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NORTHAMPTON

Schools work
to increase
salaries for all

(Continued on page 5)

BY STEFANIE JACKSON
Eastern Shore Post

The Northampton schools’ proposed 
fiscal year 2025 operating budget, which 
could reach $27 million and currently has 
a deficit of $2.5 million, prioritizes raises 
for teachers and school staff.

“We’re behind everyone in the region” 
when it comes to salaries, Superintendent 
Lisa Martin told the Northampton school 
board at a meeting earlier this month. 

Among starting teacher salaries in 
Virginia, Northampton ranks 79th out 
of 131 school divisions, with a starting 
salary of about $45,000 for a teacher with 
a bachelor’s degree.

Northampton falls further down the 
ranks as salaries are compared for teach-
ers with increasing levels of experience.

For a teacher with a bachelor’s degree 
and 30 years of experience, Northampton 
ranks 121st, offering a salary of about 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

BY MARK MORING
Eastern Shore Post

Wayne Bell never got into trouble as a 
kid, though he does remember one awk-
ward meeting with the local sheriff.

“He sat me in his car,” Bell says, “and 
we had a nice conversation.”

Afterward, the lawman asked Bell if he 
wanted a ride home, or would he rather 
walk.

“I’ll walk,” Bell replied. Because 
nobody wants their parents to see them 
dropped off in a squad car.

That walk home gave Bell plenty to 
think about . . . and may have played a 
role in paving his path to the future. Bell, 
49, of Eastville, has spent most of his 
adult life helping children to not only stay 
out of trouble, but to live their best lives.

These days, he’s doing that in a vari-
ety of ways, giving kids opportunities to 
flourish as they grow.

Bell is CEO of Children’s Harbor, an 

Wayne Bell
ensures children
live best lives

EASTERN SHORE POST/MARK MORING
Wayne Bell talks with students at Children’s Harbor in Onancock. Bell 
is the chief executive officer of the early childhood organization. (Continued on page 29)
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47 Market Street  |  Onancock, VA  |  757-787-1010  |  mason-davis.com

29465 Race Track Rd Melfa, VA
Log Cabin/Duplex

3BR/ 2 B

$364,990  MLS#59385   
Leslie Lewis (757) 709-8271

11535 Park Ave Exmore, VA
3 BR/ 1.5 B 

$148,000  MLS#59917   
Linda Baylis Spence (757) 999-4503

3090 Main Street Exmore, VA
3 BR/ 1.5 B

$295,000  MLS#59656   
Susan Beasley (757) 710-1284

34120 Lankford Hwy Painter, VA
3 BR/ 1.5 B 

$264,500  MLS#59814  
Tammy Mason (757) 710-2295

31310 Cedar View Painter, VA
3 BR/ 2 B 

$379,000  MLS#57984  
Michael Baril (757) 710-5200

12 Joynes St Onancock, VA
4 BR/ 3 B 

$468,000  MLS#59963  
Dana Dillon (804) 937-4102

PRICE IMPROVEMENT

PRICE IMPROVEMENT

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY FEB. 24TH 12-2 PM!

mason-davis.com

PRICE IMPROVEMENT

COMMUNICATING WITH THE EASTERN SHORE POST
n PRESS RELEASES AND SUBMITTED PHOTOS: Email them to editor@easternshorepost.com.
n ITEMS FOR THE EVENT CALENDAR: Email them to editor@easternshorepost.com.
n DISPLAY ADVERTISING: Call 757-789-7678 or email ads@easternshorepost.com.
n SPORTS RESULTS AND SPORTS PRESS RELEASES: Email them to editor@easternshorepost.com.
n CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Call 757-789-7678 or email ryan@easternshorepost.com.
n LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING: Call 757-789-7678 or email ryan@easternshorepost.com.
n OBITUARIES: Call 757-789-7678 or email ryan@easternshorepost.com.
n NEWSPAPER DISTRIBUTION: Call 757-789-7678 or email ads@easternshorepost.com.

According to Sheriff W. Todd Wes-
sells, on Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 8:32 
p.m., the Accomack County Sher-
iff’s Office received a report of shots 
fired in the area of the 26000 block of 
Stumpy Lane near Onancock.

Upon deputies’ arrival, they dis-
covered an unresponsive male suffer-
ing from apparent gunshot wounds. 

The male, identified as Rashaun 
Anthony Brown, 26, of Onancock, was 

pronounced deceased at the scene.
The Accomack County Sheriff’s 

Office was assisted by the Onley Po-
lice Department, Melfa Volunteer 
Fire Department, and the Accomack 
County Department of Public Safe-
ty.

Anyone with information on this 
or any other crime is asked to contact 
the Accomack County Sheriff’s Office 
at 757-787-1131 or 757-824-5666.

ACCOMACK

Man slain; suspect sought
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www.paramountbuilders.com • www.virginiashowerandbath.com

(757) 792-1625
Schedule Online or Call Today!

Roofing • Windows • Showers • Baths • Siding •  Trim • Gutter Protection

Vinyl Siding that 
stands the test of time!

The LuxStone® shower collection was engineered to be highly 
durable and extra low-maintenance. 

With stain-resistant surfaces, grout-free walls and 
water-repellant doors, your shower almost cleans itself! 

• LOW-MAINTENANCE 
• NONPOROUS 
• REAL STONE, NOT PLASTIC

IMPACT RESISTANCE, BREATHABLE SIDING 
MAINTENANCE-FREE, REDUCES NOISE & MORE!

East Coast’s Largest Home Remodeling Company

Your 
Exclusive 
Kohler 
Luxstone 
Dealer

Stress-free shower cleaning!

25% OFF
EVERYTHING we offer! 

Triple Pane Windows, 
13 Step Roofing System, 

Climashield Preservation Siding, 
Showers, Tubs, Walk-In Baths, 

AND MORE!
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Licensed in Virginia and Maryland!

LONG & FOSTER 
Chincoteague Island
& Captains Cove

Chincoteague 757.336.5100  •  Captains Cove 757.824.5195

CHINCOTEAGUE
56953: Arbor Lane

$98,000

FEATURED LOTS IN
CAPTAINS COVE

FEATURED AGENT

Meghan Oliver 
Clarkson

Associate Broker, 
REALTOR

Chincoteague Office
757.336.5100

CAPTAINS COVE
56773: Brigantine Blvd.

$5,000

CAPTAINS COVE
56197: Neptune Dr. 

$48,250

NEW CHURCH
57655: Olde Mill Point

$89,000

JAMESVILLE
57336: Hideaway Cove

$19,000

CHINCOTEAGUE
56952: Arbor Lane

$98,000

CAPTAINS COVE
59600: Broadside Dr.

$12,500

CAPTAINS COVE
59342: Dreadnaught Dr.

$3,000

TEMPERANCEVILLE
57757: Saxis Rd. 

$30,000

NEW CHURCH
59897: Olde Mill Point

$65,000

CAPTAINS COVE
59670: Neptune Dr.

$48,500

CAPTAINS COVE
59671: Neptune Dr. 

$35,000

CHINCOTEAGUE
59896: Deep Hole Rd. 

$315,000
59935: Crows Nest Rd

$20,000

59933: Smugglers Way
$2,500

59934: Rudder Ct.
$5,500

59936: Spinnaker St.
$4,500

Serving ALL of Virginia’s Eastern Shore

LONG & FOSTER 
Cape Charles

300 Mason Ave., Ste. A  •   757.331.2500

CAPE CHARLES 
59908: Bay Creek

$99,900

ACCOMAC
59994: Henry’s Point

$22,500

FEATURED LOT FEATURED AGENT

Betty Ann 
Latimer

757.331.2500
Sales Associate, 

REALTOR

Cape Charles Office

Have you thought about a career in real estate?
Call Patty Woodhurst at 757.894.1586. 

AGENTS FIRST. ALWAYS!

CAPE CHARLES
59908: Bay Creek

$99,900

PARKSLEY
59868: Lankford Hwy.

$1,425,000

CAPTAINS COVE
59172: Blackbeard Rd.

$179,900

CAPE CHARLES
58101: Hollies Village

$79,000

BELLE HAVEN
57947: Creek Bluff

$47,000

CAPE CHARLES
57769: Heron Pointe

$349,000

WALLOPS ISLAND
57463: Watts Bay Estates

$395,000

57105
57105: The Colony

$125,000
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The Orchestra of the Eastern Shore
Dr. Paul Sanho Kim, Music Director

The Rise of Classicism
with Rachel Ordaz, Flute Soloist

C.P.E. Bach
Symphony No. 3 in C Major
Flute Concerto in D Minor

Joseph Haydn
Symphony No. 88 in G Major

Friday, March 1, 2024 at 7:30 pm
Nandua High School, Onley

Sunday, March 3, 2024 at 4:00 pm
Hungars Episcopal Church, Bridgetown

$60,000.
When comparing salaries for teach-

ers with five to 30 years of experience 
in Region 2, which includes Accomack, 
Northampton, and 13 school divisions in 
and around Hampton Roads, Northamp-
ton ranks last.

Martin said teacher salaries for fiscal 
year 2023 were used in the comparison 
because fiscal year 2024 data was not yet 
available. 

Northampton schools provided teacher 
raises of up to 7% in last year’s budget.

Martin said the school board must set 
the starting teacher salary at $50,000 and 
“decompress” the salary scale, ensuring 
each step on the salary scale equals one 
year of experience and includes a 1.25% 
increase for each step, up to year 30.

These teacher salary adjustments will 
cost about $1.1 million.

“I came to you last year and said I want-
ed to do it in a three-year plan. Unfortu-
nately, the word on the street is that some 
of our neighbors are already going to set 

their beginning pay scale at $50,000, so 
for us to wait, we won’t be competitive,” 
Martin said.

She also wants to provide “a step in-
crease and a flat percentage, an average 
of 5%, for all of our other staffing posi-
tions,” at a cost of about $462,000.

The proposed budget provides an addition-
al $20 monthly contribution toward the cost 
of health insurance for eligible positions.

It also increases Northampton schools’ 
minimum wage to $14 per hour, effective 
July 1. 

An increase to $15 per hour is sched-
uled for July 1, 2025, so that Northamp-
ton schools will comply with the Virginia 
minimum wage of $15 per hour that will 
take effect Jan. 1, 2026.

Also included in the funding request is 
a math specialist for Northampton Mid-
dle School, budgeted at $80,000; 16 bus 
monitors, budgeted at almost $174,000; 
and an additional custodian, at a cost of 
$35,000.

If the Virginia General Assembly does 
not provide additional funding for public 
education in the state budget, the school 
division must ask county supervisors to 
cover the $2.5 million budget deficit.

Northampton
(Continued from page 1)

Kiptopeke State 
Park sets job fair

 
Kiptopeke State Park will 

be hosting a job fair to recruit 
seasonal employees for the 
summer. 

The job fair will take place on 
March 9, from 10 a.m. until 2 
p.m., at the Big Water Visitor 
Center, located just outside the 
entrance to Kiptopeke State 
Park. 

Staff will be on site to dis-
cuss job opportunities, accept 
applications and hold inter-
views. 

“We are planning to fill 
several positions and are ex-
cited to have the opportunity 
to talk directly to interested 
applicants,” said Kiptopeke 
State Park Manager Sean 
Dixon. 

“If you have a passion for 
nature, enjoy working out-
doors, and are willing to learn 

new skills, we encourage you to 
come out and talk to us about a 
job.” 

Positions available at the 
park include interpretive 
ranger, contact ranger, main-
tenance ranger, waterfront 
attendant, retail attendant, 
and housekeeping supervisor. 
Applicants must be willing to 
work weekends and holidays 
as well as have a valid driver’s 
license and reliable transpor-
tation. 

“Make Kiptopeke State Park 
your office this year and enjoy 
a unique and fulfilling job 
while building your skill sets,” 
said Kiptopeke State Park 
Assistant Manager Stephanie 
Venarchick. “Seasonal jobs are 
a great way to start your career 
working in Virginia State 
Parks.” 

Candidates who want to 
apply can fill out an application 
on-site or apply directly online 
at www.dcr.virginia.gov

Victim in fatal
crash identified

Identification has been made of 
the victim in a fatal crash on Fri-
day, Feb. 16, in Painter.

The driver of the 2012 Ford se-
dan has been identified by the Chief 
Medical Examiner’s Office as Ro-
mar Lamont Reid, 39, of Hampton, 
said state police spokeswoman Mi-
chelle Anaya.

State police were called to inves-
tigate the vehicle crash, which hap-
pened on Lankford Highway, a half-
mile south of Coal Kin Road.

Preliminary investigations have 
revealed Reid was traveling at a 
high rate of speed in the north-
bound lanes on Lankford Highway 
when he struck the rear end of a 
2016 Chevrolet Cruz also traveling 
northbound. 

Upon impact, the Ford traveled 
across the median and into the 
southbound lanes of travel, into the 
path of a 2021 Freightliner tractor 
trailer. 

The Ford struck the tractor trail-
er head-on, ejecting Reid into a 
ditch. 

Reid died upon impact. 
The Chevrolet Cruz, upon being 

struck, spun out and came to rest in the 
northbound lanes, facing southbound. 

Shortly after the crash, the 
driver of a 2012 Chevrolet Silver-
ado was traveling northbound and 
struck the disabled Chevrolet Cruz.

The driver of the tractor trailer, 
Baron Powell, of North Carolina, 
was not injured in the crash. 

The drivers of the Chevrolet Cruz 
and Silverado were both transport-
ed to Riverside Shore Memorial 
Hospital with non-life threatening 
injuries.
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Service
& Towing

Service
& Towing

757-824-3333
new cHUrcH, vA

 10%
OFF

Eastern Shore
of Virginia’s 

ONLY AAA Approved 
Auto Repair Service Center

MEMBER DISCOUNT ON 
ALL SERVICES INCLUDING: 

INSPECTIONS, 
OIL CHANGES AND TIRES

• VA State Inspection
• $24.99 Oil Changes
• Engine Repair & Diagnostics
• Air Conditioning Service
• Preventative Maintenance
• Suspension & Wheel Alignment
• Cheapest Tire Prices in Town
• Open Saturdays

Eastern Shore Rural 
Health receives $5M gift

 
Eastern Shore Rural Health Sys-

tem, Inc. has received a $5 million 
donation from The Chicago Communi-
ty Foundation.

“This game-changing donation is 
a testament to the hard work of all 
involved with Rural Health. We will 
use it to help meet one of the greatest 
health care needs of our community,” 
said Eastern Shore Rural Health CEO 
Jeannette Edwards. 

“Our leadership has evaluated po-
tential projects based on feasibility and 
ability to provide positive impact for the 
most members of our community. Con-
tinued expansion of the dental program 
was selected based on our recent dental 
needs analysis showing all available den-
tal providers on the Shore can only meet 
roughly 40% of the need that exists.”

 More details will be available after 
a thorough analysis is conducted by 
Rural Health leadership. 

The gift is from an anonymous 
donor who recommended that Rural 

Health be awarded the funds through 
The Chicago Community Foundation’s 
donor-advised fund.

Ice Bowl set for 
Indiantown on March 2

The 2024 Ice Bowl will be held on 
Saturday, March 2, at Indiantown 
Park in Eastville. 

The event, in its 15th year on the 
Shore, has raised money for the local 
foodbank. Registration will open at 
8:30 a.m. with a $20 entry fee for each 
player. The start time is 10 a.m. There 
will be prizes for the winners in sev-
eral classes along with a few raffles, 
which include a disc golf basket and 
other disc golf items. 

Returning this year is a chili cook-
off and a prize for the winner. Guests 
pay to do the tasting.  All proceeds 
will be given to the local foodbank 
and donations will also be taken from 
anyone wanting to give to the food-
bank in name of the Ice Bowl 2024. For 
more information, go to ESVA DGC on 
Facebook or call 757-442-4843. 
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COUNTRYSIDE AUCTION
Hopeton, VA

Saturday, February 24 @10:00 am
Rain Date: Sunday February 25 @ 12:00 noon

Directions: Located approximately 60 mi. South of Salisbury, MD and 60 mi. North of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. 
Turn West off Rt. 13 on to Rt 676 (Dennis Drive), just north of Parksley and follow the signs to Auction. Signs will be posted at Rt 13.

Modern Sofa & Chair
3 Pc. Marble Top Coffee & End Table Set

2 Pc. Bedroom Suit
4 Pc. Bedroom Suit

Queen Size Bed & Bedding
End Tables

Chest of Drawers
Small Tables

Large Doll Collection 
(Madam Alexander, Effanbee,Cabbage Patch, 

Lady Diana & others)

Advertising Items
Church Plates

McCoy
Milk Bowls
Print Trays
Decanters
Old Toys

Coca Cola
Old Cameras
Silver Plate

Pewter
Wooden Chess Set

Please Check our Website For Pictures@countrysideauctions.com
5% Buyers Premium Applies to All Transactions

Auctioneer: Chester Jackson, VAAR #377, Parksley, VA 23421
(757) 665-5672  (757) 710-2318  (757) 710-5185

Lot of Artwork Some Originals by: Crockett, Peterson, Mama Girl, Danny Doughty, 
Eva Doughty, Eckert, Richard Shirley, Morales & Others

Lot of Other Glassware & Porcelain Items
Lots of Box Lots & Other Items

Becky Rootes Art
Scholarship available

The Eastern Shore Art League 
will be awarding the Becky Rootes 
Memorial Art Scholarships in honor 
of Becky Rootes, past president of 
the ESAL. 

The scholarships will be 
awarded to two graduating high 
school students residing on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia who 
are continuing to an advanced 
education institution (communi-
ty college, college, or university) 
and who are planning to pursue 
a field of study inclusive of the 
visual arts.

Two $2,000 scholarships will be 
awarded each year, one for 2-D visu-
al art, and one for 3-D visual art.

Details on the application process 
and dates for submission of appli-
cations are available on the Eastern 
Shore Art League web site, www.
esartleague.org

Information will also be provided 
to local high schools.

Educational scholarships
are available from DKG

The Lambda Chapter of DKG 
International will award grants to 
female high school graduates, col-
lege undergraduates, and graduate 
students who intend to pursue a 
career in education.

There are four scholarships to-
taling over $11,000. Applications 
must be completed and returned by 
April 16.

A $500 Teachers Matter schol-
arship will be awarded to an educa-
tor in Accomack or Northampton 
counties.

Educators may apply if they 
plan to take part-time coursework.  

Applications are available from 
local schools. Completed applica-
tions must be returned by April 
16.

To apply or ask questions, con-
tact Norma Jones, Grant-in-Aid 
chairperson, P.O. Box 291, Nas-
sawadox, VA  23413 or call 757-
442-7796.
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The Eastern Shore Art League announces that it will award the 
Becky Rootes Memorial Art Scholarships this year, in honor of 
Becky Rootes, past President of the ESAL. The scholarships will be 
awarded to two graduating high school students residing on the 

Eastern Shore of Virginia who are continuing to an advanced education 
institution (community college, college, or university) and who are 

planning to pursue a field of study inclusive of the visual arts.

Two $2000.00 scholarships will be awarded each year, 
one for 2-D visual art, and one for 3-D visual art.

Applications will be provided on the 
Art League website, and at high schools.

Visit www.esartleague.org

BECKY ROOTESBECKY ROOTES
ART SCHOLARSHIPSART SCHOLARSHIPS

ARE OFFEREDARE OFFERED

C. LEE HAULING
Top Soil, Fill, Sand, 

Gravel, Lot Clearing 
and Demolition.

