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Submitted Article
Chincoteague Chamber of Com-

merce received a $10,000 grant from 
the Virginia Tourism Corporation 
(VTC) for efforts to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Virginia is 
for Lovers tourism slogan, which 
was created in 1969 by Richmond-
based advertising agency Martin & 
Woltz. The Virginia Tourism Corpo-
ration is the state agency responsi-
ble for marketing Virginia to visitors 
and promoting the “Virginia is for 
Lovers” brand, which is celebrating 
50 years in 2019. 

Chincoteague will be celebrating 
this great milestone with events, ac-
tivities, and promotions that will 
take place from June 21 to Aug. 10. 
Some opportunities to celebrate in-
clude: the Historic Main Street Mer-
chants “50 Things To Do On Chin-
coteague Scavenger Hunt”; visiting 
the Museum of Chincoteague Island’s 
“50 Ways to Love Misty” exhibit fea-
turing Misty, Stormy, books, Breyer 
horse models, and more; and stop-
ping by the Virginia Welcome Center 
in New Church for its pop-up event 
to receive flyers and giveaways from 
local partners participating in the 50 
Years of LOVE.

On June 21, The Chincoteague 
Chamber of Commerce will kick off 
the festivities with a concert in Rob-
ert N. Reed Downtown Waterfront 
Park, 4083 Main St., featuring the 
music of Front Page News, from 7 to 
9 p.m. Pack a dinner and lawn chairs 
or blanket and enjoy music under the 

stars. The chamber will provide the 
fixings for s’mores.

The Freedom Festival is July 6 and 
7. There will be lots of arts and crafts 
from all over the Shore, including a 
50 states scavenger hunt at Chincote-
ague Center.

Celebrate Misty’s 73rd birthday on 
July 19 at the chamber with the Chin-
coteague Pony Drill Team, games, food, 
and fun.

From July 21 through 27, snap that 
memorable picture in front of the po-
ny corral with the Chincoteague Po-
nies at the Chincoteague Carnival 

Grounds with Virginia Tourism Cor-
poration’s traveling LOVEwork in 
partnership with the Chincoteague 
Volunteer Fire Company during Po-
ny Swim Week.

Buckaroo Bingo will be July 23 
with a pony-themed bingo event at the 
Chincoteague Center in partnership 
with the Museum of Chincoteague 
Island. 

Enjoy an evening of Motown music 
with Opus live in concert Aug. 3,  at 7 
p.m., at the Chincoteague Center.

Chincoteague Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Evelyn 

Shotwell encourages the travel-
ing public to “Discover the Spirit of 
Chincoteague Island this summer 
with endless ways to LOVE Chin-
coteague, Assateague, and Wallops 
Islands. From wild ponies to rocket 
launches, history to nature trails, 
local lore to coastal cuisine ... you 
will find it on our shores.”

Begin your Chincoteague Island 
celebration of “50 Years of LOVE” at          
www.chincoteaguechamber.com Visit 
the website often for added events and 
reasons to “Discover the Spirit of Chin-
coteague Island!”

Chincoteague Celebrates 50 Years of Love 

Photo by Krystle Bono
The “Love Chairs” in Robert Reed Waterfront Park is a great photo spot.
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Museum of 
Chincoteague 

Island
Come visit Misty and explore Miles 

 Hancock’s carving workshop!
Hours: Tuesday-Sunday, 11-5

7125 Maddox Blvd.
(757) 336-6117  •  http://chincoteaguemuseum.com/

Watching a sunset at Robert N. Reed 
Downtown Waterfront Park is an ac-
tivity I think everyone should stop and 
take advantage of. Isabella and I ex-
plored Main Street and ended our ex-
ploratory adventure on the dock of the 
park, soaking in the last of the peachy-
pink, pre-summer rays. 

There are plenty of shops and places to 
eat, and there were a few locals and tour-
ists out and about, although I expect it to 
be much more crowded once the summer 
months hit in full swing. 

Currently, you can view many of the 
Hometown Heroes banners on your walk 
through town. There are so, so many, and 
it was a humbling experience to walk 
through town and read them all, know-
ing these people have given their time—
and some, even their lives— for all of us. 

