to-
gether with 800 empty barrels, sever-
al tons of fertilizer, a quantity of corn
and hay, and a number of farm imple-
ments, property of Benjamin N. Scott
in Old Town Neck, near Eastville,
yesterday afternoon, with a total loss
of more than $3,500. There was no
insurance.

The fire was first discovered by
some of the farm hands and seemed to
be at that time in the second story of
the building, which was partly filled
with hay. When Mr. Scott and his
men arrived, the whole building was

ablaze, which made it impossible to
save anything.

Berry crop
in Virginia large

Thirty-five million quarts of straw-
berries will be offered the transpor-
tation companies for shipment this
season from the Delmarva Peninsula,
according to railroad and express offi-
cials who have made a careful survey
of acreage and prospects from Cape
Charles up through Maryland and the
lower part of Delaware.

Norfolk barge captain
is charged with killing
wife at Chincoteague

The trial of Austin R. Melvin, age
38, a barge captain, operating be-
tween Norfolk and Boston, charged
with the murder of his 22-year-old
wife at their home on Chincoteague
Island on March 27, is set for Friday.
April 23, at Accomac.

Melvin, who has been in Accomac
jail since the day of the murder, was
indicted by the grand jury on the
opening day of the April term, of cir-
cuit court for murder, and the arrang-
ing of his trial, within 25 days from
the time the deed was committed, is
the quickest on record on the Eastern
Shore.

The shooting was the outcome of
domestic difficulties, which has exist-
ed for some time, reaching a climax
when Mrs. Melvin received a check
from the veterans’ bureau for a large
amount, she being the beneficiary
named in the war risk insurance pol-
icy of her brother, who was killed in
France.

Melvin, it is said, demanded the
check and was refused, and the shoot-
ing followed. The Melvins have one
son, Robert, age four, who is now
in custody of his grandmother, Ms.
William Lewis, mother of the dead
woman.

A strongly contested legal battle is
expected. Commonwealth’s Attorney

Jeff F. Walters will be assisted in the
prosecution by Turlington & Dough-
ty and Ernest Ruedinger. Melvin will
be J. Harry Rew, Mapp and Mapp, the
senior bring former State Senator G.
Walter Mapp, and Herbert Baines.

— Ledger-Star

50 years ago
April 1974

Accomack to look out
for typhoid carriers

A member of the Accomack Coun-
ty Health Department said they are
going to keep a close eye on migrant
workers moving into Accomack Coun-
ty this year, to watch out for possible
Typhoid Fever carriers.

Clarence Stine said the Accomack
department has been in touch with
the Dade County, Fla., Department of
Health regarding migrants who have
had typhoid there.

An outbreak of Typhoid Fever
among migrant workers in Homestead
in Dade County caused a scare across
most of Florida this past fall. About
4,000 migrant workers move into Ac-
comack and Northampton Counties
each year, many of them coming from
a Florida point of origin.

“We’re going to keep a close eye on
them. Certainly a few might slip by
and get up this far and we don’t need
a typhoid outbreak,” Stine told the
Accomack County Board of Supervi-
sors this past week.

Surveillance of the workers will
be under way in both Accomack and
Northampton Counties, the health
department has said, to attempt to
assure no typhoid carriers enter the
area.

Stine said Dade County was run-
ning cultures on all the migrant work-
ers affected to make sure no carriers
left that area if possible.

(Continued on page 28)
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Accomack considers
kindergarten

A request to proceed with kinder-
garten classes in the public school sys-
tem of Accomack County in 1973-74
was granted by the Accomack County
Board of Supervisors this week.

But a request for improvements to

Parksley High School was given on-
ly tentative approval, and a request
for establishment of teachers’ sala-
ry scales for the coming year, held in
abeyance.

The supervisors argued for sever-
al minutes over approving any of the
three items, some of them charging it
amounted to giving early approval to
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the county budget “piecemeal.”

School Superintendent P.B. Tan-
kard was called in and said he felt ap-
proval of the kindergarten system was
necessary now. “The longer you wait
the greater your chances of losing
good potential teachers. You would
not get the teachers you would get”
by acting now, Mr. Tankard told the
supervisors.

He also urged approval of renova-
tions at Parksley High, so the work
could be done this summer, before

school opened for the 1973-74 session.

Mr. Tankard said work was carried
over into the school year on renovat-
ing Central High School near Painter
last year and caused problems.

On the motion of Paul B. Merritt,
the members voted 8 to 1 on a motion
to begin the state-financed kindergar-
ten programs, and hold the other two
requests in abeyance. Warren Nock
voted “No,” saying “this is a poor way
to do things.” He did not elaborate.

Later, the board gave Mr. Tankard
general approval to call for bids on
the renovation of Parksley High. They
acted after being told by C.M. Wil-
liams Jr., County administrator, that
the budget probably would be solidi-
fied by the May meeting of the board.

During the May meeting, members
indicated they would decide finally
on including the renovation and the
teachers’ salary scale in the budget.
The scale provides a raise of slightly
over five percent for collegiate profes-
sional class teachers.