757-710-3032
Hopeton, VA

48 MARKET ST. • ONANCOCK, VA
MOVIE INFO AND ONLINE TICKETING
www.RoselandOnancock.com

(757) 787-2209   CC•AD•AL

FRI-SAT  FEB 23-24  7 pm
SUN  FEB 25  4 pm   TUE  FEB 27  7 pm

“ARGYLLE”
Rated PG-13

Action / Thriller

CHINCOTEAGUE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AWARDS

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Chincoteague Island Library recently gave reading awards to students at 
Chincoteague Elementary School for the second nine weeks. Students were rec-
ognized for showing effort and/or improvement in reading. The following stu-
dents received a certificate and a $10 gift card to Sundial Books on Chincoteague 
Island: front row from left, Camille Berry, Ivan Breland, River Geminiani, Mar-
tha Wilder, Aerie Holland, Emmalynn Lagunas, and Ava Neal. Back row: Peyton 
Mears, Ava Toth, Nathan Davis, and Anders Savage. Absent from photo are Phin-
eas O’Connor and Jackson Shepherd.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
At the recent Celebrate Chincoteague Colts awards ceremony on Feb. 9, the fol-
lowing students in Grades 3-5 were awarded a certificate for achieving all A’s in 
the core subjects for the second marking period and/or first semester: front row 
from left, Samantha Dawkins, Alexandra Dawkins, Nathan Davis, Olivia Cher-
rix, Anders Savage, Jacob Roberts, Violet Hasty, and Lia Aker. Middle row: Lock-
lyn Giddings, Violet Davis, Garrett Dampf, Kinsley Cook, Watson Bloxom, and 
Summer Bell. Back row: Dalton Stephens, Rosalynn Molina, Peyton Mears, Kar-
rou Pickett-Andrews, Pippa Kinard, Margaret Jillard, Blake Hasty, Bryn-Anne 
Greenwood, and Alexandra Swain. Absent from photo are Sawyer Birch and Zan-
der Savage.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Kiwanis Club of Chincoteague presented Terrific Kids awards for the second 
nine weeks to students at Chincoteague Elementary School. These awards honor 
students who demonstrate a positive attitude, good character, responsible citi-
zenship, and/or academic improvement. Recipients are, front row from left, Eliz-
abeth Jillard, Iyana Slade, Joshua Johnson, Anna Robertson, Armani Revels, 
JaiRhus Davis-Sheppard, Penelope Rose, and Magnolia Rose. Back row: Blake 
Hasty, Bentley Jones, Victoria Case, Ava Northan, and Jacob Roberts.
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Attorneys • Auto Repair / Auto Supply / Tires
ABC Store • Banks / Mortgage Services
Book Store / Coffee Shop • Barber Shop • Bakery
Business / Professional Services • Convenience Stores 
Communications / Internet Sales • Clothing Stores

Computer Repair • Contractors • Churches / Religious 
Organizations • Dentist / Doctors / Medical Care
Department Stores • Dry Cleaners/Alterations • Fencing 
Flooring Sales & Repair • Food Trucks • Furniture Sales 
Gas Stations • Grocery Hair  /  Nai l  Salons  
Home Health Care / Rehab Insurance • Lodging  
Lawn Mower Repair    Notary Services  • Post Office
Pharmacy • Pet Store       
Specialty / Retail Sales Tax Services • Thrift Stores

Visit the Town of Onley 
“Crossroads of the Eastern Shore” “Crossroads of the Eastern Shore” 

Good things have a way
of coming together

Realtors • Restaurants



Are kids ‘worth the cost’ 
of lead-free water?

To the editor:
Regarding the Feb. 16 East-

ern Shore Post article “How 
much lead is acceptable in Ac-
comack schools?”

If the well water is 100% 
free of lead, what was implied 
to me is this:

The kids are not worth the 
cost of distilling the water to 
the kitchen or installing new 
piping to the kitchen from the 
well. 

It can be installed on the 
surface.

Linwood Windsor
Onancock

On the issue of where
Rhonda Hall should sit

To the editor:  
People are drawing unfound-

ed conclusions about where 
the Accomack County Public 
Schools superintendent sits at 
school board meetings. 

A majority of school board 

members think having mem-
bers sit closer together would 
facilitate conversations be-
tween them. 

Currently they sit in a row 
and the distance between the 
two ends makes it difficult 
for them to see and hear one 
another. 

Hall attends school board 
meetings with other members 
of her administrative staff 
such as clerk of the board, di-
rector of human resources, and 
director of finance. 

The superintendent and des-
ignated staff answer questions 
and provide the school board 

members with requested in-
formation and reports at the 
meetings. 

To be clear, the school board 
establishes policies for gov-
ernance of the school district 
with the allowance for public 
input or comment. 

The superintendent is re-
sponsible for implementation 
of the board’s policies. It is im-
perative that all parties main-
tain a positive relationship as 
student outcomes depend on it. 
There should be no undue influ-
ence by either party.

The proposed seating chang-
es are geared toward building a 
strong school board committed 
to working together with Hall 
and her staff. 

There are no hidden agendas 
or ulterior motives, especially 
with regard to gender or race. 

The fact that there is equal 
opportunity in America is 
something to be celebrated. 
Having the board seen as a unit 
at public meetings is a common 
practice. 

The superintendent and her 
staff are key advisors to the 
board. 
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Eastern Shore Post

Ensuring input is sought 
from our best public servants

Putting it bluntly, there are many different types of 
public employees — beginning and experienced, frown-
ers and smilers, those who do just enough and those 
who go over and above.

Some are high-maintenance and some are no-main-
tenance. Some drive fancy vehicles with vanity license 
plates and some have had the same modest cars for 
decades. Some love the sound of the their own voices 
and some speak helpfully and economically.

Some seem ground down by the bureaucracy. Some 
have buoyant personalities and are always ready to serve.

And then there is Janice Williams, whose profes-
sionalism, poise, and institutional knowledge give us 
all someone to emulate. If Williams, one of the Eastern 
Shore’s model and modest public servants, is not in a 
class of her own, she is in a class with very few peers. 

So it struck us as odd that Williams, the deputy 
Northampton County administrator, had to express 
her concerns about a personnel policy change at a pub-
lic meeting of the Northampton Board of Supervisors.

She was addressing supervisors like a regular coun-
ty resident, which she isn’t.

Williams has worked for Northampton County for 
43 years and has worked closely with every county 
administrator Northampton has ever had. She has for-
merly served as interim county administrator. 

One would think her opinion and guidance would be 
sought and considered well before any matter comes 
before the public. 

It is probably in the best interests of Northampton 
County to have Williams’ intelligence and insight solic-
ited — and followed — well before the public comment 
period during a county meeting. Public employees like 
Williams are hard to find and should be listened to. 

LETTERS

The Eastern Shore Post 
welcomes your letters 
and guest columns. Let-
ters and columns must 
include a phone number 
and a town of residence for 
verification.

Send letters to editor@
easternshorepost.com.

Guest columns 
and letters

(Continued on page 11)
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BY J. NICHOLAS KLEIN III
Guest columnist

It appears that sooner or later the 
General Assembly of Virginia will de-
cide who the next circuit court judge 
for Accomack and Northampton coun-
ties will be. 

The attorneys of the Eastern Shore 
Bar Association voted overwhelmingly 
for General District Court Judge Gor-
don Vincent. 

The vote was so overwhelming that 
only two persons voted for Lynwood 
Lewis, besides himself, out of 33 votes 
cast.

It was not a popularity contest but 
one voted on as who was most qualified 
to be the new circuit court judge. 

I have practiced law on the Eastern 
Shore since I graduated from law school 
in 1976. I have practiced with many 
lawyers before good and great judges. 

I know who I think are the best, and 

who are good, and who are not. 
Although Lewis and I are not close, 

we have practiced on the Shore  since 
he came to the Eastern Shore Bar and I 
have seen him at work on many occa-
sions. The same is true for Vincent. 

These two gentlemen were once part-
ners in a firm. Lewis has been a most 
competent and reliable member of the 
General Assembly as our delegate and 
then senator for many years until he de-
cided not to run in 2023 for re-election. 

The General Assembly districts had 
been changed and many delegates and 
senators found themselves in districts 
they probably could not win. 

Enter our new senator, Bill DeSteph, 
the person Lewis would have had to run 
against. 

Lewis declined to run and some say 
the deal was made — he’d be the next 
circuit court judge. This is purely an 
opinion but has been supported by 
comments from other Virginia Beach 

politicians. 
It’s true the General Assembly de-

cides who the judges will be throughout 
the commonwealth — that’s the system 
and it is much better than a popular 
vote system used in other states. 

But politics must take a back seat 
to what is best for our citizens and our 
Shore. 

We have been blessed since I arrived 
here to have had three great circuit 
court judges, Wescott Jacob, Glen Ty-
ler, and Revell Lewis, and I’m stick-
ing my nose in this because I want that 
excellence to continue even though my 
days in court are over. 

I care about my wife’s birth home and 
mine of 47 years, the Eastern Shore. I’m 
confident that our present judges along 
with many others on the Shore in our 
profession know how much I care.

Because of his superior experience 
as a lawyer and now a longtime district 
court judge, I think — as my younger 

colleagues did when we all voted on this 
issue —that Vincent should be the next 
circuit court judge for Accomack and 
Northampton counties. 

I urge the politician and delegate I 
have voted for many times — and for 
whom most of you voted — to do what’s 
best for the Shore in spite of the fact 
he and Lyn Lewis are good friends and 
served together in Richmond. 

Lewis has done a good job for the 
Shore as our representative. He is a 
good man and a gentleman. 

But I believe the Shore must come 
before anything else. We elect our mem-
bers to the General Assembly and they 
are there to carry out the wishes of the 
people they represent. 

This judgeship is not a consolation 
prize to be handed out as a reward for 
prior service in the General Assembly.

n The writer, an attorney with 
Mapp, Mapp, and Klein, in Keller, 
lives in Accomack County. 

Gordon Vincent should be the next circuit judge
GUEST COLUMN

Having all parties focused on the 
vision and mission of the schools is 
the top priority. 

Given that there is a direct correla-
tion between school district leadership 
and student opportunities and perfor-
mance, the students of Accomack will 
benefit if the school board and superin-
tendent are supportive of each other.  

Jean Sellard
Melfa

School board members:
Just do your job

To the editor:
Would someone please remind the 

Accomack County School Board that 
they were elected to serve the chil-
dren of this county and not to rattle 

their sabers and showboat in front of 
the very students they may have to 
discipline for doing the same things?

Maybe there is not enough to keep 
them busy, so I thought of a few 
things that might help them get back 
on track if they need an agenda.

n Find some daycare and early edu-
cation opportunities for the northern 
end of the county.

I know several women who had to 
quit their good-paying jobs because 
they had no one to care for young chil-
dren. We need a well-run child care fa-
cility in the northern end of the county. 

It is hard to get employees for the 
NASA Wallops Flight Facility, Rock-
etLab, and other businesses when you 
can’t even offer them any form of 
daycare or Pre-K education.

n Find some teachers. Where are 
the human resources people whose 
main job is to find qualified teachers 
for our children?

Quite a few teachers are having to 
teach additional classes to cover the 
whole year. Case in point: Two eighth-

grade English teacher positions have 
not been filled at Arcadia and Nandua 
middle schools all year. 

n Visit your schools. We sat out 
special chairs for the school board at 
our school for years and rarely saw 
anyone at graduation. 

We cut over 500 slices of cake and it 
would have been a great public relations 
way to meet many middle school parents 
— even if it was the last day of school.

n Ride a bus route with the bus 
drivers.  When you see where our 
children come from, maybe you won’t 
be worried about where someone sits, 
or who is meeting on the sly!

n Get to know the support 
staff. Some of the most important 
people in that building are the cus-
todians. Without them, the building 
will not function or be safe.

Then there are the cafeteria work-
ers, who work for horrendous pay but 
each day feed our children. 

Bus drivers, nurses, and instruc-
tional staff should be applauded and 
also rewarded for service and dedica-

tion to their jobs.
n Talk to teachers before you spend 

our money.  Often we hear about pro-
grams that we have to use and have no 
clue what they are, or if we even need 
them. 

You ought to ask how many pro-
grams the county has bought over the 
last 10 years that are still in use.

n Truancy and poor attendance are 
in crisis mode. Employ a truancy of-
ficer to put some teeth into coming to 
school and make sure parents are pick-
ing up their little ones at the bus stop.

Aren’t these school board members 
supposed to be the role models for 
teachers, parents, and children — the 
best of the best?

We may not have perfect kids here, 
but parents, are sending their best to 
us. Please get to work, as we need lead-
ership in these post-pandemic days. 

There are no places for egos any-
more. Just do your job.

Deborah Merrill   
Temperanceville

Letters
(Continued from page 10)
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At your Eastern Shore Community 
College, we shine the brightest when our 
students succeed. 

We hang our hat on the tangible 
success stories 
that you see 
and hear in the 
community.  

That vibrant 
picture of stu-
dents and alumni 
succeeding now 
includes current 
economic impact 
data that illus-
trate yet anoth-
er level of the 
school’s role and 
importance on 

our Eastern Shore.
ESCC and the 22 other colleges in the 

Virginia Community College System were 

the subject of an economic impact study 
conducted for fiscal year 2021-2022 
by Lightcast, a global leader in market 
analytics.

From a statewide perspective, the im-
pact of the VCCS is indisputable, with the 
combined spending of operations, con-
struction, and student spending, togeth-
er with the enhanced productivity of its 
alumni, generating $11.6 billion in added 
income for the Virginia economy. 

This equals approximately 1.8% of the 
total gross state product of Virginia and 
is equivalent to supporting 135,119 jobs 
across the commonwealth. It translated 
into one out of every 41 jobs in Virginia 
being supported by the activities of VCCS 
and its students. 

Value on investment
Virginia taxpayers provided $605.5 

million of state and local funding to 
VCCS in FY 2021-22. 

In return, taxpayers receive an esti-
mated present value of $1.5 billion in 
added tax revenue stemming from the 
students’ higher lifetime earnings and 
the increased output of businesses. 

Savings to the public sector add anoth-
er estimated $118.8 million in benefits 
due to a reduced demand for govern-
ment-funded social services in Virginia 
given the success of VCCS graduates.

For every tax dollar spent educat-
ing students attending a VCCS school, 
taxpayers receive an average of $2.70 in 
return throughout the students’ working 

lives. 
In other words, taxpayers receive an 

annual rate of return of 6.9% for a total 
of $1.6 billion in taxpayer benefits.

For your Eastern Shore Commu-
nity College, the story is equally as 
impressive.  

ESCC added $34.9 million in income 
to the Eastern Shore of Virginia econ-
omy during the analysis year, which is 
approximately 1.3% of the total gross 
regional product of the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia. 

In addition, ESCC’s economic im-
pact supported 619 regional jobs — or in 
other words, one out of every 43 jobs on 
the Eastern Shore of Virginia are sup-
ported by the activities of ESCC and its 
students.

State and local funding for ESCC 
amounts to $4.5 million and, in turn, to-
tal taxpayer benefits amount to $5.5 mil-
lion, the present value sum of the added 
tax revenue and public sector savings. 

These benefits and costs yield a bene-
fit-cost ratio of 1.2. This means that for 
every dollar of public money invested in 
ESCC in FY 2021-22, taxpayers received 
a cumulative present value of $1.20 
throughout the students’ working lives. 

The average annual internal rate of 
return for taxpayers is 1.4%, which com-
pares favorably to other long-term invest-
ments in the public sector.

And these benefits to our community 
will only continue to grow in the future. 

The average ESCC associate degree 
graduate from FY 2021-22 will see annu-

al earnings that are $9,800 higher yearly 
than a person with a high school diploma 
or equivalent working in Virginia. 

Over a working lifetime, the benefits 
of the associate degree over a high school 
diploma will amount to an undiscounted 
value of $382.200 in higher earnings per 
graduate. 

With the college’s continual upward 
climb in enrollment, we can anticipate 
positive impacts in the future.

As of Feb. 12, 2024, our count of full-
time equivalent students is 414, com-
pared to 342 for spring 2023.  This is a 
20.98% increase. 

Our headcount is also up, at 690, com-
pared to 585 in spring 2023, a 17.95% 
increase.  

We lead the VCCS in the percentage 
increase in both FTE and headcount.  

In addition, there is more great news 
about our workforce FastForward enroll-
ments. For this academic year, we have 
133 enrollments, compared to 111 at this 
time last year.  This is a 19.82% increase, 
as compared to the overall increase in the 
VCCS of 16.66%

Your Eastern Shore Community Col-
lege is proud and excited to be in a po-
sition to continue to grow in our role of 
providing life-changing programs that 
are not only serving our students in ma-
jor ways, but also serving our Eastern 
Shore with meaningful contributions to 
our local economy.

n The writer is president of Eastern 
Shore Communty College. 

ESCC shines brighest when its students succeed
GUEST COLUMN

James
Shaeffer

Associate Extension Agent, 4-H Youth Development - Accomack County

JOIN OUR TEAM
Careers at Virginia Tech - (Job no. 528372); work type: Administrative & Professional

The 4-H Youth Development Agent is a professional educator who provides leadership to the local 4-H program and 
manages its day-to-day operation. 4-H is a community of young people learning leadership, citizenship, and life skills. 
The mission of 4-H is to develop youth, and adults working with those youth, to realize their full potential and become 
effective, contributing citizens. Must have a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree (BA or BS) in a relevant discipline from 
an accredited college or university. A master’s degree and promotion to Extension Agent are required no later than 
the sixth year of employment. Shortlisting of candidates will start after February 16th, 2024 and continue until the 
position is filled. For questions, contact Janet Spencer - jaashle2@vt.edu

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia Stale University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local 
governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression,
national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law.

please visit this link and apply online: http://tinyurl.com/papr98ek

757-990-4200
2118 Harbor Dr.  |  Greenbackville, VA

Beautiful 
water 
view!

Fresh Seafood • Handcut Steaks
In-House Smoked BBQ

OPEN TUES - SUN

10% off
for 

mentioning 
this ad!

Mark your calendar for a
fundraising night you definitely 

do not want to miss! Join
Chincoteague High School's After

Prom Committee for a night of
fun and a LOT of laughs as the
“ladies” of CHS strut their stuff

and compete for the crown! Doors
open at 6:00; show starts at 6:30.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

THE 2024 MISSLESS PAGEANT
Wednesday, Feb. 28   6:30   Tickets $7.00

4074 Main St. Chincoteague   757-336-6109

A new musical revue of Academy Award winning
songs from the 1930s to the present by the

Lower Shore Performing Arts Company! With an
amazing cast of six, dressed as movie theater

ushers and usherettes, they will sing songs which
have become part of the American songbook!

''Just Go to the Movies''
Saturday, March 9  Evening Show  7pm

4074 Main St. Chincoteague   757-336-6109

lowershorepac.ticketleap.com

Sunday, March 10  Matinee  4pm

For ticketing information and to purchase, visit:
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• Chest pressure, squeezing, aching or burning 

• Shortness of breath 

• Anxiety 

• Excessive fatigue or weakness 

• Pain in the jaw, back or pain  
that travels down one  
or both arms 

• Feeling of fullness,  
nausea, vomiting or  
breaking out in a  
cold sweat 

Call 911  
if experiencing 

these symptoms!

Recognize the  
Signs & Symptoms 
of a   Heart Attack!

riversideonline.com/heart

Talk to your health care provider  
about how to reduce your risk.

THIS IS YOUR REMINDER
TO SCHEDULE YOUR
CHILD’S NEXT DENTAL
APPOINTMENT!

757-331-1048

Our Kiptopeke Elementary Dental
office is accepting new patients! 