The local shops were filled with any-
thing from beach gear and Chincoteague 
souvenirs to pony-themed gifts. Bella par-
ticularly liked the horse figurines in one 
of the shops, and she always enjoys read-
ing, so Sundial Books was a must. Don’t be 
like us, who forgot their hours and tried to 
go on a Tuesday when they are closed—
whomp whomp—but they are open for 
business the rest of the week from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. The store is hosting a book sign-
ing July 6 at 11 a.m. for “A Year on the 
Tump,” and Saturday, Aug. 10, marks the 
“Island of Hope” book launch, the final 
book by Amy McWilliams Schisler in the 
Chincoteague Island Trilogy. 

The Chincoteague Island Library is al-

so located on Main St., and was a “have to 
check it out” item on Bella’s to-do list as 
she is all about books, and I’m definitely 
not opposed to her always wanting to add 
to her ever-growing collection that is tak-
ing over her room. They are open Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., open 
Thursday, from 1 to 7 p.m., and they are 
closed on Sunday. The library is offering 
a summer reading challenge, “Lubbock’s 
Learners,” Thursdays, from 3 to 6 p.m., 
for kids in grades K-12. Registration is 
open through June 20. They also offer a 
selection of gently used books for sale!

Another pit stop on our walk was in 
front of a beautifully painted mural, 
dedicated to “Miss Ruby Lee,” as print-
ed on the wall, which sits on the corner 
of Cleveland and Main streets. The mu-
ral surrounds a garden, and is known 
as Watson Park. The Chincoteague Gar-
den Club maintains the park, and it was 
created about 10 years ago as a member 
project. I ran into some ladies who were 
members of the garden club during one 
of my Chincoteague excursions and who 
gave me a little background info. At the 
entrance to the garden, there is a “free li-
brary” box, which was Bella’s focus, and 
what drew us to stop in the first place, of 

course. She really enjoys seeing 
what treasures are inside. 

Another Main Street attrac-
tion is the Island Theatre, and 
at the time of our walk, “Alad-
din” was playing. This weekend, 
they will be showing “The Se-
cret Life of Pets 2,” which is al-
so on her must-see list. We saw 
the first one and enjoyed it, so 
I’m sure the sequel will be just 
as fun. It will run until June 20, 
before transitioning into “Toy 
Story 4.” Showtimes are listed 
on their Facebook page, as well 
as the Island Theatre website 
www.islandtheatres.com 

Overlooking Main Street 
and the entrance to the Rob-
ert N. Reed park, is a statue 
of the famous pony Misty.  As 
we walked along the bricks, 
we noticed names etched in 
many of them. We later found 
out that the memorial bricks 
can be purchased on the His-
toric Main Street Merchants 
of Chincoteague website at                                         
www.chincoteaguemerchants.com for 
$100, and the forms are available to 
download online. Anyone can purchase 
a brick to commemorate a loved one and 
have their name a part of the island. Bel-
la wants to get one with her pony’s name 
on it.

At the water’s edge, there is an infor-
mational Chincoteague Timeline board, 
beginning with the first land purchase 
on April 1, 1671, from the Gingo-Teague 
Indians, who called the island, “the beau-
tiful land across the water.” The time-
line runs until 1965, marking the date 
in which Mayor Robert Reed and the 
council successfully lobbied congress to 
create Assateague Island National Sea-
shore. Neither Bella nor I knew about 

any of the significant Chincoteague his-
torical events on the board, other than 
the publishing of Marguerite Henry’s 
book, “Misty of Chincoteague” (priorities, 
right?), so this was a neat history lesson, 
and one I am sure many visitors will ap-
preciate. We also learned that every third 
Sunday of the month, the park holds 
“Shop the Dock” from noon to 4 p.m., with 
local vendors, kids’ crafts, and music.

The park is a nice way to unwind and 
end your day. I took some fun photos of 
Bella on and around the LOVE Adiron-
dack chairs. There is also a picnic area. 
We were once again greeted by ducks, 
who are obviously accustomed to being 
fed. As soon as we sat down at the picnic 
table, they waddled right on over, want-
ing to share. Yes, Bella shared.