The board will consider final action
on the renovation at the May meet-
ing. Mr. Tankard said he would have
the bids by then. At that time, board
members would apparently decide
whether they could fit the cost of the
renovation in the 1973-74 budget.

(Continued on page 29)
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Northampton seeks
executive secretary

The Northampton County Board of
Supervisors has voted to hire an exec-
utive secretary.

The supervisors’ board chairman,
Harold Wescoat, at a meeting here
Monday, said he felt it was “mandato-
ry” the county hire an executive secre-
tary. He pointed out the county bud-
get was now between $3 million and
$4 million, and it was generally felt
any county spending over $1 million
needed an executive secretary.

No date on when a secretary will
be hired has been set. T. Hume Dixon,
supervisor from Capeville District,

made the motion to hire the secretary.

Some of the Northampton offi-
cials had earlier said such a secretary
would also fill the post of county pur-
chasing agent, consolidating all coun-
ty purchasing. There was no indica-
tion if this will be done.

The executive secretary, in addi-
tion to handling day-to-day business
under the supervisors’ direction,
would also act as clerk of the board of
supervisors.

Some officials had pointed out
that the clerk of court in Northamp-
ton County was “over-burdened” by
also having to serve as clerk to the
supervisors.

25 years ago
April 1999

Cheriton town
treasure to close

More than four years ago, Meghan
Rolley began a job she never imagined
she’d have — running her late grand-
father’s hardware store.

The store, which opened in 1947,
has been a Cheriton tradition — a
small-town hardware shop with selec-
tion and character and even chairs for
the Rolley’s Hardware regulars, of
which there are many.

So Rolley put her English degree
to work peddling lawn tools, wrench-
es and fertilizer, carrying on a family
and town tradition.

Rolley, now 27, was holding her
own in a decidedly male world.

But Friday, her tenure as the
town’s hardware lady ended when
she locked the store’s doors for the
last time. Rolley has taken another
job in the county, and Rolley’s Hard-
ware closed, despite efforts to sell the
business.

It’s not an easy move.

There have been tears and self-
doubt and a good dose of wondering
whether she’s doing the right thing,
closing this town treasure.
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send those university
research dolliars her way

Well, here’s my nomination for
stupid reearch project of the year.

Straight from the Indiana Uni-
versity School of Medicine comes
the astounding pronouncement
that men listen with only half their
brain.

Well, duh!

Idon’t know how many millions
of dollars were spent on the study,
but for a small percentage of what-
ever the cost, I would have been glad
to confirm the suspicion.

Take this week for example.

I started laying the groundwork
Wednesday evening.

“Honey-Do,” I said to Hubby.

“What is it this time?” he said.

“Sometime between now and
Sunday would you get the boxes
of Christmas down off the garage
shelves?”

“Okay,” he replied.

Thursday came.

“Honey,” I said. “Don’t forget to
get the Christmas boxes down.”

“Yeah, right.”

On Friday, I mentioned it again.
But I got the feeling he wasn’t
listening.

Saturday morning, I was still half
asleep as Hubby kissed me goodbye,
on his way out the door to go hunt-
ing, of course.

“Don’t forget the Christmas deco-
rations,” I muttered.

“Sure,” he said, slamming the
door behind him.

Sunday came and, of course, Hub-
by went out to play with his friends.

I, of course, went to the ga-
rage and drug out the step ladder
— to better reach the Christmas

decorations.

Fortunately, Hubby returned
home before I had finished the
project.

Fortunately, he immediately went
to the garage and brought down the
remaining boxes.

“Thanks,” I said as he left the ga-
rage, headed for the warmth of the
house.”

Minutes later, as I was sort-
ing through years of accumulated
Christmas items, Hubby returned,
obviously upset.

“Where have you put my satel-
lite book,” he hollered as he charged
through the door.

“What do you mean,” I said.

“My satellite book — the one I
wrote all the station numbers on.
I’m trying to find the Redskins game
and I can’t get the right channel.
What do you do with my book?

Feigning a calmness I did not feel
I pushed by him and went out to
the garage door. Marching into the
house I picked up his precious book
from its obvious resting pace and
handed it to him.

I wonder what university is going
to “discover” that men only look for
things with half a brain as well.

Send those research dollars this
way. I’ve got the proof.

This piece was originally published in the Dec. 6, 2000,
in the Eastern Shore Post. Candy Farlow, a founder of the
Eastern Shore Post weekly newspaper and a longfime jour-
nalist on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, died in 2017. Among
other endeavors she worked for a time as a telephone line-
man, reporter, columnist, radio DJ, and as a community
relations director for Shore Memorial Hospital. Her former
columns will be printed monthly in Shore First.