CHILDREN'S DENTALCHILDREN'S DENTAL
HEALTH MONTHHEALTH MONTH

February is

CALL TODAY

AMERICAN LEGION POST 159 DONATES

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Esley Collins of American Legion Post 159, of Chincoteague, recently 
presented Principal Diane King, of Chincoteague Elementary School, a 
$1,000 check toward the school’s field day festivities. 
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ENTERTAINMENT
Eastern Shore Post

Friday, February 23
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Parksley Farmers and Artisans Market, 
18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n BENEFIT DINNER: 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
homemade vegetable beef soup, grilled 
cheese, and drink, at Melfa Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue. 
n BBQ AND BREWS: 4 to 8 p.m., The 
public is invited to the BBQ and Brews 
kickoff for Freezin’ for a Reason, which 
will be held at Cape Charles Brewing Com-
pany. The BBQ and Brews costs $50 per 
person and $21 for attendees under 21. 
There will be craft brews, wine, barbecue, 
clam chowder, and live music. The special 
guest is the Phun Doctors. 
n BINGO: 5 p.m. doors open, 6:30 p.m. 
games begin, Exmore Moose Lodge 683, 
15315 Merry Cat Lane, Belle Haven.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Heinz 
and the Red Bird live at Fridays at Lem-
on Tree Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape 
Charles. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 7 
p.m., Chincoteague Island Theatre Compa-
ny presents Agatha Christie’s “Murder on 
the Orient Express.” Adapted for the stage 
by Ken Ludwig and directed by Lexi Hubb. 
Held at 6309 Church St., Chincoteague. 
Tickets are $15 each at www.chincoteague-
ca.org
n COMEDY SHOW: 7 to 9 p.m.,The Mar-
Va presents “The Ivy League of Comedy,” 
including Moody McCarthy, Karen Bergreen, 
and Shaun Eli, at the Mar-Va Theater Per-
forming Arts Center in Pocomoke City.  Tick-
ets are $30. Visit www.marvatheater.com
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 8 
p.m., “Crumbs From The Table of Joy,” fea-
turing Nichanna Gholson-Dennis, Maliyah 
Kellam, James Rich, Aja Ruffin, and Madi-
son Herold, at The North Street Plahhouse, 
34 Market St., Onancock. Tickets are $25 
for adults and seniors and $10 for students. 
See www.northstreetplayhouse.com

Saturday, February 24
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Parksley Farmers and Artisans Market, 
18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n ART WALK: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Eastern 
Shore Community College will hold its In-

door Winter Art Walk in the college’s main 
academic building, 29316 Lankford High-
way, Melfa. Enjoy two floors of local artists 
and crafters, food, and live music. 
n FUNDRAISER: Noon, Eastern Shore 
of Virginia Habitat for Humanity will 
hold its annual Freezin’ for a Reason’ at 
the Cape Charles beachfront. Call 757-
442-4687 for more information. The 
celebrity dipper is Beth Sharpley, owner 
of Coastline Chemical and a member of 
the  Eastern Shore of Virginia Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Eastern Shore 
Madrigals.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 8 p.m., Melinda and 
The Speakeasies at the Great Machipon-
go Clam Shack, 6468 Lankford Highway, 
Nassawadox. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 7 
p.m., Chincoteague Island Theatre Compa-
ny presents Agatha Christie’s “Murder on 
the Orient Express.” Adapted for the stage 
by Ken Ludwig and directed by Lexi Hubb. 
Held at 6309 Church St., Chincoteague. 
Tickets are $15 each at www.chincoteague-
ca.org

Sunday, February 25
n LIVE MUSIC: 1 to 4 p.m., open mic and 
jam session open to local musicians each 
Sunday at Cape Charles Brewing Compa- 
ny, 2198 Stone Road, Cape Charles. Free 
admission.
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 2:30 
p.m., “Crumbs From The Table of Joy,” fea-
turing Nichanna Gholson-Dennis, Maliyah 
Kellam, James Rich, Aja Ruffin, and Madi-
son Herold, at The North Street Plahhouse, 

34 Market St., Onancock. Tickets are $25 
for adults and seniors and $10 for students. 
See www.northstreetplayhouse.com

Monday, February 26
n STORY TIME: All day, any time sto-
ry time at the Eastern Shore of Virgin-
ia Regional Library in Parksley and the 
Northampton Free Library in Nassawadox.
n KIDS CRAFTS: 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
kids crafts at the Eastern Shore of Virginia 
Regional Library in Parksley.
n GAME DAY: 1 to 4 p.m., Game Day 
Monday at the Island Theatre Annex, 4074 
Main Street. Bring a personal drink or 
snack. Card and table games available. 
n BINGO: Doors open at 5 p.m., first game 
at 7 p.m., Onancock Elks Lodge, 22454 
Front St., Accomac. Info: 757-787-7750.

Tuesday, February 27
n TECH HELP: Tech Help Tuesdays all 
day at the Northampton Free Library in 
Nassawadox. 
n CRAFTS: 1 to 3 p.m., Hooks and Nee-
dles craft group at Powelton Presbyterian 
Church, Wachapreague.
n GAMING: 5 to 6:30 p.m., teen gaming 
and crafts at the Eastern Shore of Virginia 
Regional Library in Parksley. 
n BINGO: Doors open 6 p.m., first game 
7:30 p.m., Cheriton Volunteer Fire Co., 
21334 S. Bayside Road, Cheriton.

Wednesday, February 28
n STORY TIME: All day, any time sto-
ry time at the Eastern Shore of Virgin-
ia Regional Library in Parksley and the 

Northampton Free Library in Nassawadox.
n BINGO: Doors open at 6 p.m., first game 
7:30 p.m., Painter Volunteer Fire Co., 17116 
Wayside Drive, Painter.

Thursday, Feb. 29
n SENIOR EXERCISE: 10 a.m., Commu-
nity Senior Exercise Program at the Pow-
elton Presbyterian Church, Wachapreague. 

Friday, March 1
n BREAKFAST: 8 a.m., VFW Post 2296, 
Tasley, will be serving breakfast at the post. 
All are welcome. The cost is $10. 
n BENEFIT DINNER: 5 to 7 p.m., Great 
Pocomoke Fair, 2037 Broad St. Cheesesteak 
sub meal, $10; chicken tender meal, $8. 
Call 410-422-9195 to place a pickup order.
n PIZZA FUNDRAISER: 5 to 8 p.m., 
drive-through pizza fundraiser at New 
Church Fire and Rescue, New Church. Pep-
peroni, sausage, or bacon 16-inch pizzas for 
$14, or combination pizzas for $15.
n BOOSTER BINGO: 6 to 9 p.m., the Ar-
cadia Booster Club presents its first Cash 
Bingo Night in the Arcadia High School 
gym. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
n LIVE MUSIC: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Melin-
da and the Speakeasies at the Lemon Tree 
Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape Charles. 
Free admission and cash bar. 
n LIVE MUSIC: 7:30 p.m., the Orchestra 
of the Eastern Shore, under the direction 
of Dr. Paul Sanho Kim will perform “The 
Rise of Classicism,” with Rachel Ordaz, 
flute soloist, at Nandua High School in 
Onley. Admission is free and donations are 
welcome. 

(Continued on page 15)

Best bets...
n On Friday, Feb. 23, 4 to 8 p.m., the public is invited to the BBQ and Brews kickoff for 
Freezin’ for a Reason, which will be held at Cape Charles Brewing Company. The BBQ and 
Brews costs $50 per person and $21 for attendees under 21. There will be craft brews, 
wine, barbecue, clam chowder, and live music. The special guest is the Phun Doctors. 
n On Saturday. Feb. 24, from10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Eastern Shore Community College will 
hold its Indoor Winter Art Walk in the college’s main academic building, 29316 Lankford 
Highway, Melfa. Enjoy two floors of local artists and crafters, food, and live music. 

 Be included
The Eastern Shore Post wants your 
listings for live music, fundraisers, 
theatrical performances, banquets,
carnivals, special events, and 
anything else that is just plain fun. 
Send to editor@easternshorepost.com.
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Saturday, March 2
n BINGO: 7 p.m., Eastville Volunteer Fire 
Co. will have its Big Bucks Bingo at the 
Exmore Moose Lodge. Doors open at 5 
p.m. and cards go on sale at 6 p.m.
n MOVIE: 7 p.m., part of the “Oscars in 
Onancock” event at the Roseland Theater, 
sponsored by the Roseland Cinema and 
Entertainment Center. $10 per movie or 
$25 to see all four movies. Showing will be 
“American Fiction.”
n BALLET: 7:30 p.m., Latin Ballet of Vir-
ginia at the Historic Palace Theatre, Cape 
Charles. Admission is $30 for adults and 
$15 for students.

Sunday, March 3
n MOVIE: 1 p.m., part of the “Oscars in 
Onancock” event at the Roseland Theater, 
sponsored by the Roseland Cinema and En-
tertainment Center. $10 per movie or $25 to 
see all four movies. Showing will be “Anat-
omy of a Fall.”
n LIVE MUSIC: 1 to 4 p.m., open mic and 
jam session open to local musicians each 
Sunday at Cape Charles Brewing Compa- 
ny, 2198 Stone Road, Cape Charles. Free 
admission.
n FARMERS MARKET MEETING: 2 
p.m., Chincoteague Island Farmers and Ar-
tisans Market vendor orientation and meet-
ing. New vendors are welcome. RSVP to  
MarketsMGR@gmail.com. Held at 6309 
Church St., Chincoteague.
n LIVE MUSIC: 4 p.m., the Orchestra of 
the Eastern Shore, under the direction of 
Dr. Paul Sanho Kim, will perform “The 
Rise of Classicism,” with Rachel Ordaz, 
flute soloist, at Nandua High School in 
Onley. Admission is free and donations are 
welcome. 
n MOVIE: 4 p.m., part of the “Oscars in 
Onancock” event at the Roseland Theater, 
sponsored by the Roseland Cinema and En-
tertainment Center. $10 per movie or $25 to 
see all four movies. Showing will be “The 
Zone of Interest.”
n MOVIE: 7 p.m., part of the “Oscars in 
Onancock” event at the Roseland Theater, 
sponsored by the Roseland Cinema and En-
tertainment Center. $10 per movie or $25 to 
see all four movies. Showing will be “Past 
Lives.”

Monday, March 4
n BINGO: Doors open at 5 p.m., first game 
at 7 p.m., Onancock Elks Lodge, 22454 
Front St., Accomac. Info: 757-787-7750.

Tuesday, March 5
n BINGO: Doors open 6 p.m., first game 
7:30 p.m., Cheriton Volunteer Fire Co., 
21334 S. Bayside Road, Cheriton.
n LIVE MUSIC: 7 p.m., Young Musicians 
of Virginia at the Historic Palace Theatre, 
Cape Charles. Free admission; $10 dona-
tion welcome.

Wednesday, March 6
n EVENT: 5 to 7 p.m., Wine Wednesday 
at Historic Onancock School, 6 College 
Ave., Onancock. Wine, art, shopping, and 
opening of the Eastern Shore Art League’s 
Spring Show. 
n BINGO: Doors open at 6 p.m., first 
game 7:30 p.m., Painter Volunteer Fire Co., 
17116 Wayside Drive, Painter.

Thursday, March 7
n BENEFIT BINGO: 6 to 8 p.m., bin-
go benefitting the Island Theatre at 
Teaguer’s Pub, 5030 Chicken City Road, 
Chincoteague. 
n INTERNATIONAL MOVIE: 7 p.m., 
“Other People’s Children,” presented by 
the Roseland Cinema and Entertainment 
Center at the Roseland Theatre, Onancock. 
Tickets are $8 for single show and $25 for 
the season. 
n MOVIE: 7 p.m., movie night at Pow-
elton Presbyterian Church, Wachapeague. 

Thursday, March 8
n LIVE MUSIC: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Alex 
Holt and Forest Flynn at the Lemon Tree 
Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape Charles. 
Free admission and cash bar. 

Saturday, March 9
n FUNDRAISER: 1 to 4 p.m., the Billy 
Peacock Memorial Fundraiser, to bene-
fit the Samaritan Shelter of Pocomoke 
City, will be held at Don's Seafood and 
Chicken House. A portion of the food 
and beverage sales will be donated to the 
Samaritan Shelter Help Drive. $10 raf-
fle tickets will be sold to win the grand 
prize drawing for a weekend in Cape 
Charles. Raffle tickets can be purchased 
at the Samaritan Shelter, Eastern Shore 
Lanes, Hickman's Plumbing, Heating 
and AC, and Don's Seafood and Chicken 
House. 
n VOLUNTEER RALLY: 2 p.m., Chin-

coteague Cultural Alliance Volunteer Rally. 
Come learn about all of the exciting ways 
you can volunteer for our summer pro-
grams. Light refreshments served. Held at 
6309 Church St., Chincoteague.

Sunday, March 10
n LIVE MUSIC: 1 to 4 p.m., open mic and 
jam session open to local musicians each 
Sunday at Cape Charles Brewing Compa- 
ny, 2198 Stone Road, Cape Charles. Free 
admission.

Monday, March 11
n BINGO: Doors open at 5 p.m., first game 
at 7 p.m., Onancock Elks Lodge, 22454 
Front St., Accomac. Info: 757-787-7750.

Tuesday, March 12
n VETERANS BREAKFAST: 8:30 to 10 
a.m., there will be a Veterans Café serving 
a free breakfast to all veterans and active 
military at American Legion Post 159, 4023 
Main St., Chincoteague. 
n BINGO: Doors open 6 p.m., first game 
7:30 p.m., Cheriton Volunteer Fire Co., 
21334 S. Bayside Road, Cheriton.

Wednesday, March 13
n BINGO: Doors open at 6 p.m., first 
game 7:30 p.m., Painter Volunteer Fire Co., 
17116 Wayside Drive, Painter.

Friday, March 15
n LIVE MUSIC: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Tide-
water Bluegrass Revival at the Lemon Tree 
Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape Charles. 
Free admission and cash bar. 
n DESIGNER PURSE BINGO: 7 p.m., de-
signer purse bingo at the Great Pocomoke 
Fair, 2037 Broad St., Pocomoke. Admis-
sion is $30 and there will be food, a 50/50 
raffle, and special games. Proceeds bene-
fit the Great Pocomoke Fair. Bring three 
canned goods or nonperishable products, or 
a bag of individually wrapped candy, for a 
free game card. Food benefits the Samari-
tan Shelter. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 8 
p.m., The North Street Playhouse presents 
“Holy Mother of Bingo,” an interactive 
evening of murder mystery, including five 
rounds of bingo and prize baskets, 34 Mar-
ket St., Onancock.

Saturday, March 16
n OYSTER ROAST: 4 to 8 p.m., Oysters 
for Education at The Shanty, Cape Charles. 
The oyster roast and barbecue supports the 
Northampton County Education Founda-

tion. Admission includes dinner, drinks, 
dessert, music by Clara and Company, and 
access to the silent auction. Tickets are 
$100 per person. For tickets or more infor-
mation, visit www.ncedufoundation.com
n OYSTER ROAST: 4 TO 8 p.m., Shore 
Little League will hold its eighth annual 
benefit oyster roast at the Exmore Town 
Park. There will be music, a cash bar, a 
silent auction, a raffle, clams and oys-
ters, barbecue, and chowder. Tickets are 
$50 in advance and can be purchased at 
Western Auto in Exmore, the Exmore 
Diner, Northampton Lumber in Nassaw-
adox, Rayfield’s Pharmacy in Nassawa-
dox. and Oceans East in Capeville. Call 
757-414-1433.
n PARADE: 3 p.m., “O’Nancock” St. 
Patrick’s Parade, with dining, music, and 
shopping all over town. The classic car and 
tractor exhibition will begin at noon. St. 
Patrick, his color guard, a pipe and drum 
corps, floats, and more are part of the pa-
cade. The volunteers of the Onancock Busi-
ness and Civic Association will support this 
event. Visit visit www.Onancock.org
n FUNDRAISER: 5:30 p.m., Raising the 
Green for the Heritage Center of the East-
ern Shore Regional Library. $100 tickets 
include dinner, drinks, entertainment, and 
live and silent auctions. Tickets are avail-
able at The Book Bin, Rayfield’s Pharmacy 
locations, and libraries in Nassawadox and 
Parksley. 
n LIVE MUSIC: 7 p.m., Chincoteague 
Cultural Alliance Saint Patrick’s Day Cab-
aret. A night of Irish-themed music and 
spoken word performances. $5 suggested 
donation. Cash bar. Held at 6309 Church 
St., Chincoteague.
n LIVE MUSIC: 7 p.m., the Country Gen-
tleman Tribute Band will perform at the 
Historic Cokesbury Church and Cultural 
Center, 13 Market St., Onancock. Dona-
tions are welcomed. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 8 
p.m., The North Street Playhouse pres-
ents “Holy Mother of Bingo,” an interac-
tive evening of murder mystery, including 
five rounds of bingo and prize baskets, 34 
Market St., Onancock. Onancock. $15 ad-
mission includes bingo cards. Purchase at 
http://northstreetplayhouse.org/tickets

Sunday, March 17
n LIVE MUSIC: 1 to 4 p.m., open mic and 
jam session open to local musicians each 
Sunday at Cape Charles Brewing Compa- 
ny, 2198 Stone Road, Cape Charles. Free 
admission.

Calendar
(Continued from page 14)
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Sharon Patterson
Mrs. Sharon Dareen Smith Patterson, 

86, of Onancock, passed away in the ear-
ly morning hours on Thursday, Feb. 15, 
2024, leaving a family in a state of bitter-
sweet surrender — grateful for having 
been loved and cared for by the greatest 
woman they have ever known and haunt-
ed by the devastating loss of such a saint. 

Sharon, the daughter of the late 
John Henry Smith and Charlotte Isa-
bell Smith, was born in Newark, N.J., 
on Christmas Day 1937, which may 
be part of the reason that some of her 
grandkids took to calling her “The 
Holy Grail.”

Growing up in Newark, Bay Head, 
and Orange, N.J., in the 1940s and 
1950s, Sharon learned to be re-

sourceful, ar-
tistic, and curi-
ous. She loved 
to travel and 
found solace 
in nature. She 
and her hus-
band, William 
Max Patterson 
Sr., traveled all 
over the world 
when he was in 
the military. 
Sharon lived in 
Koashung, Tai-
wan (where she 
found the most 
exquisite fab-
rics), Germany, 
Nebraska, Iowa, 

El Paso, Texas, 
and eventually retired on the East-
ern Shore of Virginia. 

Sharon loved watching the sunsets 
and listening to the birds sing. She 
loved animals so much that she became 
a breeder, raising Kerry blue terriers, 
Siamese cats, and Irish setters. Any-
thing having to do with the Emerald 
Isle piqued her interest.

As the matriarch of the family, she 
took on the duty of becoming the fami-
ly historian, discovering generation af-

ter generation of her family tree. Over 
the years, Sharon wore many hats, but 
no hat was worn more proudly than the 
hat which read “MOM.” Sharon loved 
being a mom. In fact, Sharon loved it 
so much that she was often known to 
take in “strays” and took care of them 
as if they were her own.

She was never judgmental; she ac-
cepted people’s differences and was al-
ways willing to lend a hand. She found 
a way to care for everyone under her 
roof. She gave the best advice, told 
the best stories, and made sure to cro-
chet a blanket for anyone who needed 
warmth and comfort. When someone 
was down, all Sharon had to do was 
play a song from one of her favorite 
bands, The Irish Rovers. She was an 
engaged listener, friend, and confi-
dante, or as one relative put it, “My 
grandma is better than yours.”

Sharon is survived by her children, 
William Max Patterson Jr. (Beverly), 
Theresia L. Corea (Michael A.), Mi-
chael Sean Patterson, and Pamela Sue 
Patterson; grandchildren, Amy, Mick-
ey, Jeremy, Jessica Rose, Jonathan, 
Jacob, and William M.; great-grand-
children, Sofia, Aubrey, Axle, Alcide, 
Christopher, Allison, Alexander Evan, 
Heaven-Leigh, Tiffany, Michael, 
Bryson, Harper, Dylan, Aidan-James, 
and Elijah; great-niece, Lexi; cousin, 
David; best friend, Barbara Hurley; 
several nieces and nephews; and many 
dear friends and relatives.

Sharon was predeceased by her 
parents, John and Charlotte Smith; 
husband, William Max Patterson Sr.; 
daughter and son-in-law, Patricia A. 
Patterson and Ralph Lambert; grand-
daughter, Katie-Rose Corea; brother 
and sister-in-law, Darrell F. and Nancy 
Smith; dear friend, Bud Hurley; and 
niece, Kelli Grasso.

Memorial services will be held at a 
later date.

Memory tributes may be shared 
with the family at
www.williamsfuneralhomes.com

Arrangements are by the Wil-
liams-Onancock Funeral Home.

William Konkel
The Rev. William Arthur “Bill” 

Konkel, of Laurel, Del., became a per-
manent citizen of heaven after his la-
bor on Earth was complete. His heav-
enly reward was received on Feb. 6, 
2024, at the age of 80. Born in Flan-

ders, N.Y., on 
Sept. 22, 1943, 
he was the son 
of the late Ellis 
Wilford Konkel 
and the late Dor-
othy Mae Rogers 
Konkel. 

He is survived 
by his wife, Deb-
orah Konkel, of 

Laurel; children, Rosemary Stevens 
(Gregory), of Summerville, S.C., John 
Konkel (Laurie), of Exmore, Johanna 
Demir (Mehmet), of Laurel, and Ei-
leen Gambacini (the late Edward), of 
Midlothian; 11 grandchildren and one 
great-grandson, Liam James Konkel; 
siblings, James Konkel, of Riverhead, 
N.Y., Judith McGowan, of Flanders, 
and Ellis Konkel, of Eastport, N.Y.; 
and by extended family and church 
friends.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Ellis and Dorothy Mae Konkel, 
and two brothers, Robert Bruce Kon-
kel and Gary Wayne Konkel.

Bill was a hardworking family man 
who loved sharing his faith in Christ. 
He worked for VDOT as a mechanic, 
yet his true calling was serving the 
Lord and others. Bill earned his asso-
ciate degree in ministry at age 53, and 
he became an ordained minister who 
brought the gospel message to those 
incarcerated during 16 years of local 
jail ministry. 

After retiring from VDOT, he be-
came the pastor of Rock Church in 
Laurel, serving there for 10 years. 
His involvement in his communi-
ty was greatly appreciated and he 
was loved by many. Bill led several 
mission trips to Bolivia, Canada, 
France, Germany, Haiti, Romania, 

and Russia.
Bill loved the outdoors, especial-

ly fishing and hunting. He also en-
joyed going to yard sales and restor-
ing square body Chevy trucks. But 
his favorite pastimes were spending 
time with his family and talking with 
others about the Lord. Known for his 
boldness, Bill would pray for anyone, 
anywhere, and at any time.