Photo by Krystle Bono
Isabella Bono-Evans, of Cape Charles, 
checks the free library box in front of the 
mural at Watson Park.

Kids’ Corral 
With Isabella Bono-Evans,
Documented by Krystle Bono
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Historic Downtown Shopping & Restaurant District

(757)336-5825 • www.sundialbooks.net
4065 Main St., Chincoteague Island, VA 23336

New, Local,  
Used, Collectible  

& E-Books
•

New & Used CD’s
• 

Gifts & Local Art
•

OPEN ALL YEAR

Bad Ponies
     Studio & Gallery

4044 Main St. Chincoteague, VA      301.481.7263

DON’S 

SEAFOOD
RESTAURANT  

Established 1973  •  In the Heart of Downtown

4113 Main St.  •  Chincoteague Island, Va
757-336-5715

SAIGON
VILLAGE

757-336-0584        Vietnamese Restaurant
Under New Management! 

Tuesday- Thursday 11-8
Friday - Saturday 11-9

Sunday 12-6
4069 Main St., Chincoteague Island

PH: 757-336-0512
6262 Marlin Street, 
Chincoteague, VA

Happy Hour
Monday-Friday

2pm-6pmThe Hitching Post 

To advertise in the Hitching Post call 

757-789-7678 or e-mail Troy at 

ads@easternshorepost.com or 

Sam at  sam@easternshorepost.com
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H11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. - Eat Smart Seminar -  Community House, 6246 Mumford St.THURSDAY
JUNE 13

H8 a.m. -  Episcopal Church  Service - 
 Emmanuel  Episcopal Church, Chapel of Fox 
Holston  Funeral Home, 5049 Chicken City Rd. 

- 757-894-7078 -   www.emmanuelchurchjb.com
H2-4 p.m. - Kitchen Gallery: Wind, Water, Waves - 
 Chincoteague Center for the Arts, 6309 Church St.

SUNDAY
JUNE 9

Hitching Times, June 7-13:
What to do this week on and
around Chincoteague Island

H11 a.m.-1 p.m. - Manna Cafe - Christ United  Methodist Church Social Hall, 
6253 Church St. - free hot lunch every Monday - @MannaCafeCI on Facebook
H1-4 p.m. - Board Games - Island Theatre Annex,  4076 Main St., 

 Chincoteague - free admission - www.ciarts.org

MONDAY
JUNE 10

H1-3 p.m. - Captain Timothy Hill House Tours -  5122 Main St. - 
914-589-7733 - free admission - www.captaintimothyhillhouse.com
H1:30, 4, 6:30, and 9 p.m. - Movie: “The Secret Life of Pets 2” -  The 

Island Theatre, 4074 Main St. - Call 757-336-6109 for other show times.

FRIDAY
JUNE 7

H8-10 a.m. - American Legion Post 159 Breakfast Buffet -  4023 Main St.
 H9 a.m.-1 p.m. - Farmers and Artisans Market -  Chincoteague 
 Cultural Alliance, 6309 Church St. - free  admission and parking - 

www.chincoteagueculturalalliance.org
H9 a.m.-2 p.m. - 2nd Saturday Artful Flea -  Chincoteague  Cultural Alliance, 6309 Church St.
H11 a.m. - Story Time - NASA  Wallops Flight Facility Visitors Center - free  admission - 
757-824-2298 - www.nasa.gov/centers/wallops/visitorcenter
H2 p.m. - History Tours of the Island - Museum of Chincoteague Island, 7125 Maddox 
Blvd. - $5/adults, $3/children 2-12 - 757-336-6117
H2 p.m. - Animals in Space - NASA  Wallops Flight  Facility  Visitors Center - free 
 admission - 757-824-2298 - www.nasa.gov/centers/wallops/visitorcenter

SATURDAY
JUNE 8

All listings are provided for information only; call or check websites for updates and confirmation.
The Hitching Post is a publication of the The Eastern Shore Post, Onley, Va. Contact us at 757-789-7678. Editor, Angie H.  Crutchley; Copy 
Editor, David Martin; Reporter, Krystle Bono; Ad Manager, Troy Justis; Advertising Associate, Sam Sellard; Ad Designer, Kimberly Perry. 