Candy Farlow
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28404 Woodland Ave. Suite B, Melfa, Virginia 23410

Call to Sell or Purchase property: 757-787-2618
Visit us: www.ppofva.com

JAMESVILLE $234,000
Puppy Drum Market & Deli - This is a very successful & popular
business. Dine in/take out. 2220 square feet. Deli, ice cream,
pizza, fresh meats, beer, wine infout, fishing bait, groceries,
gifts, fresh pastries, & characters. CLEAN as a whistle. Metal roof
5 years old, new, updated electricity with all new LED lights.
Tables, chairs cooler, ovens, pizza, freezers, ovens, drink cookers.
Next to Post Office, high traffic. GENERAC generator & Spectrum
WIFI. Excellent 8 camera security system. Free county boat

ramp just a few minutes away. Ice machine & camping supplies
sold as well. Large backyard offers room for picnic tables.
Nearby plant nursery offers excellent lunch trade. Very popular,
excellent opportunity to make a living. You be the boss.

Schuyler V. Hurlbut 757-710-9576

BLOXOM

Excellent condition, very, very beautiful. Geothermal heat & AC, 2
working fireplaces, wrap around, 1600sq’ deck will continue to enamor
you. Birders paradise! View Sunsets over marsh looking out into The
Chesapeake Bay, sun rises over fields, woods-new every day! Guard
Shore offers free sandy beach, fishing, boating. 1 mile. 2 bedrooms
up-each with their own bathrooms AND balconys.1 bedroom down
with 1/2 bath &balcony. New roof 2022, updated septic, lifetime water
heater, large 2 car garage with 2nd floor. Could be spare bedroom,
apartment, shop. You'll need one when your extended family & friends
see this spectacular nature preserve property. 15/20 minutes to NASA,
Food Lion, hoapital,25 to Chincoteague. Leaf Guard on house & garage
$70,000 of new updates.

Schuyler V. Hurlbut 757-710-9576

OPEN HOUSE April 20 noon to 3 p.m. OPEN HOUSE April 14 noon to 2 p.m.

6026 Occohannock Neck Road

14380 Ridge Road

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath
Colonial with attached
carport and one car
detached garage on .313
acre town lot. This is it!
Original shiny wood floors
throughout. Tall ceilings,
crown molding. JES
restored basement, walk up

ERIHET Y e ey OPEN HOUSE April 14 noon to 2 p.m.
dining room. Fireplace 3183 Main Street

in living room. Kitchen

updated in 2014, ample counter space. MOVE IN READY. Yard is big
enough for garden or boat and trailer parking. Small pond. Exmore is

a great little town that is mid-shore allowing for easy commuting. Auto
repair, restaurants, and downtown shops within easy walking distance.
Grocery and hardware store 2 minute drive away. Only 17 minutes to
Riverside Shore Memorial Hospital. $325,000

Christine Flye 757-286-3569 or Jason Restein 757-620-1532

TQUINBY

Very nice and generally open homesite located in seaside
waterfront Town of Quinby! Less than one mile from Quinby Harbor/
Ramp/Dock etc. Build your own home or instantly hookup to power
available for RVs/Campers etc. 50/30/110 Amp connection(s).

20129 Quinby Bridge Road

$25,900

Christine Flye 757-286-3569 or Jason Restein 757-620-1532

MACHINPONGO

6.60+/- acre point lot on
Hungars Creek. It is the last
one available in the Harbour
Pointe subdivision. Incredibly
priced! Come see the
panoramic views and perfect
location for your waterfront
dream home. 1,000+ LF of
water frontage! Electric post
present on the property.

$374,000

Lot 1, Seay Court

Christine Flye 757-286-3569 or Jason Restein 757-620-1532

PAINTER

Cedarview: Well and septic installed! This charming small waterfront
subdivision has a private boat ramp and small beach. This is the
one. Well septic already installed..just bring your plans. Modulars
and manufactured allowed. Don't wait!

$39,000

Lot 4, Cedar View Road

Christine Flye 757-286-3569 or Jason Restein 757-620-1532

SANFORD

Cedarview: Renovated
and updated! Ready for
you to move-in today!
Remote waterviews,
sunroom, screen porch,
large rear deck and
much more! Proximity to
Water Access! For less
than $200K!

$199,000

8382 Whites Road

Christine Flye 757-286-3569 or Jason Restein 757-620-1532

SANFORD

Renovated home w/ Generac
Generator on spacious 6+ Acre
waterview/waterfront property.
Fronts on small tributary of
Jack’s Creek (see rear of site).
Kayak to Robin Hood Bay/
Pocomoke Sound. Includes large
Quonset hut for equipment,
tools, recreational vehicles and
more! The raised foundation of
the home has concrete flooring
throughout, all walls have been
waterproofed. It's large enough
for storage, weight room, man
cave, anything; it even has a
half bath! Inside you will find a
downstairs bedroom with en
suite bath and large, private
screened porch, and a large eat
in kitchen. Move in condition.

MUST SEE.
$199,000

8394 Whites Road

Christine Flye 757-286-3569 or Jason Restein 757-620-1532

We are currently interviewing for full-time agents (prefer licensed and/or seasoned sales professionals) and offer a competitive

compensation package with no desk or franchise fees. Come join a dynamic, growing real estate company that stands apart from the rest!
CONTACT PETE MESSICK AT 757-607-6036 TO DISCUSS!
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