The greatest testimony a man can 
have is not given by him, but by those 
who knew him best. His legacy in the 
Lord continues through his wife, Deb-
orah, who said, “Church just won’t be 
the same without my husband beside 
me.”

His daughter Rosemary said, 
“‘Konkel’ means ‘bold warrior.’ My fa-
ther was definitely a bold warrior for 
the Lord and the best Dad ever!”

His son John said, “Dad loved God 
and he loved his family with a sincere 
and a pure heart.”

Daughter Johanna said, “Dad loved 
spending time with his family and tell-
ing stories about his relationship with 
Jesus.”

Daughter Eileen said, “From ‘The 
Amazing Race’ to ‘Where the Red 
Fern Grows,’ the recollections of 
my dad’s ceaseless love, steadfast 
guidance, enduring support, and 
unbending loyalty are all now in-
valuable memories that I will hold 
forever in my heart.”

A memorial service will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024, at 2 p.m., 
at the Rock Church in Onley with 
the Rev. John Konkel officiating. 
A reception will follow immediately 
afterward.

“I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and 
you and your descendants after you 
for the generations to come, to be your 
God and the God of your descendants 
after you.” (Genesis 17:7 NIV)

Memory tributes may be shared 
with the family at
www.williamsfuneralhomes.com

Arrangements are by the Wil-
liams-Onancock Funeral Home. 
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 Robert Reynolds
Mr. Robert James “Bob” Reynolds, 

68, of Bloxom, passed away on Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, 2024, in Baltimore. Bob made 
his way into the world on Feb. 23, 1955, 
in Washington, D.C. He was the son of 
Audrey Mae Reynolds and the late Jim-
my Edward Reynolds. 

Bob graduated from DuVal High 
School and joined the U.S. Navy. 

He served his 
country for five 
years as a ma-
chinist mate 
and earned the 
Navy Expedi-
tion Medal and 
the Sea Service 
Ribbon.

It was after 
his time in the 

Navy that he met the love of his life, 
the young Virginia Louise “Ginny” 
Hannah. Ginny and Bob went to the 
same church, and she sang in the 
choir. He joined the choir, and as 
Ginny would find out years later, he 
only joined so that he could be closer 
to her. Whatever his plan may have 
been, it certainly seemed to work. 
Ginny Hannah became Ginny Reyn-
olds on June 30, 1984, and the two 
enjoyed a lifetime of marriage and 
raising two girls until his passing.

Always curious about how any-
thing worked, he could fix just 
about anything he set his mind to. 
He even built his own computer 
once. He had a long and productive 
career as a real property officer for 
NASA Wallops Flight Facility. He 
had an “engineer brain” and a “dad 
joke” sense of humor. Most morn-
ings for an entire year, his Facebook 
friends were treated to his joke of 
the day.

Bob loved his family and enjoyed 
making the kids cringe with the 
corny jokes, which they secretly 
loved. He was a people person and 
could make friends with a rock. 
Bob loved to laugh and make others 
laugh. Is there any better gift from 
God than to be able to bring a smile 
on another’s face?

He was the textbook definition of 
a servant. He loved the Lord and his 
church (St. Thomas UMC, where he 
was the serving lay leader) and had 
a special place in his heart for Oc-
cohannock on the Bay, of which he 
served on the general board. Always 
willing to be involved with his com-
munity, Bob was a longtime member 
of American Legion Post 100 and 
the Eastern Shore Amateur Radio 
Club.

The family joked that he had a dif-
ferent hobby every week, as he was a 
HAM radio operator, photographer, 
and even king of the grill on his fish-
ing and camping expeditions. For 
many years, he spent his weekends 
DJing local dances and events. He 
made sure to be his girls’ personal 
DJ, often playing Little Feat, Neil 
Diamond, and Queen so the girls 
could dance in the living room. His 
wife, kids, and grandkids made his 
life complete. He doted on all of 
them and they loved him more than 
anything. He will be tremendously 
missed.

He is survived by his loving wife, 
Virginia Louise Reynolds; mother, 
Audrey Mae Reynolds; children, 
Sarah Daley (Doug), of Bruns-
wick, Md., and Ashley Reynolds, of 
Springfield; sister, Bonnie Lewis 
(Jeff), of Douglasville, Ga.; grand-
children, Dean Bixler, Audrey Da-
ley, and Arthur Daley; four nieces; 
two nephews; and several extended 
family and friends.

Bob was predeceased by his fa-
ther, Jimmy Edward Reynolds, and 
brother, Alan Reynolds.

A memorial service to honor the 
life of Bob Reynolds will be held 
Saturday, May 18, at 2 p.m., at St. 
Thomas UMC, with the Rev. Bob 
Talbott officiating.

Memorial contributions in Bob’s 
name may be made to Occohannock 
on the Bay, 9403 Camp Lane, Belle 
Haven, VA 23306, http://www.
ootbay.org/ or St. Thomas United 
Methodist Church, P.O. Box 485, 
Parksley VA 23421.

Memory tributes may be shared 
with the family at
www.williamsfuneralhomes.com

Arrangements are by the Wil-
liams-Parksley Funeral Home.

Joanne Miles
Mrs. Joanne Pruitt Miles, of Po-

comoke City, left this earthly world on 
Sunday, Feb. 18, 2024, having graced 
all with her vivacious spirit for 84 
years, 8 months, and 11 days. 

Born June 7, 1939, in Stockton, 
Md., and raised in Greenbackville, she 
was the daughter of the late James Tull 
Pruitt and the late Anna “Lucille” Pil-
chard Pruitt. As the eldest of five chil-

dren, Joanne’s 
role as “big sis-
ter” came with 
the responsibili-
ty of helping her 
parents with her 
younger siblings. 
She learned ear-
ly on the impor-
tance of holding 
her ground while 

fostering a loving and nurturing envi-
ronment — lessons that came in handy 
with the birth of her first child at the 
age of 15. 

Joanne was determined to do it all. 
She knew being her own boss would 
allow her the flexibility to support her 
family on all fronts, so she put herself 
through cosmetology school. Soon af-
ter she completed the program, Jo-
anne’s Beauty Shop was up and run-
ning, a business she successfully owned 
and operated for decades. Though times 
were not always easy, you’d never wit-
ness Joanne have an ounce of self-pity 
or helplessness, only fortitude, perse-
verance, and a beautiful stubbornness. 

She was fiercely protective of her fami-
ly, to all of whom she gave her endless love 
 — not the mushy kind — rather a stern, 
witty love. You never had to second guess 
how much you meant to her, but you knew 
her word was the final word whether you 
liked it or not. When in doubt of how she 
might react, it was best to be prepared 
with at least one of her favorites, Pepsi 
and Tastykakes, to soften the blow.  

Infamous for her one-liners, Jo-
anne’s comedic sarcasm was unrivaled. 
Some family favorites include: “If I tell 
you that chicken will pull a car, hook 
‘em up,” “I spise it to my sight,” “Run 
mad and bite myself,” “He’s my horse if 
he’s never won a race.” 

She could never resist a scratch-off or 
a day at the slots, though she vowed never 
to return many times. … We all know how 

that went (Exhibit A: obituary picture). 
The holidays were especially joyous for 

Joanne, as she knew she’d be surround-
ed by everyone she loved. Her home was 
open to any and all on Christmas Eve, and 
she was never without a gift for each per-
son who walked through the door. 

Joanne shared all she had and every-
thing she was with those she loved. She 
shared what matters — what can’t be 
bought or sold or lost or destroyed — 
loyalty, sincerity, integrity, and humor. 

In addition to her parents, Joanne 
was predeceased by her husband of 44 
years, Kenneth Wayne Miles; daughter, 
Cheryl Troast; and brothers, James E. 
“Jim” Pruitt and wife, Jean, and Hal 
Craig “Inky” Pruitt. 

She is survived by her children, Rick 
Matthews and his wife, Laura Kerbin, 
of Onancock, Donnie Matthews and his 
wife, Lynn, of Chincoteague Island,  
Lisa Duncan, of Pocomoke City,  Kent 
Miles and his wife, Betsy, of Texas, and 
Kurt Miles of Pocomoke City; brother, 
Bert Pruitt and his wife, Vivian, of Gir-
dletree, Md.; sister, Lucien Pruitt, of 
Greenbackville; grandchildren, Kelsey 
Crossley (Kyle), Haley Matthews (Mel-
anie), Harper Matthews, Aaron Mat-
thews (Rhonda), Benjamin Troast 
(Kim), Tyler and Conner Duncan, Sar-
ah Blevins (Randy), and Mary Miles 
(Matt); great-grandchildren, Todd, Lil-
lie, Aaden, and Luke; and several nieces 
and nephews and their families. 

Joanne was especially grateful for 
her caregivers, Kimmy and Donald 
Bevers, Miss Addie Revel, Coastal Hos-
pice, and her nurse aide, Amy. Most im-
portantly, she was blessed to have the 
unwavering companionship and care of 
her lifelong best friend and sister, Luc-
ien, and her loving daughter, Lisa.

Family and friends are invited to a 
service in celebration of Joanne’s life at 
the Atlantic Fire & Rescue Company on 
Saturday, March 2, 2024, at 2 p.m.  

Contributions in Joanne’s memo-
ry may be made to the Eastern Shore 
SPCA, P.O. Box 164, Onley, VA 23418, 
or if you’re feeling lucky, buy a scratch- 
off and donate the winnings to your fa-
vorite charity. 

Memory tributes may be shared with 
the family at
www.williamsfuneralhomes.com 

Arrangements are by the Wil-
liams-Parksley Funeral Home. 
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Howard Gill Jr.
Mr. Howard E. Gill Jr. died peaceful-

ly on Feb. 13, 2024. Born in Richmond 
on Sept. 5, 1933, he was the first child 
of the late Francis and Howard Gill. 

He is survived by his sons, Dr. How-
ard “Mo” Elmo Gill III (Amelia), John 
Ashburn Gill (Susan), and Patrick Mc-

Guire Gill (Clay); 
16 grandchil-
dren and four 
great-grandchil-
dren. He is also 
survived by his 
niece, Julie Mes-
sick, and two 
nephews, Jay 
Todd and Gill 
Todd.

He was predeceased by his first 
wife, Ann Wagner Gill, his second 
wife, Hazel Hanlon Gill, and his sis-
ter, Ann Gill Todd.

Howard grew up in Richmond. Af-
ter graduating from Thomas Jefferson 
High School, he attended the Univer-
sity of Virginia and earned his bach-
elor’s degree in religious studies in 
1956. Howard was elected to serve as 
the president of the student body and 
chairman of the Honor Committee his 
senior year. He was a member of Phi 
Kappa Sigma fraternity.

After graduating, Howard joined 
the U.S. Navy. He was deployed on the 
aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roos-

evelt and retired as lieutenant colonel 
in the U.S. Navy Reserves.

Upon completing his military ser-
vice, Howard joined Thomas Ruther-
ford Insurance. He spent his career in 
the commercial insurance industry un-
til he retired from HRH Insurance in 
1998. Howard specialized in providing 
coverage for construction companies 
and was active in many professional or-
ganizations including Associated Gen-
eral Contractors of Virginia, Builders 
and Contractors Exchange, Tidewater 
Utility Construction, and Hampton 
Roads Utility and Heavy Contractors 
Association. His clients always respect-
ed him for his honesty and integrity.

Howard was also dedicated to his 
community. He was a former chairman 
of the Norfolk YMCA. He was a mem-
ber of the board of the Barrier Islands 
Center and the Princess Anne Country 
Club. Howard was a devoted member 
of First Presbyterian Church of Vir-
ginia Beach for 61 years and served as 
a church officer for 19 years. He loved 
the outdoors, especially the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia, where he was a mem-
ber of the Cedar Island Hunt Club.

A memorial service will be held on 
Saturday, March 2, 2024, at 11 a.m., 
in First Presbyterian Church, 300 36th 
Street, Virginia Beach, VA 23451.

In lieu of flowers, the family sug-
gests contributions to First Presby-
terian Church of Virginia Beach, the 
Barrier Islands Center, or the YMCA of 
South Hampton Roads. 

Online condolences can be sent to the 
family at hdoliver.com

Obituaries
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Important people read it. 

Cheaper than 
a gallon of this.

You can get the Eastern Shore Post mailed 
to you. An annual subscription costs $160. 
That’s about $3.07 per week — less than 

the price of one gallon of gasoline. 
And while one gallon of gas in your 

pickup truck lasts 20 miles, 
the Eastern Shore Post lasts all week. 

Of course, it will take several days 
to get to your mailbox. 

But you won’t miss an issue. 
To subscribe, call 757-789-7678

or visit our website at 
https://easternshorepost.com/subscriptions/

Safety and marksmanship training 
in Oak Hall March 23 and 30

The Civilian Marksmanship Program is a Congressionally-chartered corpo-
ration with the mission of promoting safety and marksmanship for American 
youth. NOAAWIVA Sportsmen Inc., a CMP-affiliated club, will provide training 
in competitive rifle on two Saturdays in March 2024.

The range entrance is located approximately 300 yards east of the intersec-
tion of Route 13 and Chincoteague Road. The training will commence at 10 a.m.  
on March 23 and March 30. Training will be complete around 2 p.m.

The training is free for juniors ages 13-17. Cost for adults 18 and over is $25. Ev-
eryone is welcome. Participants should wear long pants and long sleeves, a billed cap, 
and glasses if they need them to read. No personal firearms are allowed. Eye and ear 
protection, drinks, and snacks will be provided. Training will be held rain or shine.

Contact Brett at 757-710-0294 or Dave at 757-442-3013 with any questions.  
The Facebook page, “NOAAWIVA Junior Rifle Team,” has timely updates and 
useful information.
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Speakers assailed the Accomack 
County School Board for considering 
proposals to remove Superintendent 
Rhonda Hall’s seat at the head table 
during meetings, with some saying the 
idea smacked of discrimination and 
most saying more important issues 
need addressing.

“So what’s going to be next?” 
asked James Fedderman, an Acco-
mack resident and president of the 
Virginia Education Association, a 
statewide education union, during 
a Tuesday, Feb. 20, school board 
meeting at Metompkin Elementary 
School.

“Are the Black teachers going to 
have to come in the back door again? 
Are the White children going to get to 
go to lunch first?” 

The Rev. Willie 
Justis said the idea 
of making Hall, 
the first woman 
and first African 
American to serve 
as Accomack’s su-
perintendent, sit 
elsewhere was 
disrespectful.

“As a person of 
color, it seems kind 
of discriminating,” 

he said. “The board is putting Black 
history in reverse.”

With a new chair and three new 
members, the school board considered 
a list of proposed changes to its meet-
ing format, including the start time 
and agenda arrangement.

Also under consideration was 
where Hall, the only non-school board 
member at the front table, should sit.

School board members struggled 
with the issue at a Feb. 6 meeting, but 
a motion for Hall to sit at the end of 
the dais failed. 

Other considerations were for Hall 
to sit at a separate table during meet-
ings and for her to sit in the audience 
with fellow school system staff. 

At Tuesday’s meeting, nine speak-
ers expressed their desire for Hall to 
sit where her immediate predecessors 
as superintendent sat — at the front 
table, next to the school board chair.

Asia Tankard, speaking on behalf 
of the Rev. David Sabatino, Acco-
mack’s NAACP president, and the 
group’s committee on education, said 
Hall represented “an elite yet under-
represented group” as a Black woman 
superintendent.

“We love you, we support you, and 
we are praying for you,” Tankard told 
Hall.

Speakers said other school matters 
need attention, including staff pay, 
teacher recruitment, cell phones in 
schools, a shortage of bus drivers, and 
healthy breakfasts. 

Former school board candidate Al-
ex Vargas said having the superin-
tendent seat separate from the board 
clarifies roles. 

“With separate seating, we are re-
minded of the roles within the broad-
er picture of our school system,” he 
said.

“We all have a role to play and cre-
ating distinctions between those roles 
should in no way be construed as de-
monization, allegation, or personal 
insult.”

n School board member Stefanie 
Jackson is a staff writer for the East-
ern Shore Post. She has no input in the 
Post’s coverage of Accomack County 
Public Schools.

Speakers advocate for Hall keeping her seat
ACCOMACK

Rhonda
Hall

MEET OUR NEW PROVIDER

DEBRA MURRAY

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

at Eastville Community

Health Center

It is my goal to have every child and family reach their full

healthy potential. I enjoy partnering with parents and

families to review the most current health information.

Call to Make an Appointment
(757) 331-1086

Executive Director
Part-Time Employment

The Eastern Shore of Virginia Community Foundation is recruiting an experienced 
individual to serve as the part-time Executive Director. This position manages and 

administers all daily operations, functionality, and oversight of the foundation. 
Minimum qualifications include a bachelor’s or higher degree with significant 

leadership experience at an executive level preferred. Applicants must be proficient 
in QuickBooks Online, Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Access as well as Adobe 

Acrobat, email and internet browsers.

Interested individuals are requested to visit the ESVCF website 
and apply online at www.esvcf.com. A complete job description 
and recruitment profile are also available on our website.
The Eastern Shore of Virginia is an equal opportunity employer.

The Eastern Shore of Virginia Community Foundation enriches lives on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia by helping individuals, families and organizations 

fulfill their charitable goals while supporting non-profit organizations through 
grants to ensure our beloved community thrives.
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NOTICE
2024 Accomack County Dog Licenses are due and payable to 
the Treasurer’s Office. All dogs at least 4 months of age must 
be licensed. Any person with dogs not licensed will be fined.

APPLICATION FOR DOG LICENSE
Owner’s Name                                                                                   

Address                                                                                            

                                                                                                           

Telephone No.                                                                                   

Name of Dog                                                                                    

Breed                                                                                                

Color(s)                                                                                             

Circle one:    Male    Female    Neutered

Please mail this application and check payable to
“Treasurer of Accomack County” to:

James A. Lilliston, Treasurer
P.O. Box 296, Accomac, VA 23301

Fees are as follows:
Male/Female - $10.00 each
Unsexed Dog - $5.00 each
Kennel for up to and including 20 dogs - $25.00
Kennel for 21 or more dogs - $40.00
Kennel licenses may be issued only if the dogs are kept for 
breeding or hunting.

COPY OF RABIES CERTIFICATE MUST ACCOMPANY
THIS APPLICATION.

Immediate Job Openings
Apply directly online for the following positions:

• Core Content Teachers
• Elementary Teacher
• Instructional Assistants
• Groundskeepers
• Building Custodians
• Bus Drivers
• Cafeteria Workers
• Substitute Teachers

To apply, view job descriptions and review other vacancies. 
Apply directly at:

www.accomack.k12.va.us – Job Vacancies

“We are an equal opportunity employer.”

APPLY
ONLINE

Three students from Northampton 
High School and three students from 
Broadwater Academy were selected 
to participate in the Virginia Cho-
ral Directors Association  District 2, 
All-District Choral Event at Green 
Run High School in Virginia Beach on 
Feb. 8 to 10. 

The district is made up of public and 
private schools from Virginia Beach, 

Norfolk, and the Eastern Shore.  
Over 800 students auditioned to at-

tend the event and only a third were 
selected.   

Students must audition by sing-
ing a prepared selection and a blind 
sight-reading song to earn placement 
into a select choir. 

The choir students of Northampton 
High School and Broadwater Academy 

represent musical excellence and com-
pete against much larger school sys-
tems in the district.  

These six students rehearsed chal-
lenging music, sang with a large 
group, and worked with a renowned 
choral conductor at an advanced level 
over the span of three days.  

On the final day, the choirs per-
formed a culminating concert.  The 
district has three All-District Choirs 
— a middle school mixed choir, a tre-
ble choir, and a mixed choir.  

Those attending the middle 
school mixed choir were Emma Wil-
lis (Northampton) and Tommy Ertle 
(Broadwater).  

Treble choir attendees were Jea-
nette Pike (Northampton), Autumn 
Buckley (Northampton) and Elise Ad-
ler (Broadwater).  

Emma Philpot (Broadwater) at-
tended the mixed choir.  

Natasha Smoot, director for Broad-

water, also helped with the event. 
During the All-District Chorus 

event, there is a time in which the at-
tendees can try out for All-State Cho-
rus.  

Philpot was selected to attend the 
All-State Chorus, which will take 
place in Richmond this April. She will 
represent District 2.  

This is her second year representing 
District 2 at All-States.   

She will be performing with an elite 
group of students from all over Vir-
ginia.  

She also was selected and partici-
pated in Honors Choir this fall.  The 
Honors Choir is for Virginia high 
school seniors and is an audition-only 
choir.  