Nameplate Photograph by Solid Rock Photography, Chincoteague.

H6 p.m. - Texas Hold’em Poker - Bloxom Vol. Fire Co., 15312 
Bayside Dr.
H6 p.m. - Musical Performance by: Haze & Dacey - Lemon 

Tree Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape Charles

FRIDAY
JUNE 7

H11 a.m.-3 p.m. - Cheriton Fun Day - Cheriton Park
H6-10 p.m. - Boats and Bucks Giveaway - Parksley Vol. 
Fire Co., 18431 Dunne Ave.

H7 p.m. - Bingo - Eastville Vol. Fire Co., 16453 Courthouse Rd., Cape Charles

SATURDAY
JUNE 8

H7-8 p.m. - Tuesday Nights at the Museum 
-  Museum of Chincoteague, 7125 Maddox Blvd. - 
$4/adults, free/12 years old and under

TUESDAY
JUNE 11

Day Trips and Side Trips Around the Eastern Shore

H1-3 p.m. - Acrylic as Watercolor Class -  Chincoteague  Cultural Alliance, 6309 Church St.WEDNESDAY
JUNE 12

H7 p.m. - Bingo - Elk’s Lodge, Accomac - doors open at 5:30 
p.m., food served.

MONDAY
JUNE 10

Weekly Summer Paper Exclusively for Chincoteague Island

H7:30 p.m. - Bingo - Cheriton Vol. Fire Co., 16453 Courthouse Rd., 
Cape Charles

TUESDAY
JUNE 11

Now 
Open for 

the Season!

Now opeN For 
our 22Nd SeaSoN

Over 500 Kinds of Hot Sauce!
WILD PONY HOT SAUCE

6273 Cropper Street 
336-3118

opeN weekeNdS
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Fishing from 
the Shore

By Bill Hall

If the first week of June is any indica-
tion, this year may be one of the better 
fishing seasons in recent years. Already, 
the complete roster of summertime spe-
cies has shown up, including spade-
fish as well as good numbers of cobia 
and Spanish mackerel. Gaffer dolphin 
(mahi), yellowfin and bigeye tuna, ma-
ko shark, and the first reported white 
marlin of the season have come from 
the offshore waters. More good news 
is that, with the exception of the black 
drum fishery, which has already peaked 
for the season, most of the other species 
populations should only improve, at 
least until the dog days of summer!

Chincoteague –  Jimmy Vasiliou, of 
Captain Steve’s Bait & Tackle, reported 
that the recent flounder fishing has been 
“really hot” and the shop has been sell-
ing Berkley Gulp 4-inch Ripple Shad for 
flounder at a “buy one pack, get one free” 
discount. Off the beach, bluefish to 36 
inches have made sporadic appearances, 
and flesh bunker baits have been their 
top offering.  Kingfish (whiting) have 
been the most dependable catch in the 
suds. The black drum fishing appears to 
be slowing down and Vasiliou thinks the 
bite will be over for the season in the next 
week or two. Spot and small croakers 
have made their early summer appear-
ance and a couple of large sheepshead 
have been caught inside Chincoteague 
Bay. A little farther offshore, the shop’s 
first spadefish catch of the season has 
come from a near shore wreck and good 
early season hauls of Spanish mackerel 
have been commercially caught, but he 
had not heard of any recreational catch-
es. Vasiliou fished an unnamed wreck re-
cently aboard a private boat and reported 
limit catches of black sea bass. The Close 
Enuf, with captain John Chenault, re-
turned to port with an offshore catch of 
gaffer dolphin and a yellowfin tuna.