This choir is made up of 100 sing-
ers representing the top students in 
the state. Philpot plans to continue 
to study music and musical theater in 
college next year.  

Students from Northampton, Broadwater, in district chorus
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MELFA VOLUNTEER 
FIRE & RESCUE 

FUNDRAISER

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
Vegetable Beef Soup Dinner
Friday, February 23rd

11am - 6pm (or all out) 
Homemade Vegetable Beef Soup, 
Grilled Cheese & Drink  $12
Soup Sold Separately (Pre-Order Suggested):
Pint- $10  Quart - $15
For more information or to pre-order
please call (757) 710-8031 or (757) 710-7583
Delivery may be possible for pre-orders (call for availability)

99 3

WOWThatsCountry.com

Ten in a Row Retro Country

City’s Boys and Girls Clubs unit may expand
POCOMOKE CITY

BY JANET BERNOSKY
Eastern Shore Post

The Pocomoke City unit of the Boys and Girls 
Clubs program needs room to expand.

Mark Piccirilli, a partner with Boys and Girls 
Clubs, also cited the need for its own location when 
schools are closed. The unit meets at Pocomoke 
High School.

At a presentation to the mayor and city council 
on Tuesday, Feb. 20, Piccirilli and Anna Hanzche, 
the organization’s regional senior director, laid out 
plans to assist Pocomoke City officials with grant 
funding totaling just over $1 million for the con-
struction of a multipurpose community and recre-
ation center.

A decades-long lease would be provided to the 
Pocomoke City unit. 

After the meeting, Piccirilli said the type of 
building planned could be used by senior citizens or 
other groups when not in use by the Boys and Girls 
Clubs unit. 

Started locally in early 2022 with students from 

the high and middle schools, the program has ex-
panded to include elementary school children. 

Now serving approximately 75 students, pro-
grams are provided after school and in the early 
evening. Field trips and summer camps also are 
provided.

“These programs are successful, evidence-based, 
tried and true.  They can make a huge difference in 
a community,” Piccirilli said.

Mayor Todd J. Nock asked for some time to re-
view the proposal with the city council.

In other news:
n Council approved a request by City Manager 

John Barkley to purchase a new vehicle for the De-
partment of Utilities to replace one that is beyond 
repair.

Both he and Nock expressed the need to update 
the vehicular fleet across all departments (police, 
code enforcement, and others) over the next few 
years.

n Barkley also reported The CRICKET Center 
will soon open on Market Street. Standing for Child 
Resource Intervention Center Kids Empowerment 

Team, it provides crisis intervention, trauma-based 
therapy, and a safe space to children who are vic-
tims of crimes.

n Council approved a resolution to accept 
$10,000 in grant funds from the Maryland Housing 
and Rehabilitation Program to create murals on 
certain downtown buildings.

n Police Chief Arthur Hancock invited the public 
to a public safety forum at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Feb. 28, at the Community Center, 1410 Market 
St.  Topics for discussion include body cameras, K-9 
police, traffic stops, and community policing.

n Nock urged residents interested in a Communi-
ty Watch to contact Chief Hancock.

n C. L. Marshall, a District 5 council candidate, 
expressed concern over the potential loss of local 
jobs with proposed state legislation that would 
result in an 11% excise tax on products made at the 
local Benelli plant, which produces firearms.

n Due to possible impending changes in Mary-
land cannabis zoning legislation, Nock and the 
council tabled the work session concerning such 
zoning in Pocomoke City.



FOR TRUSTING US IN 2023 AND WE’RE 
LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT 2024
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2023 COLDWELL BANKER
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

INTERNATIONAL
PRESIDENT’S ELITE

Top 2% of all sales 
associates/representatives 

internationally qualify

INTERNATIONAL
PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

Top 5% of all sales 
associates/representatives 

internationally qualify

INTERNATIONAL
DIAMOND SOCIETY

Top 10% of all sales 
associates/representatives 

internationally qualify

INTERNATIONAL
STERLING SOCIETY

Top 15% of all sales 
associates/representatives 

internationally qualify

CHINCOTEAGUE
757-336-1999

6455 Maddox Blvd. 
Suite 2

Chincoteague, VA  
23336

ACCOMAC
757-787-1305
757-787-1999

22639 Center Pkwy
Accomac, VA  23301

CAPE CHARLES
757-331-3255

205 Mason Ave.
Cape Charles, VA  

23301

OVERALL TOP PRODUCER

Shawn Jennings
Chincoteague
Multi-Million

International President’s Elite

TOP PRODUCERS

Dave Griffith
Cape Charles
Multi-Million

International President’s Circle

Maggie Stodghill
Accomac

Multi-Million
International Diamond Society

Anita Merritt
Chincoteague
Multi-Million

TOP TEAM

The Morgan Group
Accomac

Multi-Million
International Team Sterling Society

MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCERS MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCERS

Koerner Group
Accomac

Stella Rohde
Accomac

Kethy Weiner
Cape Charles

Michelle Evans
Accomac

Jeff Klingel
Cape Charles

Dave Mitchell
Accomac

Mark Williams
Accomac

International Sterling Society

Jean DiDaniele
Accomac

Gladys Baczek
Chincoteague

Brittany Bundick
Accomac

International Diamond Society

John Kluis
Accomac

Matt Parker
Accomac

Trina Veber
Cape Charles

Barbara Bowden
Chincoteague

Sandy Daisey
Chincoteague

Beverly McCord
Cape Charles

Linda Taylor
Accomac

Wanda Doughty
Accomac

Cathy Kababick
Accomac

Rookie of the Year

Andrea Zember
Accomac

International Diamond Society

Tammy Hill
Accomac

International Diamond Society

Sarah Rivas
Cape Charles

International Sterling Society

Sherry Williamson
Accomac

International Diamond Society

Leslie Parker
Accomac

  ROOKIE OF THE YEAR
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BY STEFANIE JACKSON
Eastern Shore Post

Jane Cabarrus, the first and only 
female president of the Northampton 
County NAACP, remembers joining 
the organization when she was in high 
school in the 1960s and paying annual 
dues of 50 cents.

That memory is a testament to 
Cabarrus’ longstanding dedication to 
public service, which continues to this 
day.

Cabarrus is the daughter of the late 
Lloyd and Annie Giddens, who real-
ized a dream by opening what became 
known as the Giddens’ Do Drop Inn, 
in Weirwood, in 1967.

The popular restaurant and lounge 
was a welcoming place where peo-
ple from diverse backgrounds came 
together to eat, drink, listen to music, 
dance, and socialize.

Lloyd and Annie Giddens instilled 
a strong work ethic in their daughter. 
At one point in her life, Cabarrus was 
working three jobs — late nights at 
the Do Drop Inn and early mornings 
at Northampton-Accomack Memori-
al Hospital, as well as a job in home 
health care.

She drew on that work ethic over 
the years as she took on more and 
more community service roles, seem-
ingly never running out of energy or 
enthusiasm.

Cabarrus first became president 
of the Northampton County NAACP 
around the same time that Dawn 
Goldstine became superintendent of 
Northampton County Public Schools.

They worked together to promote 
equality. The Northampton NAACP 
was also influential in the decision to 
close Northampton schools for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day every year.

The NAACP pitched the idea as “a 
day on, not a day off,” and so began 
Community Unity Day, an annual 
event held at Northampton High 
School to honor King’s legacy.

The event included participants 
marching together down Courthouse 

Road in Eastville, and a couple of years 
later, the popular Community Unity 
Day breakfast was added to the pro-
gram and continued for over 30 years.

Cabarrus worked to defend the 
Bayview community in the mid-1990s 
when former Gov. George Allen pro-
posed building a maximum security 

prison in the area, she said.
She remembers visiting Richmond 

and sitting outside the door of the 
governor’s office when his staff re-
fused to allow Cabarrus inside.

Cabarrus also received a national 
NAACP Thalheimer Award for her 
work uncovering what a national 

NAACP representative called “third-
world conditions” in Bayview, where, 
even into the 1990s, residents lacked 
indoor plumbing.

She continued to work on the 
project with Alice Coles and Bayview 
community residents.  

“It was just everybody coming 
together to help develop that area,” 
Cabarrus said.

Cabarrus has participated in many 
other efforts to lift up the Northamp-
ton community.

She supported musician Arthur 
“Big Boy” Crudup, who lived in Nas-
sawadox prior to his death, when he 
sued his record company for unpaid 
songwriting royalties. Elvis Presley 
recorded one of Crudup’s songs. 

She assisted in the effort to make 
the Northampton County School 
Board an elected body instead of an 
appointed one.

She started a scholarship through 
the NAACP, which has awarded more 
than $150,000 to Accomack and 
Northampton students.

Cabarrus also has advocated for 
education, housing, and health mat-
ters on a national level and won many 
awards for her work.

She was often motivated by her love 
for her family members and the diffi-
culties they endured.

Her father, who died of lung cancer 
at age 88, was the reason the Do Drop 
Inn became a smoke-free restaurant 
20 years before it was required by 
state law.

Her daughter, who had asthma and 
became critically ill at 7 months old, 
also inspired her.

“It was snowing. I’ll never forget 
my parents walking to the hospital 
four miles from where we lived to 
Nassawadox,” Cabarrus said.

The doctor told Cabarrus that her 
daughter “may not make it through 
the night.”

The hospital at that time was segre-
gated. “They would put about seven or 
eight babies in a room in a crib ... and 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Jane Cabarrus: ‘Bringing people together’

EASTERN SHORE POST/TED SHOCKLEY
Northampton County NAACP President Jane Cabarrus wears a sweatshirt hon-
oring the Do Drop Inn, her family business, next to a portrait of the Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. 

(Continued on page 25)
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Brush teeth twice per day with fluoride tooth
paste. Use a grain of rice size amount of tooth
paste for children less than 3 years, for older
children use the size of a pea.

See a dentist twice per year. 

Brush teeth as soon as you see the first baby
tooth.

Floss between teeth daily. 

Eat healthy foods and limit sugary drinks.
Don’t give children drinks with sugar,
including milk, while the child sleeps.

Good Oral HealthGood Oral Health
Contributes to Good GradesContributes to Good Grades    

February is National Children's Dental Health Month.
Cavities are the most common long-term disease of
childhood, yet cavities are preventable. Children who
have poor oral health often miss more school and
receive lower grades than children who don't. 

Dr. Kane is the first dentist to
participate in a new NYU Langone

Dental Medicine Postdoctoral
Residency Program housed at
Eastern Shore Rural Health. 

This ad is sponsored by Eastern Shore Rural Health System, Inc.

Plus, care givers need to take care of their own teeth
so cavity-causing bacteria are not as easily
transmitted to children. 

This year’s theme is “Healthy Habits for Healthy
Smiles.” Adopt these healthy habits:

sometimes it was in the hall,” Cabarrus 
said.

“Ever since then, I said my daughter 
will never know that she came up in a 
condition where … we didn’t have,” she 
said.

Her daughter grew up and gradu-
ated from college. Tracy Giddens-Jar-
rett is now the director of organ recov-
ery services for LifeNet Health.

“I always felt like my parents wanted 
me to be somebody. … I owed them a 
lot, so I dedicated my life to the strug-
gles of going to work, working three 
jobs, and still maintaining community, 
and learning all I could, and (meeting) 
people, traveling on the Shore, off the 
Shore,” Cabarrus said.

But making a difference was often 
dangerous work. 

“There were times we couldn’t even 
open our own mail” because of an-
thrax threats to NAACP members and 
civil rights activists, Cabarrus said.

There was even Ku Klux Klan activ-
ity on the Eastern Shore at one time, 
she noted.

Cabarrus persisted by rising above 
the fray. “Instead of fighting the 
system or fighting people,” she ap-
proached social issues from “a differ-
ent angle,” she said.

“You don’t ever see me standing 
on top of the table about anything. I 
go to the people (and say), ‘Let’s talk 
about it. Let’s see what changes we 
can make,’” Cabarrus said.

“I want to do the right thing for 
our Eastern Shore communities, and 
that’s bringing people together,” she 
said.

Her motto is “to help all mankind 
pursue the paths of justice and strive 
for racial equality.”

Jane Cabarrus
(Continued from page 24)

‘I want to do the 
right thing for our 
Eastern Shore com-
munities, and that’s 
bringing people 

Jane Cabarrus, president
Northampton County 

Branch NAACP

ANNIE R. BOSTON SCHOLARS NAMED

SUBMITTED PHOTO
For over 20 years, the Annie R. Boston Scholarship Committee of Gaskins Chap-
el AME Church, under the leadership of the Rev. Justin W. Nick, has provided 
scholarships to students pursuing higher education. Kyli Hewett, of Arcadia 
High School, and Kayana Smith, of Nandua High School were selected to receive 
this year’s scholarship. The candidates were also evaluated on an essay, academic 
achievement, and community involvement. Pictured from left are Nick, Hewett, 
Smith, and Sheila Walker.
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BY STEFANIE JACKSON
Eastern Shore Post

The Rev. Felton Sessoms may be 
best known as the recently retired 
pastor of Cape Charles’ First Baptist 
Church, with 20 years of experience, 
but his community service and activ-
ism started when he was just a teen-
ager.

As a senior in high school, Sessoms 
protested against racial segregation 
by participating in sit-ins at local 
drug stores.

“We did that as students because 
our parents couldn’t participate — 
because they would lose their employ-
ment,” Sessoms explained.

Before that, as a teenager, he saved 
his allowance to help African Amer-
ican voters pay poll taxes, and he 
provided them transportation to the 
polls on Election Day.

Sessoms, who was born and raised 
in Nassawadox, graduated in 1965 
from segregated Northampton County 
High School, in Machipongo.

He commended his “awesome” 
parents, James and Mary Sessoms, 
for setting goals for him and his two 
sisters and encouraging them to learn 
and achieve.

“They treated us … based off who 
we were. They never compared us,” 
Sessoms said.

He majored in biology at Virginia 
State College and then served three 
years in the U.S. military. Sessoms is 
a Vietnam War veteran.

His father, who died in 1980, was 
the one who encouraged him to return 
to the Eastern Shore.

James Sessoms was a successful 
entrepreneur who owned and operated 
a modern, “state-of-the-art” grocery 
store on U.S. Route 13.

He later bought and renovated 
several homes because “he believed 
everybody should have a decent place 
to live,” Felton Sessoms said.

James Sessoms inspired his son, 
who was always “trying to create an 

environment where there was inclu-
sivity, and those who were margin-
alized had a voice. I found the most 
expedient way to do this was through 
politics,” Felton Sessoms said.

He was on the Nasswadox Town 
Council for 14 years, starting in the 
mid-1970s through the early 1980s.

Sessoms is most proud of the work 

the town council did on the Sawmill 
housing project, which replaced sub-
standard housing in town with modest 
homes that had indoor plumbing and 
electricity.

He later was the mayor of Nassawa-
dox, from about 1995 to 1999, before 
becoming a Northampton County 
supervisor and serving a four-year 

term.
Sessoms’ only regret during his 

time as a Northampton supervisor 
was that the board missed an oppor-
tunity to collaborate with a German 
company that would have introduced 
wind turbines to the county and pro-
vided free electricity to Cape Charles.

He was involved in a nearly 30-year 
career as an environmental health spe-
cialist for the local health department 
when he was called to the ministry 
around 2000.

Sessoms, who was attending Bethel 
Baptist Church, in Franktown, was 
preparing for Sunday school one day 
when he heard a voice speak to him:  

“You will no longer be a fisherman. 
You will be a fisher of men.”

He heard the voice again. The 
message resonated with Sessoms, who 
“loved fishing. … I was more in the 
bay, fishing, than I was in church,” he 
said.

He questioned why God would call 
such an imperfect person to the min-
istry.

“I’ve done everything; I’ve got ev-
ery T-shirt you can think of,” Sessoms 
said.

“I know, that’s why I’m calling 
you,” he said God responded.

Sessoms was called to be the pastor 
of First Baptist Church in 2003, and 
soon after, he started working online 
to obtain a master’s degree in divinity 
from Regent University, in Virginia 
Beach. He completed the program in 
2007.

His life experiences served him well 
as a pastor, and he learned he could 
relate to all generations, including 
the younger ones, just by being a good 
listener.

“Oftentimes we relegate them to 
positions of tomorrow, when they 
want to be relative today,” Sessoms 
said of the younger generations.

He grew the youth presence in 
church by starting out small, choos-
ing to mentor a couple of young men 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Felton Sessoms: A fisher of men

EASTERN SHORE POST/JIM RITCH
The Rev. Felton Sessoms sings “The Star-Spangled Banner” at a Cape Charles 
event in 2021. Sessoms is a retired pastor and elected official. 

(Continued on page 27)
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Eastern Shore of Virginia 
Broadband Authority

High-Speed Internet to 3,536 new homes; 
8,000 homes covered on the Shore; 

and over 800 miles of roads built

Ready to enjoy high-speed 
and reliable connectivity?

757-414-0304
Sales@esvba.com

Call, and we will connect you.

Assistance programs available, don’t be left behind!

Check us at: Esvba.com
Colonial Square 13C

Belle Haven (757)442-3277

who were “progressive and … well-
liked, well-respected among their 
peers.”

The church held a few social events 
for the youth, and the program grew 
from there and later added opportu-
nities for young women.

Sessoms invited young men to 
church and permitted them to 
sing in the choir, even though 
there was some objection because 
the youth weren’t members of the 
church.

“The Bible says nothing about 
membership. It says … we are to 
make disciples of persons,” Sessoms 
said.

“That’s where the church gets lost 
today, because we measure effec-
tiveness by the number of persons 
who we have to come to church every 
Sunday or how large our budget is. … 

That doesn’t mean we’re doing what 
God would have us to do,” Sessoms 
said.

Someone donated a drum set to 
the church, which was “embraced” by 
the somewhat conservative congrega-
tion, and the music program grew.

The youth program expanded to 
include a youth choir, dance team, 
and more.

But when the church reopened its 
doors after the COVID-19 pandemic, 
“people didn’t come back, especially 
young people, and they still aren’t 
back,” Sessoms said.

He prayerfully hopes that who-
ever is the next pastor of First 
Baptist Church will prioritize 
getting young people back into the 
ministry.

“It’s time for the church to have a 
new vision,” said Sessoms, who will 
be 77 years old in July.

“The Bible tells us there is a 
season for everything,” he said. “My 
season has come and my season has 
gone.”

Felton Sessoms
(Continued from page 26)

Accomack Kiwanis
scholarships available

The Kiwanis Club of Accomack is 
seeking nominations from the commu-
nity for the 2024 Kiwanis President’s 
Scholarship.  

Two scholarships, one to a graduat-
ing high school senior and one to a re-
turning college student, in the amount 
of $1,000 each, will be awarded to de-
serving Eastern Shore individuals pur-
suing an undergraduate or vocational 
degree program. 

The recipient may use the award to 
offset any costs of higher education, 
such as tuition, books, child care and 
transportation. 

The focus of the scholarships is based 
on one of the key Kiwanis principles, 
“serving children, one child and one 
community at a time.”

The scholarship money is allocated as 
part of the club’s responsibility to serve 
the local community. The funds are 
raised from community activities that 

include the annual craft show held each 
November.

The Kiwanis Club of Accomack seeks 
to reward those who have shown special 
“passion” for community service and 
children.  The club recognizes that this 
community service may have occurred 
under difficult situations related to 
family, employment, school, and other 
circumstances.  The scholarship com-
mittee will consider service, leadership, 
and need. 

Nominations are welcomed from 
anyone in the community.  Nomination 
forms can be obtained at the Book Bin, 
or by emailing tango42@ymail.com.  
The nomination deadline is May 1.

The Kiwanis Club of Accomack is part 
of Kiwanis International, a global ser-
vice organization of volunteers dedicated 
to changing the world one child and one 
community at a time. Club meetings are 
held the first and third Wednesday at 7:45 
a.m. and the fifth Wednesday at 6 p.m. at 
the Sage Restaurant in Onley.  Visitors 
are welcome.  For more information, call 
Connie Campbell at 757-442-4427.



28  |  EastErn shorE Post  |  FEbruary 23, 2024

BY CURTIS BADGER
Special to the Eastern Shore Post

Tom Downing’s mother and father 
were owned by Captain John Downing 
of Chincoteague Island, who had given 
them his surname. 

John Downing got religion and 
became convinced that it was impos-
sible to be a good Methodist and an 
owner of slaves. He not only gave Tom 
Downing’s parents their freedom, 
he also gave them a job building and 
maintaining a meeting house in upper 
Accomack County.

So Tom Downing, who was born in 
1791, grew up a free young man on 
Chincoteague and set about making a 
living the same way most of the other 
free young men did on the island. He 
fished and signed clams and raked 
oysters. 

When he was young his parents 
sent him to a tutor, reportedly the 
same one Henry A. Wise went to a few 
years later. Wise, of course, would 
become the governor of Virginia.

It turns out that Downing was an 
outstanding waterman, coached, per-
haps, by the man who had once owned 
his mother and father. Downing was 
successful at catching seafood, but his 
real interest was in what happened to 
the seafood after it was caught. 

He was especially fond of oysters, 
and when he wasn’t working the oys-
ter rocks of Chincoteague Bay, he was 
in the kitchen perfecting oyster stew.

Downing served in the army during 
the War of 1812, and when the war 
ended, he followed the army to Phila-
delphia, where he met his future wife, 
Rebecca West. 

Soon the couple moved to New York 
and rented an apartment at 33 Pell 
St. Downing bought a small skiff and 
some oyster tongs, and each morn-
ing he would cross the Hudson to the 
oyster rocks in New Jersey, tong for 
oysters, and return with a load to sell 
to his regular customers before dark.

Downing had a reputation for excel-

lent oysters, and his customer base 
grew quickly. 

In 1825 he opened an oyster cellar 
at 5 Broad St. in New York’s financial 
district. Oyster cellars at the time had 
a reputation for being seedy places 
often frequented by prostitutes, but 
Downing’s oyster house was scrupu-
lously clean, nicely decorated, and 

welcoming to couples. It quickly be-
came the place to go among the city’s 
financial and political leaders. 

“Downing’s was a place where oys-
ters were eaten and deals were made,” 
wrote Mark Kurlansky in his 2006 
book “The Big Oyster – History on the 
Half Shell.”

Downing’s Oyster House expanded 

in 1835, adding the two neighboring 
units at numbers 3 and 7 Broad St. 

Downing’s also began a catering 
business, which became very much 
in demand, building upon the popu-
larity of the oyster cellar. When the 
celebrated English novelist Charles 
Dickens visited the city in 1843, 
Downing’s was called.

“The city turned to Downing’s, 
the most celebrated oyster cellar, to 
cater Dickens’s introduction to twen-
ty-five-hundred of New York’s elite,” 
wrote Kurlansky. 

“Downing’s at that time was  the 
caterer of official events. When a 
company opened, a ship was launched, 
a steam-powered vessel crossed the 
Atlantic, the Erie Railroad was ex-
tended north of the city … Downing’s 
catered.”

Downing, who grew up on Chin-
coteague Island raking oysters in 
Chincoteague Bay, had become one of 
New York’s most successful business-
men. 

He died in New York City in 1866 at 
age 75, and The New York Times ran 
an extensive obituary, saying that his 
“eating house at Broad Street became 
known for the excellent viands to be 
procured there.”

One thing the Times obituary did 
not mention was Downing’s link with 
the Underground Railroad.

Clint Smith, in his book “How the 
Word is Passed,” writes that Downing 
used his restaurant to provide cover 
for slaves heading north for freedom 
in Canada. He quotes a tour guide: 

“While he’s upstairs dining and 
schmoozing, underneath his feet, his 
son George is hiding people in their 
cupboards.” 

And this presents an intriguing 
question. Downing had links to the 
Eastern Shore and New York. Harri-
et Tubman had links to the Eastern 
Shore and New York. Could the slaves 
Tubman was sending north possibly 
have been hiding in Downing’s cup-
boards?

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Thomas Downing: NYC oyster king

COURTESY PHOTO
Thomas Downing, born to former slaves from Chincoteague Island, operated a 
popular oyster cellar in New York City. 



early childhood education organi-
zation with locations throughout 
Hampton Roads and, most recently, in 
Onancock. 

He’s also the varsity boys bas-
ketball coach at his alma mater, 
Northampton High School, where 
he established a mandatory tutoring 
program for his players, funded by the 
nonprofit Northampton County Edu-
cation Foundation. He even coached 
his sons, Wayne III (25) and Jawaun 
(22), who have more recently given 
him three grandchildren.

Bell’s community service spreads 
far and wide. He’s in Kappa Alpha 
Psi, a historically African-American 
fraternity known for its good works, 
including providing coats for kids 
and scholarships for students. Bell 
was in on the ground floor of the new 
Northampton County YMCA, is a 
member of the Barrier Islands Center, 
and is a trustee at Bethel AME Church 
in Eastville.

“Wayne is a huge asset to the com-
munity,” said Andre Elliott, senior 
executive director of the Eastern 
Shore Family YMCA. “In addition to 
being one of the go-to leaders for just 
about everything on the Shore, Wayne 
is committed to making our communi-
ty a better place.”

Elliott first met Bell while playing 
youth baseball in Cape Charles in the 
1980s. “Even then, his kindness to 
others and leadership skills shined 
through,” says Elliott.

The Rev. Charles Kellam, pastor 
at New Mt. Zion Baptist Church in 
Painter, also has high praise for Bell.

“He shows gratitude for his up-
bringing in this community by giving 
back,” says Kellam, who also mentors 
students at Northampton High. “He 
is a giver of his time and other re-
sources, and he will help kids in any 
way possible. Wayne leads by example. 
He’s a hard worker, a great parent, 
and a loyal friend.”

Bell’s journey to get to this point 
has taken a few turns along the way. 
He graduated from Virginia State Uni-
versity in 1996 with a degree in politi-
cal science and with an eye toward law 

school. He worked for a while to pay 
off school loans, including a 10-year 
stint as a juvenile probation officer, 
changing his career trajectory.

It was his turn to talk to teens who 
ended up in sheriff’s cars.

“As a juvenile probation officer, I 
had the ability to impact positively a 
lot of lives of children who some peo-
ple would’ve considered to be lost,” 
he says. “I saw that I was making a 
significant difference.”

After that, Bell was among the 
founders of a mental health coun-
seling center called Therapeutic 
Interventions, which they owned and 
developed for about 10 years. After 
selling that company in 2018, he later 
was named interim CEO of Children’s 
Harbor; the “interim” part of that 
title was dropped after a few months.

Bell makes a daily round trip to 
Children’s Harbor’s home office in 
Norfolk — except during basketball 
season, when he’s coaching the Yellow 
Jackets basketball team. 

He jokes that being the CEO gives 

him that kind of “flexibility” but 
adds that the board fully supports 
him in that. (Bell recently conducted 
a board meeting from his car in the 
Arcadia High School parking lot, then 
adjourned the meeting and ran into 
the gym, just in time for the opening 
jump ball.)

Ann Beamer Williams was instru-
mental in convincing Bell to open a 
Children’s Harbor location on the 
Shore. Previously, it only had loca-
tions in Hampton Roads.

“Opening an early learning cen-
ter in Accomack County had been a 
dream of mine for over 25 years,” says 
Williams, founder of Sleep Baby Now, 
which works with parents who strug-
gle getting their youngsters to sleep. 
“I reached out to Wayne because we 
needed more child care in the commu-
nity, and I knew Children’s Harbor 
was a great organization.”

Bell and Williams worked together 
to make it happen, meeting with the 
Accomack County Board of Supervi-
sors multiple times and reaching out to 

then-Gov. Northam, requesting — and 
receiving — $250,000 “seed money” 
from the state to get the project rolling.

“Wayne’s involvement in and com-
mitment to helping young people is 
such an inspiration,” Williams says. 
“He truly believes in giving back to 
the community where he was raised, 
and uses his many connections and 
resources to help to that end.”

“I’ve always had a passion of work-
ing with children,” Bell says, “and 
have long realized and recognized the 
importance of investing back in them.”

Some days, he sees that passion pay 
off in real time — in a child’s smile, 
perhaps, or when a player passes an 
important quiz in school. Other days, 
he sees it years later — as when a for-
mer juvenile delinquent, now a grown 
man, approached him in a mall.

“I recognized him as someone I had 
on probation years ago,” Bell says. 
“He shook my hand and said, ‘I really 
appreciate you being tough on me 
back then. The things you shared with 
me really made an impact.”
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Wayne Bell
(Continued from page 1)
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Wayne Bell is seated at the Children’s Harbor in Onancock. “Wayne leads by example. He’s a hard worker, a great parent, 
and a loyal friend,” said the Rev. Charles Kellam.
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CHINCOTEAGUE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY 99TH ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET

SUBMITTED PHOTO
At its 99th annual awards banquet, the Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Com-
pany recognizes its current officers. Pictured are, back row from left, Ollie 
Reed, rescue captain; Alex Tucker, deputy chief; Baxter Brasure, assistant 
treasurer; Cody Britton, 2nd assistant engineer; Harry Thornton, president; 
Sam Richardson, 2nd assistant chief; and Hunter Leonard, public relations 
officer. Front Row: Andrew Olsen, chief engineer; Bobby Lappin, fire chief; 
Denise Bowden, vice president; Cathy Repsher, secretary;  J.W. Jeffries, assis-
tant secretary. Not pictured is Billy Joe Tarr, treasurer; and Dean Orsino, 1st 
assistant chief engineer.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
At the Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company’s 99th annual awards banquet, 
President Harry Thornton, left, presents a token of recognition to retiring U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service officer Jim Fair.  Fire company officials said Fair played 
a huge role in the fire company’s pony efforts at the Chincoteague National Wild-
life Refuge — from all the roundups to the famous Monday morning beach walk.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The following are recognized for their achievements for 2023, from left, Harry 
Thornton, Officer of the Year; Jasmine Lewis, Junior Firefighter of the Year; Noah 
Jester, Driver of the Year; Jan Budd, Honorary Member of the Year; John Lewis, 
Life Member of the Year, and Alex Tucker, Firefighter of the Year.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Several members of the Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company are recognized at 
their annual awards banquet for having 50 years or more of service to the compa-
ny and the community. Pictured from left are: Ollie Reed, Harry Thornton, George 
Bowden, David Savage, Joe Thornton, and with 49 years of continuous active ser-
vice, J.W. Jeffries.  Not pictured are Joe Boy Reed, Terry Savage, Billy Ray Bun-
ting, Leonard Jester, Ralph Shreaves Jr., Ronnie Lewis, and Bobby Cherrix.



BY MARK MORING
Eastern Shore Post

Nandua High School sophomore 
Dylan Padgett came up just short 
in his quest for a state wrestling 
championship, finishing third in 
the 113-pound division in the Class 
2 tournament last weekend.

Padgett, who finished the season 
with a remarkable 39-1 record, beat 
Wise Central’s Kelan Ventro 2-1 in 
the match for third place. 

Nandua wrestling coach Nathan 
Metzger said Padgett “showed grit 
and determination” en route to this 
third-place finish. “They say wres-
tling is 80% mental and 20% physi-
cal; Dylan displayed both.”

Also in the Class 2 champion-
ships, Arcadia’s Jacob Hall (285 
pounds) and Tre-Shon Johnson 
(144) each won their first-round 
matches but advanced no further. 
Bradley Hall (190) also participated 
but lost his first-round match.

In the Class 1 wrestling champi-
onships, Northampton’s Andrew 
Daggins (144) and Gibson Hubbard 
(215) took third in their divisions, 

and Jerry Sturgis (190) finished 
fifth.

Nandua sent three more wres-
tlers to states — sophomores Ar-
nold Destine (120), Armando Me-
neses-Vazquez (138), and Roque 
Vicente-Gomez (165) — but none 
advanced beyond the first day.

Metzger said that “while the 
team competition was fierce, we 
had the opportunity to learn a 
lot of lessons, both on and off 
the mat.” He said he was “super 
proud” of the team.

Nandua will send 11 female wres-
tlers to the Virginia Girls State Wres-
tling Tournament, to be held Friday, 
Feb. 23, and Saturday, Feb. 24, at 
Garfield High School in Woodbridge.

They are seniors Delaney 
Drummond, Layla Jones, and 
Yaretzy Velasquez-Roblero; ju-
niors Yoselin Saucedo-Escalante, 
Iris Martinez-Chavez, and Dulce 
Perez-Vicente; sophomores Va-
nessa Lopez-Morales, Stephanie 
Cruz-Vargas, and Mariana Mo-
rales-Chan; and freshmen Estre-
ita Vicente-Gomez and Jaelin Ya-
nez-Castaneda.

SPORTS
Eastern Shore Post

Nandua, Northampton wrestlers excel at state tourney
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PHOTO COURTESY NATHAN METZGER
Dylan Padgett, second from left, stands on the podium at the Class 2 State 
Championships.

BY MARK MORING
Eastern Shore Post

Three players tallied double-doubles 
for Northampton on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 
to lead the Yellow Jackets to an 82-48 
victory over Charles City in the quar-
terfinals of the boys 1A regional bas-
ketball tournament.

Ronyell Coston (26 points, 10 re-
bounds), Quay Washington (22 points, 
11 steals), and Damarius Lofton (10 
points, 11 rebounds) led the way for 
Northampton (17-7).

The Jackets traveled to Middle-
sex Thursday, Feb. 22, for a semifi-
nal game that ended after deadline. 
Middlesex (17-4) had advanced with 
a 66-48 win over Chincoteague (5-
11).

In the 2A regional tournament, 
Nandua, seeded sixth, pulled off an 
upset with a thrilling 47-46 win at 
third-seeded Greensville County. 

With 1:34 remaining, Ny’Zir Dix 
hit a 3-pointer to tie the game 45-
45; the shot gave Dix, a senior, his 
1,000th career point. Moments later, 

Nandua forced a turnover and went 
ahead 47-45 on a basket by Juelz 
Scarborough. Greensville County cut 
it to 47-46 on a free throw and then 
had the ball with a chance to take the 
lead, but the Warriors’ defense held 
on.

Dix finished with 17 points, 10 re-
bounds, and 5 assists, and Makai Dorn 
added 10 points and 4 steals. Nazere 
Blake was singled out for his excellent 
defense. The Warriors (13-9) traveled 
to second-seeded Bruton (17-6) for a 
Thursday semifinal.

Also in the 2A regionals, Arcadia 
dropped a 65-62 decision at Amelia. 
Jordan Cropper led Arcadia (12-11) 
with 20 points and eight rebounds.

In girls 1A regional action Monday, 
third-seeded Chincoteague was upset 
43-40 by sixth-seeded Charles City. 
The Lady Ponies finished the year at 
7-7.

Last week, Nandua’s girls lost 
their first-round 2A regional game to 
Lunenburg Central 77-42. The War-
riors, who won the Eastern Shore Dis-
trict title, went 13-7 for the year.

Jackets, Warriors advance in regional hoops tourneys
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PHOTO COURTESY MEGAN AMES
From left, Rufus Abbott (3), Chris Ames (25), Logan Hickman (5), and  Quinn Ames (24)  play defense 
on Wednesday, Feb.14, against Greenbrier Christian. 

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Pictured are Neiley 
Guinan (5) and Leah 
Smith (21) during 
Broadwater’s match-
up with Greenbrier 
Christian on Feb. 14.

PHOTO COURTESY
MEGAN AMES

BY KINSEY RAYFIELD
Special to the Eastern Shore Post

The Broadwater Lady Vikings hosted the Ga-
tors of Greenbrier Christian on Wednesday, Feb. 
14, and defeated the visitors by a score of 50-44, 
avenging their 62-48 loss to Greenbrier from Feb. 
9. 

The Vikings and Gators were back and forth in 
the first quarter, which ended with the teams tied 
12-12. Momentum continued for both teams, with 
the Gators edging out the Vikings 14–13 in the 
second quarter to take a one point lead into half-
time.

Both teams were equally matched up. The lead 
was exchanged multiple times in the third quarter, 
but Greenbrier came out ahead, scoring 12 points 
to Broadwater’s 11. In the fourth quarter, how-
ever, momentum shifted in favor of the Vikings, 
with  high-powered offense coming from junior 
Leah Smith. The Vikings outscored the Gators 
14-6 in the final quarter to capture the 50-44 con-
ference victory. 

Standout players for Broadwater included 
Smith, who had 23 points, 15 rebounds, two as-
sists, and three steals. Kacey Ford contributed 15 
points, five rebounds, and an assist. Kayla Evans 
tallied six points for the Vikings. 

The Broadwater boys basketball team also host-
ed the Gators on Feb. 14 and fell 55-48. 

A back-and-forth first quarter ended with the 
Vikings leading the visitors 11-10. The Gators 
outscored the Vikings 17-15 in the second quarter, 
and each team added 10 points in the third quar-
ter. The Gators led by one heading into the fourth 
quarter. Momentum went in favor of Greenbrier in 
the fourth quarter, as the Gators outscored Broad-
water 18-12 to capture the victory. 

Senior Quinn Ames led the Vikings with 14 
points, 10 rebounds, four blocks, and one steal. 
Olsen Pruitt contributed 10 points, and Rufus Ab-
bott added nine on the night. 

The Lady Vikings basketball team returned to 
the court on Thursday, Feb. 15, and fell to the (12-
2) Chargers of Isle of Wight Academy. 

Smith led the Vikings with 11 points, three re-
bounds, and five blocks. Elana Hickman contrib-
uted nine points, and Tatum Watson added eight. 

The Broadwater boys also returned to the court 
on Feb. 15 for senior night and defeated Isle of 
Wight 49-40. 

Noah Pruitt led Broadwater on the night with 
14 points and 11 rebounds. Grayson Ross also add-
ed 14 points, and Abbott contributed 10. 

Vikings split games with Gators and Chargers



Bentley, Warriors shine in swimming championships

PHOTO COURTESY KJ BENTLEY
Nandua’s boys and girls swim teams had a great showing at states.

HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING
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BY MARK MORING
Eastern Shore Post

Nandua High School’s Grace Bentley 
came oh-so-close to winning a state title 
in the Class 2 swimming championships in 
Richmond last week.

Bentley, a senior, held a slight lead as 
she approached the finish line in the 100 
free, but came up mere inches — and just 
6/100ths of a second — short to Bruton’s 
Alyssa White, who won in 53.56 seconds. 
Bentley also finished second in the 100 
back, behind first-place Evie Grim of Rad-
ford.

In all, Bentley made four trips to the 
awards podium — winning silver in the 
100 free and 100 back, and bronze in two 
relays — to lead the Warriors to a third-
place team finish. Bentley’s sister, Sarah, 
a sophomore, also made four trips to the 
podium, winning bronze in the 100 breast 
and in two relays, and sixth in the 50 free.

Meanwhile, Nandua’s boys team fin-
ished seventh, their best showing at states 
in program history.

Nandua girls coach KJ Bentley, Grace’s 
mother, said Grace’s close loss in the 100 
free “was heartbreaking, but she handled 
it like her name, with such grace.”

Bentley said she and boys coach Carter 
Harmon “are extremely happy with both 
teams’ performances at states. Our swim-
mers swam season best and personal best 
times. As coaches, we really can’t ask for 
more than that.”

Nandua placed five swimmers — four 
girls and one boy — on the All-State team 
(top 3 finishers): Grace Bentley (200 med-
ley relay, 200 free relay, 100 free, 100 
back), Sarah Bentley (200 medley relay, 
200 free relay, 100 breast), senior Emma 
Cathey (200 medley relay, 200 free relay), 
junior Meya Charnock (200 medley relay, 
200 free relay), and junior Lucas Calvetti 
(100 fly).

Other Warriors who competed at the 
state swim meet included senior Oliver 
Cossitt; juniors Morgan Johnson, Camden 
Lewis, and Zach Smith; sophomores Lucas 
Elliott and Hayden Williams; and fresh-
man Parker Shotwell.

Grace Bentley poses in 
one of her four trips to the 
awards podium at the Class 
2 swimming championships 
in Richmond.

PHOTO COURTESY 
KJ BENTLEY
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HELP WANTED  |  CLASSIFIEDS  |  ANNOUNCEMENTS  |  LEGAL NOTICES  |  DEADLINE NOON WEDNESDAY

WEEKLY MARKETPLACE
CONTACT RYAN AT 757-789-7678 or ryan@easternshorepost.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS,
BIRTHDAYS, 

THANK-YOUS, 
ANNIVERSARIES
$35 OR $50 w/photo

SELL YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK, BOAT, 
ATV, TRACTOR

$40 OR $55 w/photo
RUNS UNTIL SOLD

YARD SALE 
LISTINGS

AS LOW AS 
$15 PER WEEK.

DON’T MISS OUT

Help Wanted

“LEAVE” YOUR 
PAST BEHIND
“FALL” INTO 

YOUR NEW HOME
Accomack Manor Apartments

26463 Metompkin Road
Parksley, VA 23421

757-665-5848
TDD 711

This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

Looking for a
warm and cozy HOME 

with a price you can afford?

Exmore Village I & II
Apartments
(757) 442-9471

TDD 711
This institution is

an equal opportunity
provider.