Donna Rae Roeske, at Captain Bob’s 
Marina, reports that the flounder fish-
ing is continually improving. Fish in the 

1 8 - t o - 2 2 -
inch size 
range have 
been pulled 
from the 
north end 
of the As-
s a t e a g u e 
Channel, in 
front of the 
Curtis Mer-
ritt Harbor, 

up through the canal and into the Chin-
coteague Channel as far north as the car-
nival grounds. Live minnows, sweetened 
with a strip of squid, cut bait, or Berkley 
Gulp are all proving productive. The best 
fishing for flounder, according to Roeske, 
has occurred during a couple hours on 
each side of high tide.  Kingfish (whiting) 
action is still good from buoys 14-11, with 
live bloodworms as well as bloodworm 
scented artificial baits. The inshore run of 
coastal sharks has already started, with 
several in the 3-to-4-foot size range land-
ed during last weekend. A combination of 
chum and any oily fresh chunk of fish on 
your hook has a good chance of hooking 
up with one of the toothy critters.

Lower Shore – Jeb Brady, at Bai-
ley’s Tackle Shop, reports that cobia fish-
ermen have done well since the opening 
of the season last Saturday, with lots of 
boats reporting multiple catches and re-
leases. Brady expects the season to im-
prove as the waters continue to warm. 
Spadefish have made their appearance 
along the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tun-
nel, while the Cape Charles fishing pier 
has produced catches of spot, croaker, 
and sea mullet (whiting).

Mark Snook, at Chris’ Bait & Tackle, 
reports that there are still a few black 
drum catches being made out of Oyster 
and off Fisherman’s Island, but lots of red 
drum are swimming around the third 
and fourth islands of the Chesapeake 
Bay Bridge-Tunnel. The start of the co-
bia season was described as “awesome” 
with fish being caught by both sight cast-
ing and bait fishing. The shop has plenty 
of live eels in stock, along with periodic 
deliveries of fresh bunker. Snook added 
that there were a few mullet (whiting) 
and croaker being caught off Kiptopeke 
and spadefish are swimming around the 
rock islands of the bridge-tunnel.

Wachapreague – Captain Lindsay 
Paul, at Trident Tackle, confirmed that 
the flounder fishing was “picking up” 
out of Wachapreague, especially over the 

last five days, with a nice new run de-
veloping in front of the old Coast Guard 
Station, in Drawing Channel, and in 
Green Channel. A few black drum were 
still being caught in the inlet. Few boats 
have ventured offshore to take advan-
tage of the recent dolphin bite, but boats 
running from the south were returning 
with large bigeye tuna and gaffer dol-
phin from the Norfolk Canyon.

Upper Shore – Captain Matt Abell, 
of the Sea Hawk Sports Center, reports 
that flounder fishing on the seaside has 
been “really good” this week, with the 
best bite occurring on the last of the flood 
time through the first part of the ebb, es-
pecially in the deeper water around the 
inlets. The new Gulp 5-inch grubs have 
been one of the better flounder baits. He 
described the cobia fishing as great, es-
pecially down along the Lattimore Shoal, 
with many boats getting their three fish 
per boat limits from the bridge-tunnel, 
all the way up to the mouth of Onan-
cock Creek. Speckled trout fishing in 

the shallows has also been productive 
as far north as  Bloodsworth Island. Sev-
eral red drum have also been part of 
the shallow water catch. The Maryland 
striped bass river season is now open 
and catches of legal rockfish have come 
from the Annemessex River north. Off-
shore, catches of gaffer dolphin and a 
few yellowfin tuna have come from the 
Washington Canyon, while the first re-
ported white marlin of the season off the 
coast of Delmarva occurred last week-
end, out of Ocean City.
Bill Hall was the first Eastern Shore resident 
to achieve Virginia Salt Water Master Angler 
Status.  He has been named Virginia Saltwa-
ter Angler of the Year and Virginia Saltwater 
Release Angler of the Year.  Bill is an I.G.F.A. 
International Committee Representative and 
a longtime member of the Virginia Saltwater 
Fishing Tournament Committee.  He is  the Vir-
ginia Recreation Fishing representative on the 
ASMFC Striped Bass Management Panel and 
is a past recipient of the CCA-VA Virginia Out-
door Writer Conservation Leadership Award.