Accomack County Sheriff’s Office is accepting applications 
for the following positions: Full-Time Certified Law En-
forcement Officer and Full-Time Correctional Officer 
and Full-Time Dispatcher. Applications may be obtained 
from the Accomack County Sheriff’s Office or online at 
www.accomackcountysheriffsoffice.org Open until filled.  
Accomack County Sheriff’s Office is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

This precious animal is available for adoption This precious animal is available for adoption 
at the SPCA in Onley. Stop by today to give a at the SPCA in Onley. Stop by today to give a 

pet a forever pet a forever home! 787-7385home! 787-7385

Oyster

Shore Distributors, Inc. 
Branch Manager 
Counter Sales

Onley, VA
The area’s leading distributor of HVAC & Plumbing 
products is looking for someone just like you for our 

Onley, Va location. If you enjoy working with people and 
helping others, this could be the career opportunity you 

have been waiting for. HVAC & Plumbing experience 
necessary and sales experience helpful.

401(k) Retirement Savings and Profit-Sharing Plan
Excellent Medical Coverage

Life & Disability Insurance Coverage
Paid Holidays, Vacation, & Sick Time

Tuition Reimbursement
Stable Environment

Applications are available:
In Person

Shore Distributors, Inc.
20474 Washington St., Onley, VA 23418 or
1524 Market St., Pocomoke City, MD 21851

Email
HR@shoredist.com

Phone
1-800-338-7790 and ask for Dick Morris

Need to earn some extra money working part-time hours?
How about a $1,000 Sign on Bonus?

STAR Transit is hiring PT CDL Drivers
for a local passenger service.  

$18.00/hr. Steady income, PTO, & paid holidays.
CDL w/ passenger endorsement required. 

Good DMV record a must! 
Questions: 

Contact Bill @ 757-787-8322
Apply: 

Star Transit, 21250 Cooperative Way, Tasley, VA
EOE M/F/D/V

Building Inspector
Northampton County is accepting applications for a 
full-time Building Inspector. The essential function of 
this position is to perform building inspections. Provides 
customer service and clerical duties.
Requires high school diploma or GED, supplemented by 
one year of experience in building construction. Experi-
ence as a building inspector is desired.
Requires valid Virginia Driver’s License.
Excellent communication skills are essential. This salary 
ranges from $34,819 to $56,285.
Please refer to Northampton County’s website for further 
job descriptions, requirements and county’s applica-
tion form https://tinyurl.com/bdcb8hst Please submit 
completed County application form with cover letter to 
Human Resources, P. O. Box 66, Eastville, VA 23347. 
Position open until filled.

Northampton County is an EOE.

Want to be part of a Caring, Professional,
INNOVATIVE, Inclusive company?

Come join the CSB…now offering a 32 hour 
work week with full time pay and benefits!

The Eastern Shore Community Services Board
is seeking candidates for the following positions:

  
$1,000 Sign-On Bonus:

Psychosocial Rehabilitation Counselor 
Emergency Services Clinician 

Developmental Disabilities Aide
($13.00-$15/00/hour-$2.50/hr night & wkend differential) 

Crisis Stabilization Case Manager 
Clinician 

 
“We passionately believe 

in the potential of all.”
Innovative, Inclusive, Caring, Professional



Help Wanted
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Performs routine administrative duties and clerical tasks as 
directed by the Sheriff.
Must have excellent communication, bookkeeping, and 
other office skills. Will assist in entering civil processes, 
traffic summonses, and criminal warrants. 
Requires a high school diploma or GED and a minimum of 
three years of administrative clerical experience.
Starting salary will be based on experience.
Please obtain an application from the Northampton County 
Sheriff’s Office, 5211 The Hornes, Eastville, VA 23347.

Open until filled. EOE.

Northampton County Sheriff’s Office is accepting 
applications for:

Jail Deputy at the Eastern Shore 
Regional Jail

Job will require shift work, nights, weekends and some 
holidays.
Qualifications: over the age of 21 and have high 
school diploma or GED. 
Benefits include: VRS Retirement, Annual Leave, 
Sick leave, Paid Holidays, and Health Insurance
Applications may be obtained from the Eastern Shore 
Regional Jail, 5245 The Hornes, Eastville, Va. 23347 
or online at https://tinyurl.com/5n6epayy

Open until filled.
Apply in person at the Eastern Shore 

Regional Jail
Northampton County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Accomack County Social Services 
Benefit Program Specialist I/II (Spanish preferred)

Hiring Range: $32,415 - $62,376.00
(Depending on qualifications)

To apply, visit: http://www.dss.virginia.gov
Accepts only online applications. Open until filled. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

MARINE FIELD TECHNICIAN 
The Nature Conservancy is seeking applications for a 
Marine Field Technician to support the Volgenau Virginia 
Coast Reserve’s Marine Habitat Restoration Program.
The technician will collect data necessary for monitoring 
restored and existing oyster reefs, eelgrass meadows, and 
bay scallops. In addition, the technician will assist the team 
with the construction of artificial substrate oyster reefs, col-
lection of eelgrass reproductive shoots, maintenance of our 
eelgrass seed curing facility and other necessary functions of 
our Marine Program.
We’re looking for an individual with a unique combination 
of shellfish knowledge, seagrass knowledge, and field skills 
to join our Marine Restoration Team and help advance our 
work. Creativity, flexibility, willingness to work on a fast-
paced, dynamic schedule — sometimes independently — 
and a great attitude are key to this role. 
To see complete details for this position and to apply, go to 
http://tinyurl.com/4hf8x95y then search by job #54677. Click  
on the job, then click “Apply for Job” to submit an online 
application by 11:59 PM EST on March 3, 2024. Need help 
applying? Visit our recruitment page or contact applyhelp@
tnc.org.
The Nature Conservancy is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Accomack County Social Services 
Family Services Specialist I/II

Hiring Range: $36,993 - $68,990
(Depending on qualifications)

To apply, visit: http://www.dss.virginia.gov
Accepts only online applications. Open until filled. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE IS         
ACCEPTING EMPLOYMENT APPLICATIONS FOR: 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
Job will require shift work, nights, weekends, and some 
holidays.
Qualifications: Over the age of 21 and have obtained a high 
school diploma or GED.
Applications may be obtained from the Northampton County 
Sheriff’s Office located at 5211 The Hornes, Eastville, VA 
23347 or the County’s website.
Northampton County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

BILINGUAL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT INTERN
The Nature Conservancy is seeking applications for a summer 
Bilingual Community Engagement Intern (Spanish-English) to 
assist outreach and education staff and increase access to 
programs at the Volgenau Virginia Coast Reserve (VVCR). 
The 10-week, 35 hour/week position, based from Brownsville 
Preserve in Nassawadox, will begin May 30th. The intern will 
work with staff to create bilingual community engagement op-
portunities, assist with planning of Latino Conservation Week 
events and bilingual youth activities on Brownsville Preserve, 
and help with VVCR summer programs for all ages. Basic qual-
ifications include high school diploma, fluency in Spanish and 
English, and some experience with community engagement. 
To see complete details for this position and to apply, please vis-
it http://tinyurl.com/4hf8x95y then search by job #54672. Click 
on the job, then click “Apply for Job.” Application deadline is 
11:59 p.m. on February 25, 2024. 

The Nature Conservancy is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

PUBLIC HISTORY INTERN
The Nature Conservancy is soliciting applications for an in-
tern to research and develop the African American history 
associated with Brownsville Preserve in Nassawadox. 
This position will last 10 weeks beginning around May 2024. 
Responsibilities include mapping family relationships, tran-
scribing handwritten notes, conducting research and collab-
orating with Upshur family descendants. 
Basic qualifications include experience and/or interest in 
African American history and culture, interest in pursuing a 
career in public history or a related field, and ability to learn 
procedures. 
To see complete details for this position and to apply, please 
visit http://tinyurl.com/4hf8x95y then search by job #54652. 
Click on the job, then click “Apply for Job” to submit an online 
application by 11:59 pm on February 25, 2024. 
The Nature Conservancy is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

EXPERIENCED CLASS A CDL FIELD DRIVER needed 
for hauling produce from field to packing house in 
Virginia with seasonal work out of Florida. Competi-
tive weekly salary. Current CDL & Medical Card. Clean 
driving record. Daily Per Diem paid during seasonal 
work in Florida. Highly maintained equipment. Medical 
& benefits available. Call 757-678-5097.

Help Wanted
AIDE - To come in house to 
care for my grandson with 
disability from 4 to 10 p.m. 
7 days a week. Call 757-710-
8589.
CAPE CHARLES BAPTIST 
CHURCH - Seeking a part-
time professional secretary. 
Please call Pastor Russell 
Goodrich at 757-695-1117.

ESTATE SALE
33227 Bradfords Neck Rd., 

Wachapreague, VA 
February 24 & 25

Curious finds of all 
kinds: carved birds, 

turned bowls, artwork, 
furniture, electric 

scooter, nice wicker set, 
kitchen essentials, local 

books, antique quilt 
frame, tools, and more.
Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. &
Sun. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Cash or Check ONLY  

Look for
the pink & white signs!

Mobile Homes
READY TO MOVE INTO!!! 
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Partial-
ly Furnished. Call for more 
details 302-846-9100.
WE PAY TOP DOLLAR 
FOR USED HOMES AND 
TRADE-INS!!! Call for eval-
uations 302-846-9100.

Call Ryan at 
757-789-7678

to place a 
classified ad!
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THE DEADLINE FOR 
OBITUARIES, CLASSIFIED ADS, AND 

LEGAL ADS IS WEDNESDAY BY NOON.

Cars, Trucks, 
ATVs, RVs, 

Parts
‘64 COBRA w/high end 
suspension. Many perfor-
mance parts. Scary fast. 
Must be seen & driven to be 
appreciated. $60,000 OBO. 
757-693-2154.
4 PIECE SET - 2021 to 2023 
Ford Maverick pickup 17” 
aluminum XLT standard 
rims. As new condition. 
$450. Call 757-442-5459 af-
ter 5 p.m.
2012 INTERNATIONAL 
PROSTAR - 450hp, 10 speed 
manual, many upgrades, 
487k miles, ready to work, 
$15k OBO call 757-302-3222.
2012 SCION XD - 27 city/33 
highway. One owner. 52k 
miles. Very reliable. $10,500. 
Call 757-350-9144.

2003 Toyota Corolla S
4-door sedan,
298,000 miles

Non-smoker, A/C, runs great
$3,995

757-336-6502

2006 ACURA 
MDX-SHAWD
Nav/Ent/Leather 

New tires/shocks/
AC pump 

Drives like new. 
$7,500 

757-999-4140

2009 SUBURBAN Z71
Leather interior; 3 rows of 

seats; 1 owner.
$8,995

757-709-8271

2011 Mustang GT
137k miles

In great shape!
$10,500

757-678-9019

2007 1100 HONDA 
SHADOW

$4,000 or best offer. 
Excellent bike with new 

upgrades. 
Bike has no issues. 

Very well maintained. 
Please call 757-350-0415 

for more information and to 
schedule showing.  

VIN:1HFSC18027A103019
MILEAGE: 69,210

MotoGuzzi
EV1100 California

15,235 miles, new tires, 
new battery, $4,500 OBO.

757-678-6650

Motorcycles

(757) 442-7540
TREE SERVICE

MARSHALL’S

Got a boat or truck
you want to sell? 

Put it in the 
Eastern Shore Post

for only $40 until sold 
($55 with photo). 

Call Ryan at 757.789.7678.

SHERATON STYLE
WALNUT HUNTBOARD

Gallery back with star inlay. Satinwood banding 
and escutcheon on drawer. One long drawer and two 
side drawers. Arched apron and tapered and reeded 
legs. Circa 1820.
Length: 55 1/2”; Depth: 21”; Height: 49 1/2”
This antique huntboard was part of the Althea 
and Bootie Shelton estate. It is still located at the 
Happy Union Farm in Nassawadox.
It was appraised by a professional antique appraiser 
for $15,000. 
I will accept any reasonable offer. Delivery is 
not available. It will need to be picked up upon 
arrangements.
Would the gentleman that made me an offer on 
this huntboard please call me? I have misplaced 
your phone number. Thank you! Gina

Call 757-434-2255

Misc. For Sale
FRANCISCAN APPLE - 81 
PIECE Dinnerware: Plates, 
bowls, salvers, platters, 
cups, tea service, S&P, 
butter  $350/OBO. Call 757-
336-6792.
POOL TABLE - Brunswick 
9’ pro pool table and every-
thing that goes w/ it. Your 
job to move. $800. 757-336-
6903 or 757-336-1314.

Read the Post 
online a day early at

www.easternshorepost.com

Pine, Oak, Walnut, Cherry 
and more for sale. Rough 
cut or planed available or 
we saw your logs. Portable 
Sawmill.

757-331-4848

OPEN HOUSE 
4184 Sunnyside Road, 

Cape Charles 
Saturday, Feb. 24

 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Buyers Agents

protected,
bring your clients,

will pay 3% at closing.
2 story townhome,

1 acre, 3BR, 1.5 bath, 
LR, EIK quartz
countertops,
front porch, 

beautifully restored 
hardwood floors. 
Stop by and see!

$301,500
FHA welcomed.

TONY’S TREE SERVICE
COMPLETE TREE REMOVAL

14319 DEER PATH
HALLWOOD, VA 23359
(757) 990-1131

Residential • Commercial
FREE Estimates • Stump Grinding

Stump Removal • Lot Clearing • Excavation
Licensed and Insured

757-665-4026757-665-4026

Family Owned & Operated for 35+ years

FILL DIRT • SAND • TOPSOIL
STUMP REMOVAL • SITE WORK

FRENCH DRAINS • DRIVEWAYS • STONE

millerhauling@msn.com

Licensed & Insured 
in Virginia

Services
DIVORCE uncontested 
$475 + $86 costs. WILLS 
$295. Hablo espanol. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney. 757-490-
0126. hilton@hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com

SIMPSON TREE & 
BOBCAT SERVICE  

Tree trimming, remov-
al and stump grinding.                            

Call 757-710-8477.       
FREE ESTIMATES.        

We accept credit cards.

Feed & Seed
HORSE HAY for sale and 
STRAW for sale. Call 757-
824-3930 or call 757-894-
1339 (cell).

Thanks
for reading
the Post!
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Boats, Etc.
LOADMASTER BOAT 
TRAILER - New and used. 
757-588-1950. No calls after 
7 p.m.

Classic 
‘77 Wellcraft V20 
with ‘21 Suzuki 150

(30 hrs runtime),
new hydraulic

wheel steering,
bimini canvas top, 

on ‘21 Vantage trailer
$16,500

757-331-0315

1989 27’ Regal 
Commodore

Need 3-axle trailer 
to move. Will make 
a good house boat; 
sleeps 6; 1/2 bath 
and kitchen. Must 
see to appreciate.

Call (757) 470-8385.

Real Estate
BELLE HAVEN - 3 acres 
+/- in Creek Bluff subdivi-
sion.  Cleared & high & dry.  
$54,900.  Call 508-989-6706 or 
email at gmotler@gmail.com
WE BUY LAND!!! Call Clay-
ton Homes for more informa-
tion. 302-846-9100.

Rentals - Houses
NUEVA Casa- 3 Recamaras, 
2 Banos Solo $500 Deposito 
- Llame para los requisitos: 
302-846-9100.
NEW 3BR, 2BA $500 DE-
POSIT CALL FOR DE-
TAILS: 302-846-9100.

Rentals -     
Residential

LARGE DOUBLE WIDE 
- 24X64, newly renovated 
inside. No pets, $1,350/mo., 
plus security. Birdsnest. Call 
757-678-5547, leave message.
VERY NICE SMALL 
HOUSE - In very nice neigh-
borhood close to base on 
Chincoteague. $1,200/mo. 
+ $1,200 sec. 757-894-8148.

www.easternshorepost.com

*******
Interested in 

joining an antique 
collective?

Call 757-505-9219

*******

Farm & Lawn 
Equipment

1953 ANNIVERSARY JU-
BILEE 600 FORD TRAC-
TOR - $3,500. 442-7507.
TROY-BILT MUSTANG 
TILLER - New. Unused. 
Call for details. 757-678-
7121. Leave a message.

Place an Ad
WANT TO PLACE AN AD? 
Contact Ryan at the Post. A 
5-line ad like this one costs 
only $15. Call 757-789-7678. 
ryan@easternshorepost.com  

Legal Ads
TOWN OF NASSAWADOX

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Nassawadox will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, February 26, 2024, at 7:00 p.m., to consider a 
Curfew Ordinance for Minors. The hearing will be held at 
Northampton Fire and Rescue Building, 10239 Pine Ave., 
Nassawadox, VA 23413.

VIRGINIA: 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ACCOMACK COUNTY

JOSEPH GREGORY KELLAM, et al., 
Plaintiffs

CASE NO. CL23000580-00
vs.

GLORIA JEAN DUNHAM CLAY, et al.
Defendants

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
The object of this proceeding is, inter alia, to confirm title in 
the Plaintiffs by adverse possession of certain real property, 
known generally as 27346 Redwood Road, Melfa, Virginia, 
Accomack County Tax Map No. 93A-A-19, Tax Parcel Num-
ber 093A0A000001900, all of which is described more par-
ticularly in the Complaint and Exhibits attached thereto on 
file in the office of the Clerk of this Court, to which reference 
is hereby made for a full and accurate description thereof; 
and 
WHEREFORE, it appearing that certain Defendants’ 
offices and or places of residence cannot be ascertained 
after diligent inquiry within the Commonwealth, or, if 
ascertained are not residents of the Commonwealth,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Defendants GLORIA 
JEAN DUNHAM CLAY, ORLANDO TURNER, TRUST-
EE, PENINSULA GENERAL HOSPITAL FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION, HEIRS OF MILTON E. FLOYD, and 
PARTIES UNKNOWN, if any, who may be HEIRS OF MIL-
TON E. FLOYD, or successors, heirs, devisees, or assigns of 
GLORIA JEAN DUNHAM CLAY, ORLANDO TURNER, 
TRUSTEE, OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY ASSOCI-
ATES OF THE EASTERN SHORE, INC., PENINSULA 
GENERAL HOSPITAL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, or 
HEIRS OF MILTON E. FLOYD, or others who may have an 
interest in the subject property, are to appear before this 
Court on or before the 27th day of March 2024 and protect 
their interests, if any, 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the foregoing portion 
of this order be published once a week for four consecutive 
weeks pursuant to § 8.01-317 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, 
as amended, in Eastern Shore Post, a newspaper of general 
circulation in Accomack County, Virginia, and that the Clerk 
of this Court shall post this Order at the front door of the 
courthouse.

TESTE:
Hon. Talia Taylor, Clerk 

Circuit Court of Accomack County 

By: Caretta S. Harris, DY
January 24, 2024

SEEN:
D. Rossen S. Greene, Esquire (VSB #74940)
rgreene@pendercoward.com
Virginia L. Augello, Esquire (VSB #99241)
vaugello@pendercoward.com
PENDER & COWARD, P.C. 
117 Market Street 
Suffolk, Virginia 23434 
(757) 502-7333 — Telephone/Facsimile
Counsel for the Plaintiffs

NOTICE
Accomack County’s Annis Cove Boat Ramp

Please be advised that the replacement of the concrete 
boat ramp at Annis Cove located on Guilford Creek will 
commence on or about March 1st, 2024. The concrete 
ramp will be closed for construction during the month 
of March. For additional information, please contact the 
Public Works & Facilities Office at (757) 787-1468.

Public Meeting 
Town of Accomac

The Town of Accomac will hold a public meeting on 
Wednesday, February 28 at 7:30 p.m. at the Town Office 
located at 23367 Front St., Accomac. The purpose of the 
meeting is to approve the Troyer Special Use Permit and 
update all permit information in the Town’s Ordinance.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Northampton County Board of Zoning Appeals will 
hold a regular meeting on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, at 10:00 
a.m. or shortly thereafter in the Board Chambers located in 
the County Administration Building at 16404 Courthouse 
Road in Eastville, VA. The Board of Zoning Appeals will 
meet for the purpose of conducting two public hearings. 
Site visits to the properties will occur immediately prior to 
the commencement of the Board meeting.
Buffer Exception 2023-05: Christopher Morgan and Nan 
Arpino have applied for a buffer exception to extend an 
existing deck towards the shoreline and construct an 
addition to the left front of the residence. The property 
is located at 27515 Allure Chase, Cape Charles, VA, and 
is further described as Tax Map 104C-1-A.
Buffer Exception 2024-01: Gregory Winkelman is re-
questing a buffer exception for an encroachment of 
200 square-feet into the buffer area to construct a 
screened porch on the northwest side of the existing 
residence. The property is located at 13583 Solitude 
Trail, Machipongo, VA, and is further described as Tax 
Map 48-A-8.
Anyone interested in the above matters should attend 
the public hearing to make their comments known. Ad-
ditionally, comments may also be written and sent to the 
Planning, Permitting and Enforcement Department. 
The files may be viewed in the Northampton County 
Planning, Permitting and Enforcement Department 
in Eastville, VA, located at 16404 Courthouse Road in 
Eastville, VA.
Handicapped Assistance Available:  Please telephone 757-
678-0443, extension 516, at least 48 hours in advance.

We are pledged to the letter and 
spirit of Virginia’s and HUD’s 

equal opportunity 
housing policies. 

Virginia’s fair housing law 
makes it illegal to advertise 

any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, national origin, 

sex, elderliness, familial status, 
or handicap.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept advertising 

for real estate that violates the 
fair housing law. 

Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal 

opportunity basis. 

For more information about 
Virginia’s Fair Housing Law or to 
file a fair housing complaint, call 
the Virginia Fair Housing Office 
at (804) 367-8530. Toll-free call 
(888) 551-3247. For TDD users, 
please call the Virginia Relay by 

dialing 7-1-1.
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Legal Ads
ORDER OF PUBLICATION

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316, -317, 20-104

Case No. 24CL000125-00
Accomack County Circuit Court
23316 Courthouse Ave., Accomac, VA 23301

AUBREY LYNN CROCKETT
v. N/A
The object of this suit is to:
OBTAIN A NAME CHANGE

It is ORDERED that JAMES KEYSER appear at the 
above-named court and protect his/her interests on or 
before APRIL 17, 2024.

February 16, 2024
Caretta S. Harris, Dep. Clerk 

NOTICE: ABANDONED WATERCRAFT
Notice is hereby given that the following watercraft has 
been abandoned for more than 60 DAYS on the property 
of Cape Charles Yacht Center, 1011 Bayshore Road, Cape 
Charles, VA, 23310, (757) 250-2913.
Description of watercraft: 31 ft. Silverton sportfish.  
White fiberglass hull with ID STN31008MB3A.
Application for Watercraft Registration/Title will be made in 
accordance with Section 29.1-733.25 of the Code of Virginia 
if this watercraft is not claimed and removed within 30 days 
of first publication of this notice. Please contact the Virginia 
Department of Wildlife Resources with questions.

VIRGINIA WINERY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY, 
trading as 

VWDC,
9232 Chatham Road, Machipongo, VA 23405
The above establishment is applying to the 

VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

for a Wholesale Wine (30,000 gallons or less annually) 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

Stan Joynes, Chairman
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must 
be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the 
publishing date of the first of two required newspaper 
legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.
abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Mr. Chip Bundick (MRC 
#2023-0657) is requesting a permit from the Virginia 
Marine Resources to replace an existing 14-foot sec-
tion and 50-foot section of bulkhead, no more than 2 
feet channelward of the existing bulkhead, adjacent to 
property serving 2383 Main Street situated along the 
Chincoteague Channel in Accomack County.
You may provide comments on this application (VMRC 
#2023-0657) at http://tinyurl.com/bdtmf38d We 
will accept comments by the USPS provided they are 
received within l5 days of this notice to: Marine Re-
sources Commission, Habitat Management Division, 
380 Fenwick Road, Bldg. 96, Hampton, VA 23651.

VIRGINIA: 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ACCOMACK COUNTY

THE COUNTY OF ACCOMACK, VIRGINIA 
Plaintiff

CIVIL CASE NO. 23-922
vs.

JONATHON C. PARKS 
BILLY CHARLES PARKS 
LESLIE AMES PARKS 
The heirs and devisees of WILLIAM JAMES PARKS 
BAGWELL OIL COMPANY 
C D MARSH JEWELERS 

Defendants

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

The object of this suit is to enforce the lien of the Plaintiff 
for delinquent taxes against certain real estate described 
as follows: 
All that parcel of land in Accomack County, Virginia, 
being 0.50 acre, more or less, designated as tax map 
number 121A0A000000400.
standing in the names of Jonathon C. Parks, Billy Charles 
Parks and Leslie Ames Parks, pursuant to Section 58.1-
3965 et. seq. of the Code of Virginia.
And an affidavit having been filed that due diligence has been 
used to ascertain the names and location of all of the heirs, 
devisees and successors in title of William James Parks (also 
known as William H. Parks) and Billy Charles Parks (also 
known as William Charles Parks); that there are or may be 
other persons having an interest in the real estate forming 
the subject matter of this suit whose names and last post 
office addresses are unknown, namely, the unknown heirs, 
devisees and successors in title of William James Parks and 
Billy Charles Parks; that due diligence has been used to as-
certain the location of Jonathon C. Parks, whose last known 
post office address is 20111 Quinby Bridge Road, Quinby, 
VA 23423; that Leslie Ames Parks (also known as Leslie 
Ames Parks Dise) is a nonresident of the state of Virginia, 
whose last known post office address is South Carolina; that 
due diligence has been used to ascertain the location of Jacob 
Parks, Justin Parks and Ava Parks, each of whom have an 
unknown post office address.
It is ORDERED that this Order be published once a week 
for two successive weeks in the Eastern Shore Post and 
that the parties named herein appear on or before March 
27, 2024, at 9:30 a.m. in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit 
Court for the County of Accomack, Virginia, and do what 
may be necessary to protect their interests in this suit.
Enter this 21st day of February, 2024.

Arisleydi J. Rodriguez, DY
TESTE:

Hon. Talia Taylor, Clerk 
Circuit Court of Accomack County 

I ask for this:
James W. Elliott
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 1410
Yorktown, VA 23692
757-898-7000

Sports Trivia
by 

Ryan A. Berenz
1. What action did TV 
talk show host Johnny 
Carson mimic after 
every monologue?

2. Billed as “The War 
of the Worlds,” a 1976 
fight in Tokyo featured 
Japanese pro wrestler 
Antonio Inoki vs. what 
American boxer?

3. What UMass Minute-
men defensive stand-
out was drafted No. 2 
overall by the Toronto 
Raptors in the 1996 
NBA Draft?

4. Name the linebacker 
who played 219 regu-
lar-season NFL games 
from 1998-2012 but never 
appeared in the playoffs.

5. What sport did the 
duo of Randy Stoklos and 
Sinjin Smith dominate 
through the 1980s and 
‘90s?

Bible Trivia
by 

Wilson Casey 
1. Is the book of 1 Peter 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?
2. What was a god of 
the Philistines that had 
a man’s face and hands, 
but the body and tail of 
a fish? (Bullock, Elohim, 
Dagon, or Baal-gad)
3. Who slew a giant that 
had six fingers on each 
hand and six toes on 
each foot when he defied 
Israel? (Sibbechai, Cyrus, 
Silas, or Jonathan)
4. From Proverbs 22, what 
is a good name better 
than? (Great riches, Scorn, 
Its own reward, or Lust)
5. What town was home 
to Jesse’s boys? (Gilgal, 
Jericho, Hebron, or 
Bethlehem)
6. On which day of 
creation did dry ground 
appear? (Second, Third, 
Fourth, or Fifth)

Answers
1. A golf swing
2. Muhammad Ali
3. Marcus Camby
4. Takeo Spikes
5. Beach volleyball

(c) 2024 
King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Answers
1. New
2. Dagon
3. Jonathan 
4. Great riches
5. Bethlehem 
6. Third

(c) 2024 
King Features Syndicate, Inc.



Real Estate

Beverly McCord, 
Realtor
Cell: 757-777-2900

Beverly McCord will help “buyers and sellers” capture their Eastern Shore dream.

 

DILLEY EXCAVATION, LLC.
DE
757-709-0054

Land Clearing, Driveways, and Grading.
Serving the Shore!

B&B LAWN CARE
Landscape, brush removal, tree trimming,

garage clean-up

Anthony “Bud” Justis, owner
(757) 709-2189 • (757) 607-6199

ShenValley Floors LLC
Sanding - Refinishing - Installation

- Custom Floor Design
- Restoration & Repairs

Dustless System
Onley, VA

FREE ESTIMATES
(757) 789-5151

www. shenva l l ey f loor s . com

“Quality work for over 30 years”

Specializing in Replacement Equipment
Financing Available

757-210-9340

Serving the Eastern Shore of Virginia and Maryland. We are licensed and insured.

PARKS
POWER WASHING
PARKS
POWER WASHING

CONTACT US 
FOR A FREE 
ESTIMATE!

Terry Parks
(757) 709-5592
Parks Power Washing
parkspowerwashing@gmail.com
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Call Today for Free Estimate
RICHARD R. HARRISON

757-710-2839
Asphalt Paving    Patching    Seal Coating

Tar & ChipLicensed & Insured Residential & Commercial
• • 

MJ

732-330-7700

Honest & 
Reliable

Serving Chincoteague and 
the surrounding

areas.

MINOR CONSTRUCTION • PAINTING • POWER WASHING
Mfichtner4292@gmail.com

732-330-7700

PORTABLE RESTROOMS • DELUXE RESTROOM TRAILERS • HAND WASH STATIONS
14, 20 & 30 YARD ROLL OFF DUMPSTER SERVICE

www.mooresportables.com15442 Merry Cat Lane
Belle Haven, VA 23306 757-442-2734

Moore’s
Portable Solutions

John Castagna
Master HVACR

REFRIGERATION, A/C & HEATING LLC
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

RESTAURANT SERVICE

EASTERN SHORE: 757-656-4230
CELL: 757-710-4859

jcastagna1@verizon.net

Helping Hands
TRUSTED, COMPASSIONATE IN-HOME CARE

WE CAN HELP. CALL TODAY — 757-815-1705 

Amy Douglas

Carefully screened, 
trained professionals

n Personalized plans
n Bathing 
n Cleaning

n Transportation
n Medication management
n Serving the Eastern Shore 



DERRICK’S 
PRESSURE WASHING, LLC

Pressure Washing
No Pressure Roof  Cleaning
Dry Carpet Cleaning
Mobile Detailing
Exhaust Hood Cleaning
Fire Extinguisher
Sales & Service
www.derrickspressurewashing.com

STEAM CLEANING
Residential & Commercial

“WE CLEAN IT ALL”

757-999-1094
DERRICK COLONA
30294 SEASIDE Rd.
Melfa, VA

Clam Shells and Pure Top Soil Now Available

Phone Number: (757) 824-5880
Spreader Truck and Trailer Dump loads of 

Clam Shells and Soil for sale. Call today!!

Computer
Repairing
Upgrading
Consulting

Programming

Cabling
Cat5e

Telephone

P.O. Box 467
Painter, VA 23420

25555 East Main St., Onley, VA

757-787-9597
MARVIN GIDDENS

Nock Painting
 We cover the Shore!
Ken Nock
Paint Contractor
P.O. Box 112
Melfa, VA 23410

757-787-8614
757-710-7942
Kennockjr@gmail.com

• Power Washing Specials
• State Licensed Contractor
• Fully Insured
• Interior & Exterior

No Jobs Too Big or Too Small, I’ll Do Them All!

HOME   MPROVEMENT
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

& SIDING ROOFING 
& GUTTERING

JJC Services
Tree Removal ° Trimming 

Stump Grinding

John Lee Shreaves Jr.
Owner

16183 Cashville Rd., Onancock, VA 23417
757.218.5068

skreebzz8@yahoo.com

Flat Roof Specialists
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1979

Fully Insured - Free Estimates
(757) 678-6169

Mike Reid - Owner
2453 Custis Tomb Dr. • Cape Charles, VA 23310

REID & TAYLOR ROOFING
Commercial - Industrial - Institutional - Residential

NOW HIRING  •  NOW HIRING  •  NOW HIRING

loudoundoorandwindow.com InsuredLicensed

• Replacement Windows
• Entrance & Patio Doors

757-789-3333

Licensed & Insured

Holston Electrical
757-709-0933

Chris Holston

Personal Injury, Traffic, Estate Planning
& Real Estate Law

Local Eastern Shore Attorney

T. Wayne Williams, Esq. • Jonathan DeLoatche, Esq. • Robert Frazier, Esq.
18249 First Street Keller, Virginia 23401

(757) 787-8900
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International Auto
Service

JERRY ORMSBY
ASE CERTIFIED MASTER MECHANIC

Servicing all models
Specializing in European
(757) 787-4400

24182 Tasley Rd.  •  Tasley, VA
www.international-auto-service.com

LEO COTE
Call  or  Email  Today  for  a  FREE  ESTIMATE

757-777-0516
leosmasonry7@gmail.com

Leo’s
Masonry

Historic brick mason with 39 years
   of experience & fully insured

Repointing • Chimneys • Patios 
Porches • Steps & More!

HOLIDAY SPECIAL 
10% off!

Valid thru Jan. 31, 2024

Margaret Martin
Licensed Medicare Professional

Medicare Advantage & Supplement Plans
4496 Magotha Rd  •  Cape Charles, VA 23310

Business 757-856-6417
Call 757-678-2424

rwmrmartin120911@gmail.com

TAX

ACCOMACK TAX SERVICE INC
NANCI DURRUA, Tax Professional
28468 Lankford Highway
Melfa, VA 23410
accomacktax@gmail.com

Mailing Address: PO Box 365
 Onancock, VA 23417

Office:  757-789-7672
Fax: 757-789-0983

EXACT TAX 23
Call for your

appointment today.
757-787-3495

Standard 1040EZ is $50

Our Fast, affordable, and accurate tax 
preparer will help you discover every 
deduction and credit available to you, 
so that you can maximize the greatest 

return possible.

Serving the Eastern Shore of Virginia
Cope Company

Mobile RV Repairs
Electrical/Plumbing

Brakes/Chassis • Hydraulics

Eric Cope
757-678-2412

copecompanyesva@gmail.com 



Northampton 
property transfers

n From Charles Boss III, Mary Carr, and 
Carol Paddock
To Warner, Rae, and Nathan Crumb
Lot 23 and part of Lot 24, Cheriton
For $240,000
n From Thomas and Cynthia Kruse
To James and Danielle Hansen
Lot, 2.92 acres, near Machipongo
For $880,000
n From Cynthia Bradford, Treasurer of the 
County of Northampton, and Robert and 
Helen Williams
To T. Wilson Jr.
Lot, Lincoln Manor, Exmore
For $1,700

n From Deborah and John Alsko II
To John and Margaret Bowman
Unit 4, Bay Lake Condominiums, Cape 
Charles
For $345,000
n From Eduardo and Teresa Montalvo
To General Builders II LLC
Lot 55, Nottingham Estates, near Cheapside
For $43,000
n From Joseph and Donald Rizzo and 
Joseph Stepnoski
To Porch Light Go LLC
Lot in Nassawadox
For $51,234
n From Bonnie Nottingham
To John Britton
Parcel IV Wooded, 1.41 acres, near Picketts 
Harbor, Capeville district
For $320,000

n From Melissa Press, Tonya White, and 
Christine and Sherry Hughes
To Joun and Jung Lim
Lot, 1.024 acres, near Fairview
For $230,000

Accomack 
property transfers

n From Roman Rome
To Christine Rufener
3214 Main St., Chincoteague
For $465,000
n From Laura Anna Shuck
To Darrell A. Hinmon Sr.
7097 Fleming Road
For $255,000
n From Bonnie Waddell and Robin Rull
To Timothy and Jessica Smith
Parcel near Locust Mount
For $130,000

n From Lara E. And Frederick W. Ellis
To Richard Soistman Jr. and Carleen Geppi
Trails End, Lot 227
For $35,000
n From Dennis K. Williams
To Robert Vernon and Susan S. Snyder
26064 Guard Shore Road
For $105,000
n From L&K Rantz LLC
To George Linvill and Eulo Property Holdings
Land off Groton Town Road
For $100,000
n From Ruth C. Estes
To Dolly E. Fulcher and Lloyd O. Whitehead
5.9 acres on Chincoteague Road
For $250,000
n From The Larry K. Rantz irrevocable Trust 
and Larry Kemp Rantz Jr., trustee
To Eulo Property Holdings LLC
.77 acres in Hallwood
For $20,000

n From Timothy A. Wharton and Charles 
M. Wharton
To Curtis D. And Debbie Spady
One-third acre at Texaco Town, Onley
For $13,800
n From Michelle Denton
To Melinda and Richard C. Torrence
15509 Pungoteague Road
For $215,000
n From Mary Colona Luster
To Kristin Kelly Edwards
16 Brooklyn Ave., Wachapreague
For $350,000
n From SN Servicing Corporation, attorney 
in fact, and LB-Dwelling Properties V, LLC
To Juan Carlos Ruiz Lopez and Adiela 
Velasquez Miguel
19455 Gaskins Road
For $116,000
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PUBLIC RECORDS
Eastern Shore Post

 INTERN - Accounting
 INTERN - Engineering

A&N Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

www.anec.com/co-op-careers for more details

OPEN POSITIONS:

WE ARE
HIRING! for the Heritage Center of the 

Eastern Shore Regional Library

Dinner, Drinks,
Entertainment,

Live & Silent Auctions

Saturday, March 16, 2024 • 5:30 p.m.
Island House Restaurant 

Tickets $100 per person - seating is limited!
T I C K E T S  A T :

 TThhee  BBooookk  BBiinn  ••    RRaayyffiieelldd’’ss  PPhhaarrmmaacciieess  
 RReeggiioonnaall  LLiibbrraarryy,,  PPaarrkksslleeyy
 NNoorrtthhaammppttoonn  FFrreeee  LLiibbrraarryy,,  NNaassssaawwaaddooxx  oorr
 EEssppllffoouunnddaattiioonn..oorrgg  • oorr    bbyy  ccaalllliinngg  775577--778877--22550000  

oorr  eemmaaiill                          eesspplliibbrraarryyffuunnddrraaiisseerr1166@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

OORR  uussee  tthhiiss  QQRR  ccooddee  ttoo  ppuurrcchhaassee  ttiicckkeettss..

for the Heritage Center of the 
Eastern Shore Regional Library

Dinner, Drinks,
Entertainment,

Live & Silent Auctions

Saturday, March 16, 2024 • 5:30 p.m.
Island House Restaurant 

Tickets $100 per person - seating is limited!
T I C K E T S  A T :

 TThhee  BBooookk  BBiinn  ••    RRaayyffiieelldd’’ss  PPhhaarrmmaacciieess  
 RReeggiioonnaall  LLiibbrraarryy,,  PPaarrkksslleeyy
 NNoorrtthhaammppttoonn  FFrreeee  LLiibbrraarryy,,  NNaassssaawwaaddooxx  oorr
 EEssppllffoouunnddaattiioonn..oorrgg  • oorr    bbyy  ccaalllliinngg  775577--778877--22550000  

oorr  eemmaaiill                          eesspplliibbrraarryyffuunnddrraaiisseerr1166@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm

OORR  uussee  tthhiiss  QQRR  ccooddee  ttoo  ppuurrcchhaassee  ttiicckkeettss..
FOR TICKETS CLICK ON THE QR CODE OR PURCHASE AT:FOR TICKETS CLICK ON THE QR CODE OR PURCHASE AT:

The Book Bin • Rayfield’s Pharmacy • Regional Library, Parksley
Northampton Free Library, Nassawadox • esplfoundation.org

Call 757-787-2500 or email esplibraryfundraiser16@gmail.com

Saturday, March 16, 2024 • 5:30 Saturday, March 16, 2024 • 5:30 pmpm
The Island House Restaurant

$100
per person

Seating is limited!

DINNER • DRINKS • ENTERTAINMENT • LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS
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Last week’s answers
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128K MILES
$20,400 STK# S4576

2019 KIA SORENTO SX V6

410-957-1414 • www.BuchananSubaru.com • 1727 Market St. Pocomoke, MD 21851

112K MILES
$16,800 STK#S4541

2017 TOYOTA PRIUS V

One stop shop for One stop shop for 
your trailer needs!your trailer needs!

www.pocomoketrailersales.comwww.pocomoketrailersales.com

$18,500
STK#S4765

2015 HONDA CR-V

$12,900 STK#S4801T

2014 SUBARU OUTBACK

65K MILES
$15,300 STK#S4667

2019 NISSAN SENTRA

$5,499 Stock #PTS262

Homesteader 6x12 Challenger 
Series Enclosed Trailer

$2,299 Stock #PTS276

TWF 6x12 Landscape Trailer

$6,390

Homesteader 6x12 Challenger 
Series V-Nose Enclosed Trailer

Stock #PTS289
$9,999

Homesteader 7x12 
Hydraulic Dump Trailer

Stock #PTS270

$18,900
STK#S4668

2019 JEEP COMPASS LIMITED
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