Weekly Summer Paper Exclusively for Chincoteague Island  

From the collection of Angie H. Crutchley
The Hitching Post Editor Angie Crutchley and her cousin, Beth Ann 
Huether Kellam, enjoyed Assateague while feeding the sea gulls Dori-
tos in the mid-80s.

Rolling Back the Tide . . .
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Captain Timothy Hill House
5122 Main Street

Come Visit
Island’s Oldest 

Home
• Open to the Public

Friday 1pm-3pm
• Visit us 
online at:

 captaintimothyhillhouse.com

Listed on the 
Virginia Landmarks Register & National 

Register of Historic Places

7151 Horseshoe Dr.
757-336-0536
Tuesday 10-8

Wednesday - Friday 10-3
Saturday by appointment

Carodan Farm Wool Shop
Chincoteague Island, Virginia

(800) 985-7083
www.carodanfarm.comThe Shore’s Newest 

Authorized Dealer and Service Center 
for FOREST RIVER, HEARTLAND 
and KEYSTONE Travel Trailers

Serving the Delmarva Peninsula to 
Chesapeake, Va.

410-957-2500 KENDOSRVSERVICE@GMAIL.COM
KENDOSRVSERVICE.COM

Specialties: Hand Cut Steaks, 
Seafood, Pastas & Lamb

Dine inside or outside on our screened-in porch

757-336-5888
6585 Maddox Blvd. Chincoteague

www.ajsonthecreek.com

Casually 
Elegant 
Dining
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CHINCOTEAGUE   &   CAPTAINS COVE 

 

 

Captains Cove - 3BR home 
w/ fenced back yard, attached 

garage & sold furnished. 
MLS# 48985      $175,000 

Chincoteague - Well main-
tained 3BR/1BA home with 
water views. Sold furnished. 
MLS# 48362      $227,000 

Lots for Sale  
Chincoteague  

0.38 acre - $73,500 *Creek front* 
2.2 acres - $285,000 *Waterfront* 
0.6 acre - $82,500 *Waterfront* 

0.416 acre - $160,000 
3.85 acres - $450,000 

 
Temperanceville 

3.58 acres - $99,000 *Waterfront* 
0.77 acre - $25,000 
25.5 acres - $75,000 

Chincoteague - Charming 
2BR cottage w/ updated kitch-
en & large fenced back yard. 

MLS# 47339         $158,900 

Cape Charles - Contempo-
rary 4BR farmhouse tucked 
away yet minutes to it all! 

MLS# 48075       $290,000 

Chincoteague - Enjoy 
beach living in this 4BR bay 
front home! Water views 

from every room.  Pond too! 
MLS# 47537   $630,000 

Chincoteague - Waterfront 
2BR townhouse with 3 decks, 

updated kitchen & dock. 
MLS# 49532       $229,000 

Temperanceville - Com-
mercial property on 12 acres 
w/ 650ft of highway frontage. 
MLS# 49804        $650,000 

 

www.LONGandFOSTER.com 

Chincoteague - Creekfront 
3BR /2 bath ranch home lo-
cated steps away from park!  
MLS# 49967       $295,000 

Parksley - Price reduced!! 
Lunch Box restaurant w/ 2nd 

floor apartment. Turn key! 
MLS# 48990        $239,000 

Chincoteague - TWO homes!  
Renovated 3BR w/ garage & 
deck, 2BR w/ screen porch. 
MLS# 48104      $360,000 

Captains Cove - Immaculate 
4BR waterfront home w/ 

multiple decks. Sold turn key! 
MLS# 48795      $330,000 

Chincoteague 
757.336.5100 

Captains Cove 
757.824.5195 

Cape Charles 
757.331.2500 

Serving all areas of  
Virginia’s Eastern Shore! 

Melfa - Subdivision of 23 lots 
ft. gorgeous 4500 sq. ft. home. 
Dock, in-ground pool & more! 
MLS# 48634   Call for pricing 

Chincoteague - Waterfront 
2BR/BA condo w/ views of As-
sateague Island & lighthouse. 
MLS# 49430      $289,000 

Weekly Summer Paper Exclusively for Chincoteague Island  
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